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Invifible Spy. 

V O L. IT. 
BOOK III. 

C H A P. 1. 

In which the author introduces himf elf 
to the public by fome letters he has 
received from unrequejled correfpon- 
dents, and the anjwers he gives to 
them. 

HO* I am very certain of 
the honour and ftrift pro- 
bity of my editor, and be- 
lieve he employs none, ef- , 
pe<:ially in any thing rela- 
ting to the prefs, but fuch 
whofe integrity may be depended upon. 
Vol. II. B ^^t. 
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yet, I know not how it is, but the tide 
pf this work has, by fome means or other, 
taken air, and I perceive has founded an 
alarm in the ears of thofe who blulh to 
be told of what tfiey do not blufh to a6t ; 
for before the firft volume was near half 
completed feveral letters from different 
hands wer^ left for me at the Printing- 
Office; fome of which I think it highly 
proper to infert, as I have no other way 
of communicating my fenriments to the 
authors of them, and fhall leave it to the 
public to judge impartially between us. 

LETTER I. 
To the Invisible Spy. 
Mr. Invisible^ * 

^' T Am a fair enemy, and fcorn to cut 
«• A any man's throat without firft tel- 
<* ling him I intend to do fo :•— I therefore 
fend this before the publication of 
your book, to give you warning not 
** to put any thing into it that may affront 
the honourable fqpiety, of Bucks, of 
^* which I am not oAly a member but at 
prefent the Prefident. — What if we ap- 
pear a little terrible to filly people, and 
" fometimes, for fport's fake, overturn a 
chaife, or joftle an old man or infigni- 
ficant wpman into the kennel, beat the 

^« watch. 
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watch, break th^ windows of houfes, 
«* or rob the watchmen of their lant* 
** horns we look upon ourfelves as ab- 
folate fovereigns of all public places, 
and will not fufFer a reprimand from 
any paukry fcribbler of you all-, for 
whatever we may happen to do, either 
" on the Road, in the Mall, or the. 
« Street ; — take notice alfo, that the leaft 
" provocation offer* d to any one of us 
incurs the refentmcnt of the whole 
body, and we have unanimoufly fworn 
" to make a dreadful example of you if 
« found culpable this way — n hope not 
" to efcape, — we fliall trace yoti^tOY^^ii* 
lurking- hole, — pluck off your l^|fe.'o|^ . 
*> Invifibility^ and hack you into atoff&fii 
u — vengeance is the word, • — mark 
that, and tremble how you offend 

A Buck. 

In ianfwer to this terrible gentleman I 
lhall only fay, that tho' I am no friend 
to fighting, efpecialVy with horned ani- 
mals, yet I am not coward enough to. be fb 
far intiiTiidated by his menaces as. to erace^ 
any thing I have once wrote ; if therefore^ 
he finds nothing in this work concerning j 
the fraternity of which he boafts being a' 
member, he may aflfure himfelf that it is 
merely becaufe I look on all the adven- 
tures they are engaged in, as too low 
B 2 
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.and too trifling for the entertainment of 
jny readers. 

LETTER II. 

To the AuTHOjR. of the Invisible Spy* 
« S I R, 

u npHERE are a fet of men about 
^ A t,his tovvn who pick up a pretty 
" tolerable living by infpedting into the 
" fecrets of the prefs — they are a fort of 
Spies as well as yourfelf, and as Invi- 
*' fible as you can pretend to be j — they 
find means to fteal the title of evpry 
new book long before it is advertifed, 
and almoft as foon as the letters which 
form it are put together by the compo- 
fitor, it is oy one of thofe very ufefui 
perfons I am informed of the work you 
nave in hand, and being apprehenfive 
that it may contain fome things which 
had much better be concealed than 
made known, I take the liberty to oflfer 
** you my fentiments upon it, previous 
to the publication, in order that you 
may make fuch alterations, as on hear- 
ing my .reafons, you lhall findneceflary 
and proper, 

^* In the firft place, fir, I would have 
you confider, that whatever is bad either 

« in 
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in the affairs of private families or in 
national concerns, qftey poffibly be made 
much worfe, but can never be amended 
by being expofed ; — ^ ill fortune, let ic 
come in what fliape it will, can get 
nothing, by complaints but a (hort-lived 
pity 5 and when that is over, infults 
'* and contempt are fure to enfue : — it is 
prudence, therefore, to make a good 
appearance as long as we can ; and,, 
according to the vulgar adage, let the 
evil day take care for its fclf. 

It is with great propriety that writers 
4 who prefume to cavil, and find fault 
with the management of thofe at the 
helm, are compared to curs barking at . 

^* the Moon ; for the Ad — m — n, lilce 
that planet^ fecure in its own height, 
defpiling all arrows (hot from the in- 

" ferior world, moves on in the fame 

*^ uninterrupted courfe it has begun, and 
will continue to do fo, except fome 
fudden revolution fhould happen among ^ 
the ftars, and the difpofition of nature 

" be entirely changed, 

I " What avails, therefore, all thefe in- 
\ " veftives that from time to time have 
1 " been thrown out againft the miniftry ? 
1 " — this prefuming to canvas every bill . 
brought into parliament, and grv\mb- 
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ling at them after being enabled into 
laws, fince, in fpite of all that can 
" be faid or wrote, things will be as 
*^ they are ? — The wife of all ages agree, 
Vthat happinefs is feated in content, and 
if this be true, the good pepple of 
England need only think themfelves 
happy, to be fo. — This fortunate aera 
might prefently arrive, if the com- 
monality would once ceafe affcfting to 
" be thought politicians, and every one 
fay with mr. Pope, 

In fpite of pride, unerring reafon*s fpite, 
One truth is clear, — whatever is, * — is 
right, 

< • .But to come to the point \ — you muft 
know, fir, I laave the hono\ir of a 
feat in the prefent parliament, and 
hope to have the^ i'ame in the enfuing 
^' one ; but being confcious of having 
" been pretty ftrenuous irt bringing about 
^ fome things not very popular, parti- 
cularly the bill in relation to the Na- 
turalization of the Jews, I fhould be 
^' glad to have that matter t)rought as 
littk as poflible upon the tapis — not 
that I fear being rechofen, — ^but it will 
coft me more money — you underftand 
** me-, — my conftituents will fell their 
voices at a much higher price; and, it 

may 
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may be, fome few of them not be pre^ 
vaird upon to fell at all, 

" I earneftly define therefore, that if 
you mention any thing of this affair, it 
may be -wholly in favour of the ifraelics; 
— fet up the law of Mofes in oppofi- 
tion to the rules of Chriftianity \ — it 
will be eafy for you to prove your argu- 
ment by quotations put of fome inge- 
nious pamphlets publiifhM within thef© 
few years : — your compliance with this 
requeft will oblige me to recommend 
your book among all my friends, and 
to do to you every other good oiRce 
in the power of, 

"Sir,. 

*« Your moft humble 

and obedient fcrvant, 

JuDAicus/T 

I am forry this gentleman has given 
himfelf the trouble to write fo long a letter 
to fo little purpofe ; I am a very old- 
faftiion'd fellow, I revere the old tefta- 
ment, but endeavour to aft according to 
thfe precepts of the new, fo confequently 
can be no friend to the profefs*d enemies 
of it : — I fhall take care, however, not to 

B 4 cSw^ - 



8 ^ ne Irruifible SvY. 

offend any member of the honourable 
houfe-of commons ; — I fliall be fo wife, 
at leaft while 1 keep in remembrance the 
fate of M— r-y.. - 

LETTER III. 

To the Invisible Spy. 
SIR, 

T Am lhock*d and fcandalized beyond 
meafure at your title, and fo I be- 
lieve is every body elfe' that hears it :— 
What but the very Devil incarnate can 
*' have tempted you to aflume one fo un- 
gracious to all degrees of people? — 
" An Invifible Spy ! — why, it is a cha- 
radcr more to be dreaded than an 
Excife, a Cuftom-houfe or a Sheriff's 
Officer — nay, than even a King's 
" Meffenger: — human prudence has 
" taught us to elude the fcrutiny of all 
known examiners; but who can guard 
againft what they do not fee ? — You 
" may be at our very elbows without our 
" knowing you are; — you may explore 
" all the necefTary arts and myfteries of 
our feveral avocations, without our 
*^ having it in our power to bribe yo^ to 
" fecrecy : — What therefore can you.ex- 
" pe6t, as there is no other way of deal- 
^* ing with you, but to have your book, 

damn'd 
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" damn*d the firft moment of its publi- 
cation ; and to be plain with you, 1^ 
"who am an author as well as your- 
felf, have already, at the requeft of 
fome leading men, prepared a thing. 
" for the prefs which will effectually do 
your bufinefs ? — As a brother of the 
" quill, however, thinking it becoming, 
" in me to give you this timely notice, . 
" and likewife to advife you to cancel 

all fuch pages, as upon a ftrift exami- . 
«• nation you lhall find may poflibly ht; 
conftrued into a libel, — whether the 
matters they contain are founded either 
upon truth or fiftion j — you know 
*• very well, that the one is liable to the 
•* fame punilhment as the other ; with 
" this difference only, that the former 
" being the moft flinging, is, generally, 
*• fpeaking, treated with the moft feve- 
" rity ; — I have heard fome menaces - 
" thrown out againft you, and fincerely. 
" wifh you may efcape the effefts, and 
" meet with no other chaftifement fqr 
" your folly, than what you will re^eivq 
from the pen of 

SCRIBLERIUS/* ' 

I lhall defer givisg my fentiments on ^ 
my brother author's doughty epiftle, till 
I find myfelf oblig'd to declare them ir> 
an anfwer to the treatife wit\v \4\\\cJ^v\\^ ' 
J3 5 tVv\^;5X^Kvv^ 
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threatens me, as one trouble will fufEcc 
for both. 

LETTER IV. 

From a lady to the Invisible Spy. 
SIR, 

QEveral of my acquaintance have 
^ taken it into their heads, I fuppofe 
not without fpecial information, that 
there is a book coming out under the 
«^ title I have prefix'd to this letter •, — if 
« there be in reality any fuch work in the 
prefs, I take the liberty of telling the 
author, that I hope he has more good 
fenfe and good manners than to pry into 
the fecrets of our fex, much lefs to foi- 
low the example of a late writer in ex- 
pofing to the world what he may hap- 
pen to find in fome of our drefling- 
rooms, cabinets, and private alcoves* 
— Suppofe a woman has the misfortune 
to like another man better than her 
huftand, — pawns her jewels to pay her 
•* debts at play, — -^or is in the books of her 
«* mercer, laceman, and milliner, beyond 
her utmoft ability to clear ? — thefe are 
all of them foibles which ought to be 
excufed, as they are the falhion, and 
one fhbuld be looked upon as a creature 
of the laft age to be wholly free from v 
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^* — fo, dear Invifibile, I would have yo^ 
confider, that the want of polite/iefs in ^ 
your fex is much more ridiculous than 
the want of chaftity and oeconomy is in 
ours : — flattery and homage are the 

** privilege of womankind, and if a fa- 
ther, an uncle, or a brother, affumes to 
hinrfelf the right of correfting any 
miftakes we are guilty of, we are fure 
to hate him for it in our hearts ; — if 

" therefore there be- any one of us whom 

*• you would wifh to be well with, you * 
mufl: conceal the faults of the reft. 

Yours, &c. 

. «* ERRONtA/* ' 

I am afraid that I fhall have but a ^ 
very indifferent chance for a place in the ~ 
good graces of this lady but as there are ■ 
others, I hope the greateft tiumher, of an * 
oppofite way of thinking, 1 (hall the more ^ 
eafily confole 'myfelf. 

LETTER V; ' > 

To the In VIS IB LE Sl^Y/ * 
**'Mr. Invisible, , ^ 

"VJOthing is more abfurd in effect, - 

than for people to take all oppor- 
tunities of railing againft that w\\\c\v x^^e."^ " 
B 6 ^x^ ' 
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are continually pradifing ; — the article 
of gaming is To popular a fubjedt, that 
tho' you may like the amufement as 
well as any body,. I fcarce doubt but 
to fatyrizc it makes fome part of your 
lucubrations \ but how bold foever you 

" may be with the fweetners and commoa 
gamblers^, who have no other depen-r 

** dance for their bread, I would have 
you beware how you meddle with perr 

** fons of rank and fortune : .— if by my 

*^ addrefs in the turning. of a card I win 
five hundred or- a thoufand pieces of a 
fellow who has the vanity to imagine 
he ha^r as much Ikill as myfelf, it is 
only for the pleafure of circumventing, 
and then laughing' at him, not through 
the love of lucre :— no, I would have 
you know, fir,. I fcorn money, and 
only put it in my. pocket till I can 
find a proper objed to beftaw it upqn^ 
and the next needy woman of the town, 
I come in company with, tofs the fooPs 
pence into her lap j — or perhaps fet half 
a dozen of the poor devils a fcrambling 
for it : — I remember that one night, , 
*^ in very cold weather. too, I made a. 
"-whole covey of them fl:rip naked as> 
they were born, and run gallopmg 
*^ the whole length of . Pall-Mall aftec. 
feven or eight hundred moidores I 
rJI?rcw out of a tavern window. — If you 
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pretend thefe are not generous aftion 
you will be thought a filly old Pu 

" and your book not worth a farthing.. 

« . — $0 no more from 

« Yours, 

As I flaall find you deferve, 

" RAKELaVE.*' 

IF mr. Rakelove's letter had reached- 
my hands before thefe volumes were com- 
pleted, it mightTiave faved me the trouble 
of expofing the bufinefs of cheating at 
play, by having done it fo efFedually. 
himfelf. - 

LETTER VI. 
To the In.v I s I b l e Spy/ 
SIR, 

^ T Hear you are going to fet forth a. 
*^ A new book, and from the. title of it. 

have fome rcafon to apprehend you will. 

be no lefs bitter in your . expreflions : 
*• than fome others have been againft a. 

nation which defires nothing more than 
" to live in the moft perfe£t concord- 
" and amity with yours, I beg leave to * 

expoftulate a little with you on that. 
" occafion.- 
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I thought you Chriftiahs valued 
" yourfelves upon afts of benevolence, 
charity, and good-will to all men ; and 
that to root out the feeds of envy and 
" malice from your hearts was a main 
part of your religion v — Wherefore then 
" is all this rancour againft the Hebrews ? 
*' — How can you profefs the leaft true 
regard for Abraham, or any of the Pa- 
triachs, when you grumble to admit 
" their pofterity as fellow-citizens within 
• your walls ? — • How ran.you phce the 
venerable portraitures of Mofes and 
Aaron in your temples, yet grudgp that 
" the people they delivered from the houfe 
of bondage fhould fliare witji you in 
the milk and honey of your land ? — 
" What if we crucified the man you 
** worfhrp as your God ? — What if we 
difbelieve and ridicule the miracles you . 
" afcribe to him, deny his refurreftion, . 
*' and in oiir fynagoguei utter fome 
things which you call blafphemy, our 
principles, in matters of faith, have no 
** relation to thofe of loyalty to the king 
" of focial converfation with our neigh- 
bours ? — We can be as good fub- 
*' jefts and as merry companions as any 
" Chriftian of you all ; — the v/ant of 
" either of thefe virtues cannot be im- 
puted to us. 



There are many of you, indeed, I 
believe the greateft number, who put 
" religion quite out of the queftion, and 
yet cry out that their rights and pro- 
perties will be invaded ; that when 
" once we have the liberty of being in- 
" corporated with you, fuch numbers of 
" us will flock hither from all parts of 
" the world, that we fhall, by degrees, en- , 

grofs all the trade of the kingdom 
" to which 1 anlwer, — that if we fhould 
" do fo, the fault will be wholly in your- 
felves ; — if you work and fell as cheap 
as we do, you will have the fame 
chance for bufinefs ; — and as for thofe 
who Ihall be obliged to fhut up their * 
" fhops, they will dways find employ- 
ment among us, either as journeymen 
" or menial fcrvants: — a taylor or a 
"barber would make a good valet dc 
" chambre; a merchant, a wine-cooper, 
a vintner, or a diftiller, could not fail 
" of being an excellent butler ;— a jewel- 
" ler, a goldfmith, a mercer, a haber- 
daflier, a woollen or a linnen-draper, 
would be a fpruce footman : — in fine, 
" there is no one perfon, of any occupa- 
tion whatever, that might not, if he is 
not too proud or too lazy, earn his 
bread. under our hofpi table roofs. 
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" As you are an author, I muft be- 
lieve you to be a man of fenfe, and^ 
" therefore flatter myfelf that the argu- 
" ments I have alledgM will have fomc 
** weight with you. — I am,. 

" With all due refpeft^ . 

^* Sir, 

" Your moft obedient - 

" humble fervant, 

" Shimei Benzara.'^ 

My anfwer to Bcnzara may be found 
in the return I made to the letter of Ju-* 
daicus, fo I have only to thank this con-' 
liderative and beneficent Hebrew for the 
handfome provifion he propofes for the 
trading part of my countrymen, . tho' I 
hope they never, will have occafion to ac- 
cept it. . 

LETTER m 
To the In VISIBLE. Spy* 
" Honoured fir, , 

T3EING told you are a^-ery extras 
*^ -D ordinary perfon, and can fee every 
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" thing and not be feen yourfelf, it is 
likely that chance or defign may fome 

" time or other bring you to my houfe 
as I live in a genteel part of the town, 

" keep feveral fervants, and am vifited 

" by people of the beft faftiion and re- 

" pute. 

" You muft know, fir, that I pafs for «^ 
" a well jointured widow, but in reality 
" was never married in my life, and 
" have no other dependance than the fa- 
vour of fome worthy gentlemen and 
ladies, who I frequently oblige with a 
•* bed at the moclerate rate of three 
" guineas per night. 

Among the reft of my good cufto- 
mers there are two jifters of diftinftion, 
who have each of them their particu- 
*^ lar favourites, and always meet them at 
my houfe \ — one of them is married ta 
*^ a man who is as jealous of her as the 
" devil ; and if he ftiould get the leaft 
" intimation of her intrigue, and that I 
" am privy to it, he would blow me up 
and ruin me for ever. 

" I therefore beg and befeech you, fir, 
" that if you make any difcpveries of 
" this nature, you -will not divulge it ta 

any foul in the world, much lefs not 
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put it into your bool< and in teturn 
for this favour, be affured that you, 
and any friend you fhall bring with 
you, (hall be welcome to the beft ap- 
partmcnt in my houfe, with a hot 
boird chicken and a bottle of wine in- 
to the bargain. — I am, 

Depending on your honour, 

" Sir, 

Your nioft devoted 

humble fervant, 

^ Susanna Paiiii.'* 

This good gentlewoman's requeft is 
conie too late to be conlplyM with fhe 
will find, hovreVer, if lief avoCatidn al- 
lows her time for the pcrufal of thefe 
volumes, that I hare carefully avoided 
making any mifchicf in families* 

I have alfo received another letter from 
a young lady, too tedious and too little 
interefting to be prefcnted to the public, 
fo I fhall only give the heads of it, with 
my opinion on the matter it contains. 

She is very prefTing with me to clear 
her reputation, which, as Ihe fays, fuffers 
much in the world without being guilty 

of 
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of any real crime ; but by the account fhc 
gives of herfelf, even tho' flie fliould be 
as perfedly innocent in fa^t as fhe pre* 
tends, and as I hope (he is, I can fee 
very little merit in the virtlie (ht fo much 
boafts of, much lefs expeft that any thing 
I can urge will put £0 filence the ctnfurcs 
flie con[>plaiHS of. 

When a young woman, well born, 
genteely bred, and accuftom'd in her 
childhood to converfe with pcrforis of 
condition, can condefcend to keep com- 
pany, and appear in all public places 
with the meanefl: and moft abandoned of 
her own fex, and- fufFer herfelf to be 
treated in taverns by tKofe of the other 
with whom flie had no acquaintance,- nor, 
had ever feen before, what can be alledg'd 
in vindication of her delicacy, her pru- 
dence, or her modefty ? 

She fays thut her father, in his laft mo- 
ments, put a dagger iftto her hands, With 
a ftrift charge to keep and ufe it in de- 
fence of her chaftity if attacked but . 
does not add that ever had any occa- 
fioo for exerting the herbine in this man- 
ner ^,-^fo it feems to tat thttiri the trum- 
bcrtefs darters flie cot^feflfes to-havc pro- 
voked, (he muft htve been indebted for 
protedioR mferfely chaste-, ^r to an un-' 
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common fliare either of honour, or cold- 
nefs of conftitution in the men with whom 
fhe entrufted herfelf. 

Upon the whole, all that can be faid 
in her favour is, that want of thought^ 
the love of pleafure, and variety of com- 
pany, betrayed her into a conduft ftie too 
late fees and repents the folly of, and 
which will be better retrieved by a fu- 
ture regularity of behaviour than' by any, 
vain excufes for fhe paft. 

C H A R II. 

Contains the hijlory of a very exfraor-- 
dinary funeral^ and alfo of fome 
other pretty particular occurrences 
which the author was witnefs ofy in 
an Invijible vijit he made to, the 
mofi favourite part of the family of 
a lady of diJiinStion. 

I Frequently ftroU thro' the town, with 
my Invifible Belt clofe girt about' me^ 
not always with a veiw of making any 
difcoveries, but merely to enjoy the free- 
dom of my thought, without being inter- 
rupted by the impertinent how-d'y's of 
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fome who might meet and know me by 
day, and to be fafe from the falutation of 
the ftand and deliver, — inveftors of the 
ftreet by night, with whom I was no lefs 
inclined to engage in combat, than I am 
to comply with their unreafonable and 
unjufl: demands. 

In thefe unmeaning rambles I fome- 
times ftumbled upon adventures no lefs 
entertaining than many of thofe I had 
fought after, and took fo much pains to 
explore the hidden fource of. 

I will not, however, pretend to pro- 
mife that this I am now about to recite 
is either fo improving or fo pleafing as 
feveral others prefented to the public in 
this work ; but be that as it Ihall happen, 
— the candid reader will accept of things 
as they fell under my obfervation, and 
content himfelf with fuch as are lefs agree- 
able, for the fake of thofe he fhall find 
much more to his tafte. 

« Even life a kind of chequer-work 

* appears, 

** A round of joy, of gric^ x)f hopes, 

* ^nd fears 5 
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« The good, the bad, the wife with 

* patience bear, 
* Welcome the former, and the latter 

« darCi 

Marston. 

I was going through a narrow lane ojie 
day, and faw a great concourfe of the 
Kieaner fort of people gathered together 
about a little door, which then feem*d to 
me, and I afterwards found, was the 
avenue to fome ftabks or coach-houfe ; 
as I did not imagine that perfbns of the 
appearance thefc were could be affembled 
on any matter worthy of my attention, I 
fhould fcarce have IjLoppM to make any 
enquiry into it, if, juft as I came near 
the place where they ftood, they had not 
been joined by fome others, whofe inter- 
rogatories awaken*d my curiofity. 

The firft that fpoke was a btoad ruddy- 
faced woman, with tatter'd garments, 
ungirt and loofcly flowing, as was her 
hair, which hung down to her brows ; — ^ 
her heels the length of half a fpan be- 
hind her fhoes ; and, in fine, every mark 
aboyt her that denoted her a true devotee 
to Bacchus, to whom, though it was 
fcarce mid-day, and not the ufual time 
for the performance of his rites, fhe had 
been plentifully facrificing, in fuch liquor 

as 
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us ladies of her rauk are wont of late 
years to be regaled with j — her words 
were thefe : 

Firfi JFeman. « What the devil's to 
« be done here ? — Is there any thing to 

* be feen?' 

To this demand a robuft fellow, who 
by his appearance I took to be a carman 
or a WJ^g^i^pr, reply'd in thefe terms : 

Firft Mp^n. ^ Ay, marry, the fineft 
« fliew, by report^ that ever you faw in 
« your whole life, or may ever fee again.* 

Second ff^qmcm* * What is it 

^hird ff^oinan, * Why where have you 

* liv'd, th^t you have not heard that one 
' of lady Marveirs dogs is dead, and lies 
' in ftate till the burial 

One of the new comers, on this intel- 
ligence, clapp'd her hands and cry'd out : » 

Fourth fVoman. * Lord ! — Lord ! — 

* a dog lie in ftate ; what will this 

* would come to ? 

« 

Second M(in. * To no good I am 

* afrai^ : -r but thefe quality think they, , 
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* may do any thing; — if it had been a 

* poor man's child, I warrant it might 

* lie above gFOurid, and be fent to the 

* parifh for a grave, for any care her 
^ ladyfliip would take about it.* 

Omnes. * Ay, ay, fo they might in- 
*deed.* 

An arch wag, who was an apprentice 
in: the neighbourhood, on hearing what 
was faid, thruft himfelf in among them, 
and in a fneering voice fpoke thus : 

Apprentice. • Oh fye, you fliould treat 

* a perfon of quality's dog with more re- 

* fpeft ; — befides, I have been told that 

* the deceafed was lineally defcended, by 

* the fids of his dam> from a fevourite 

* bitch of Oliver Cromwell's, who was 

* lord protedlor of England, and that his 

* fire came over from Holland with an 

* officer belonging to the houfholdof King 

* William, of immortal memory. 

Second Woman. * What of all that, I 

* >atn fure I lived fervant in as worthy a 

* family as any at all ; — they had a fine 

* dog call'd Caefar, he was of goocV king 

* Charles's breed, — every body lov'd him, 

* he was fuch a gentle good-natur'd crea- 
;* ture \ — but they made no fufe about 

* him 
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* him when he died ; — he was thrown 

* out upon the dunghil, and there lay 

* till fomebody ftole him away for the 
' fake of his (kin/ 

I do not doubt but much more would 
have been faid concerning the genealogy 
of the canine race, if the door had not 
fuddenly been thrown open by a footman 
in deep mourning, who difmifs'd a great 
number of thofe that had been within, 
and at the fame time gave entrance to 
thofe who had waited without. 

I accompany'd thefe lafl:, being no lefs 
defirous, tho* 1 believe for very different 
reafons, of beholding fo extraordinary a 
fcene^. 

A long paiTage between the ftables 
brought us into a fpacious court-yard, 
which having crofs'd, our conduftor 
fhew'd us into a magnificent houfe, and 
then into the theatre, where the farce I 
had heard fpoke of was exhibited, — the 
walls of which were lined with black bays, 
as was alfo the floor and cieling \ — the 
light of Heaven was entirely excluded 
thence but fifty wax tapers, in filver 
fconces, were placed at an equal diftance 
round the room, with a large luftre in 
the middle, containing fome twenty more. 

Vol. II. C fupply'd 
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liipplyM the abfence of the fun : at the 
upper end ftood a bier, with the coffin of 
the deceafed, both cover'd with black 
velvet, and on the lid of the latter was 
fix'd' a filver plate with this infcription 
engraven on it : 

CUPID, 
Who came into this world April 2, 1 749, 
And departed September 12, 1753, 
He lived beloved, and died lamented, 
By 

Lady Marvell. 

On one fide of the bier, and near th^ 
feet of the corpfe, fat a woman in deep 
mourning, holding a white handkerchief 
clofe to her face, not to wipe off the tears, 
but to conceal the difdain with which it 
was overfpread at the office impofed on 
her» 

As wc approached the bier, the foot- 
man, who had been our guide, lifted up 
the lid of the coffin, arid obliged us with 
a view of the body ; and certainly there 
never was a more truly ridiculous and 
comical fight than the little black nofe of 
the creature, who wa$ ot the Dutch maftiff 
kind, peeping, as it were, out of a flirowd 
of white Venecian fattin. 

It 
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It was plcafant enough to behold the 
dlfFerent attitudes of the feveral fpcda- 
tors — feme lilted up their hands and 
eyes, in token of the utrnoft aftoniflinient, 
— others bit their lips and ihook their 
heads, feeming both to defpifj and be 
enraged at fo egregious a piece ot folly 
and extravagance; v/hile others held the 
flaps of their coats or their aprons to 

I hide that laughter, which they found it 
impoITiblc to rcRrain ; and fomc there 
were who had their mouths half open,, 
ready to burfl: into exclamations, had they 
not been awed by the confideration of the 
place they were in, and to which it is 
not to be doubted but that they plenti- 
fully gave a loofe when they found them* 

I fdves more at liberty to do fo. 

i 

The perfon who had uflier'd in this re* 
fpecl*ble company faw them alfo out-, — * 
on the door being open'd, another clufcer 
prefs'd for entrance, but were deny VI ; — i 
y the undertaker's fervants, widi two mourn- 
ing coaches and fix, were now come, and 
the funeral procefuon was ordered to fet 
\ out for Mary-le-bon, where, as I after- 
. wards heard, Cupid was to be interr'd in 
a grave dug for him in a field near the 
pond. 

C 2 K% 
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As I was willing to fee the whole of 
this ceremony, I turn'd back into the 
room, and was immediately followM by 
the footman, on which enfued this dif- 
courfe between him and the mock 
mourner : 

Footman. • Welt, mts. Sufan, ~ the 

* ftiew is almoft over now, and both of 
« .133 fliall foon have done ading.' 

Sufan^ * It is high time ; — for my 

* part, if it were te have lafted longer I 
muft infallibly have given out, tho' I 

« had loft my place by it — to be con- 
' fined to fit here for a whole day and a 
> half, as mute as a fifh, mourning over 
a dead dog, and expofed to all the mob 

* in the parifli ; — fure never was fo pre- 

* pofterous a whim/ 

Footman. * I think, indeed, my lady 

* has in this, as Colley fays, outdone all 
^ her ufual outdoings : — however, we 

* have no great reafon to complain at the 

* whim, — we have each of us got a 

* good fuit of mourning by it.* 

Sufan. < That iiiakes fome amends, 
f 1 own.' 



Footman% 
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Footman. * Ay, faith ; — and I can telf 

* yoa that poor Catherine has had a 

* much worfe time, while ftie has fup- 

* ply*d your place in waiting upon the 
' living dogs above-ftairs, than you have 
' had in. pretending to bewail the dead 

* one below.* 

Sufan. * As how ? — what is the 

* matter?' 

Footman. ^ Why my lady has done 

* nothing but fcold at her all this rnorn- 

* ing; — file fays fiie heard Pompey 

* howl laft night, and flie is fure his bed 
' was not made eafy — and that Pfyche 

* could not eat her breakfaft becaufe it 

* was not brought up in a china bafon/- 

Sufan. • Oh this is nothing ; — don't 

* you remember that her ladyfliip once 

* threatened to turn me out of doors be- 

* caufe fhe catch'd me eating a bit of a 
' fhoulder of mutton that was roafted for 

* thefe plaguy dogs, when we fervants 

* had nothing for a whole week together 

* but tough cow-beef.* 

Footman. * That was becaufe her lady- 

* fliip has that difli at her own table 
' fometimesj — and you know it is aw 

C 3 ' * eftabXYQci:^ 
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' eftablifh'd maxim with her, that for 
' fervants to eat of the fame viduals 

* their fuperiors do, makes them (liwcy 

* and afiiiming, — .eHe fo many £;ood 

* things v/oiild not be kept till they Itink 

* rather we fhould get a tafte.' 

Svfan. ' Hufh, — hufli ; — 1 think 

* I hear her coming.' 

The maid was not miftaken, — a ruft- 
ling of filks proclaimed her ladyfliip's ap- 
proach,— flie enter'd that moment, with 
hafty fteps, contradled brows^ and all 
the tokens of ill-humour and difcontent 5 
— then, in an imperious tone, Ipoke to 
the footman. 

Lady Manvel. * I hear mr. Grim does 

* not think fit to attend the funeral him- 

* felf/ 

Footman. * The poor m,an is not well, 

* it feems, madam, fo hopes your lady- 
^ fhip will excufe him, as he has lent four 

* of his btrt and moft folcmn looking 

* men to go with the coaches.' 

Lady Marvell. * I fuppofe the impu- 

* dent fellow thinks it beneath him to at- 

* tend the funeral of a dog — fuch mean 

* fourd wretches know not how to make 

* any 
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^ any diftincltion between the cur of a 

* beggar and the fiivourite of a woman 

* of quality ; — but it is the Jaft burial he 

* fliall ever have cut of oiy family, — nnd 

* fo I Jball tell him when I pay his bilL 

* — And you, fir, have you taken care 

* that the grave is dug handfome and 

* deep enough, that my poor creature 
' may not be taken up for the fake of 

* his cofEn and ihrowd ?' 

Footman. * Yes, my lady, — I gave" 

* orders that it flioukl be two feet broad 

* and nine feet in the earth at leall.* 

TLady MarvelL * Gave orders,— gave 
^ orders ; and what, mr. Jacaknapes, 

* what hindered you from going to fee 
^ if it was done as it ou2;ht to be ?* 

Footman. • Your ladyfhip knows I 

* was obliged to attend the door/ 

Lady MarvelL * You have always 

* fome pretence or other for not doing as 
' you ftiould ; — fervants are certainly the 
' greateft plagues in life *y — but, as every 
' thing is ready, call in the fellows to 

* fcrew up the coffin. — No, hold, — I 

* muft firft take , my leave of my poor 

* dear creature •, — farewel, my pretty 

* little Cupid: — 'tis a fad thin^-, — but 

C4 % ^ 
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♦ we muft all die.— Sufan, as foon as the 
' burial is over, come direftly up to your 

• other mafters and miftrefles for they 

* have been ftrangely ufed thefe two 
' days : — never was a woman of qua- 

• lity's family fo handled : — Catherine 

* is not fit to be dog- maid to a cow- 

• keeper/ 

Her ladyfliip went out of the room in 
fpeaking thefe words, and the death-hun- 
ter's fcrvants were call'd in ; — they 
brought with them a long mourning cloak 
and hat-band for the footman, — a fcarf 
for mrs. Sufan, and gloves for each of 
them; — as foon as they had faftcn'd up 
the coffin, which I perceived they could 
npt do without laughing, the proceffion 
fet out, — mrs. Sufan bearing the coffin 
under a velvet pall upon her lap, went in 
tlie firft coach; — the footman feated 
himfelf in the other^ and the undertaker's 
fervants walkM on each fide with, their 
hands upon the doors. 

A gaping multitude, who could not 
think of returning to their own garrets or 
cellars without having been fpefiators of 
all that was to be feen, followed with a 
Gonfufed noife,. grating enough to the 
ears, but not at all unfuitable to fo ridi- 
culous a folemnity. 
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For my part, my curiofity did not ex- 
tend fo far as to carry me to fee monfieur 
Le Chin depofited in his laft receptacle 
it did not, however, ftop here — the truth 
is, I promifed myfelf with finding fome- 
thing or other in the upper apartments in 
this houfe, no lefs extraordinary than 
what I had been prefented with below — 
nor did my conjeftures deceive me, as I 
believe the reader will readily allow, be- 
fore the conclufion of this chapter. 

I was, indeed,, a little apprehenfive of 
a dil^ppointment, when, after having 
ftarch'd two handfome fore parlours, I 
afcended to the firft floor and wander' d 
thro' feveral rooms, I could neither fee 
nor hear any one living creature ; — but at 
laft the appearance of lady Marvell re- 
vived my dying expedlations i—fhe ftart- 
ed out from a clofet, whicK I had not 
taken notice of, at the end of the gal- 
Jery, and went haftily up another paii- of 
ftairs ; I purfued her fteps with equal ex- 
pedition, and enter'd with her into a fpa- 
cious chamber, the furniture of which I 
fhall give a defcription of to the beft- of* 
my remembrance. 

There were no fewer than fourteen 
beds of different fizes, the largeil not 
C5 _ t^- 
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exceedihg three feet and a half in height 
and two in breadth ; but all of them ex- 
tremely neat and fafliionable, with cur- 
tains, vallens, and bafts ; each had a mat- 
trefs, a quilted covering, a pillow and 
fine hoUand fheets ; — four china foup- 
difh^s, full of clear water, were placed at 
the four corners of the room, and in the 
middle flood a mahogany table of about 
two yards long but prx^ity narrow,, and a 
bench on each fide cover'd with the beft 
fort of Dutch matting ; — I fhould have 
been ftrangely puzzled to have guefsM the 
meaning of any one thing I faw here, if 
the dogSj Whofe apartment it was, had. 
been.abfent.. 

Would one not rather have thought- 
that this was fome part of a Lilliputian 
palace, and thefe beds intended for the re- 
pofe of noblemen attending on the kingV 
perfon, than a kennel, for brutes !~but I 
fliall forbear any animadverfions of my 
own at this time, and proceed to relate 
what happen'd afcr my entrance into at 
place which I confefs^ filled me with, 
much' aftonilliment. . 

A maid, whom I foon afterwards found' 
to be the fame J had heard mentioned by 
the Ibotman in his difcourfe with Sufan,. 
was, fitting in a low chair, with a large 

tray 
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tray^before her fill'd with a gre^t number 
of combs, one of which fhe was then 
making ufe of in fmoothing and fetting 
in order the hair of a fine fpaniel Ihe held 
upon her lap — lady Marvel), feeing 
what flie was about, faid to her with ■ 
great peeviflinefs : 

Lady MarvelL * A fine time of day, • 
*' indeed, for what you are about my 
' family of creatures ought all to have 

• been fpruced up and adjufted three hours 
** ago — but I fuppofe you were fleeping 

• in your bed, when you ought to have 
' been waiting on them. 

Then drawing a little nearer to her, — - 
and feeing the comb Ihe was ufing, 
fnatch'd it out of her hand, and ftruck it 
into her face with fuch a force that the' 
blood ftarted out from every pore, crying , 
at the fame time : 

Lady MarvelL * Monftefj- how dare ' 

• you touch Heftor with this comb ?* 

Maid. ' Indeed, my lady, they were 

• all here; I did not know any difference.* 

Lady MarvelL * You lye, huffy, and' 
**yoa muft have heard that all my dogs 

• have each of them a fet of combs to ' 

C 6 ^ \\v^vcs.-. 
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* themfelves, with their names wrotr 
upon them^ — Can't you read, oaf?' 

Maid, « Indeed^ madam^^ I did not 
fee it.* 

Lady MdrvelL ' Take that then, — 
you flat, — and that, — and that to clear 
^ your fight, and make you remember 

* another time.! 

Thefe words were accompany'd with 
blows, firft on one Ihoulder, then on the 
other, till I believe her own arms aked 
with the fatigue; then turning to her- 
dogs, who were crying and yelping all 
this time,, addrefs'd them in thefe terms : 

Lady MarvelL * The dear good-na- 
*'tured things; — you hate to fee me- 

* angry, tho' it be in your own caufe.-^ . 

* Come hither, Pfyche, — you have loft, 
*^ your lover •, — but I will get you another 

* CUpid. : — Prince, — what makes you fo * 

* dull tbi3 morning ? — you don't fri^k 
«' and caper about as you ufed do ; 1 

* fuppofe your bed was not made any 

* more than Pompey's ; — you look as if • 

* you had lain rough all night, — Here is 
« vmy poor Bully too, — as I live not fo 
^^much as the black tuft on his. tail 
*^<:gmb'd out. ^ Fidell, why do you- 

* b^rk.? ' 
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*^ bark ? — you have fomething to teJI 

* me now, if yoii knew how. — Well, 

* — you have all been fadly managed 

* thele two days, fince your own maid 
' has been from you. — * Comej Cloe^ 

* come and kifs your lady : — poh, your 
^ mouth is all nafty, that impudent quean 

* has not waftiM your face,' 

Maid. * Indeed, madam, I walh*d: 
•- every one of them, your ladyfltip may 
^ fee the towel yonder is ail over wet.' 

Lady MarveW. *- The towel, — why, 

* you audacious pufs, have you prefum'd 

* to walh all their faces with one towel ?— 

* get out of my fight, toad, — devil, or 
I fhall break your neck down ftairs.' 

It is likely this was the moff comfor- 
table command the poor maid could have 
received — (he ftaid not to be bid a 
fecond time — fhe flew out of the room ^ 
while her furious, lady fent- a thoufand 
curfes after her, 

' She was .no fooner alone with her dogs, 
which were thirteen in number, than fhe 
began to re-examine them, in hopes, no 
doubt, of finding fome farther matter of 
accufation againft the poor maid; but 
interrupted by the fudden coming in 
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of her hufband, fir Patient Marvell, who; 
tho* the bell matured man in the world, 
could not forbear being a little ruffled at 
the tranfaftions of that morning, and ac- 
Gofted her in this manner : 

Sir Patient. ' I wonder, madam, you 

* will expofe yourfelf in this fafhion/ 

Lady Mat veil. « Expofe myfelf, fir 
« Patient/ 

Sir Patient. ' Yes, madam, both your- 

* felf and me too. — You do not know 
' how much you have rendered' us the 

* common table-talk, of the town.' 

Lady Marvell^ ^ I defpife the town = 

* and all it can fay. — But pray on what 

* occafion ?* 

Sir Patient, * How can you alk that 

* queftion ? — Here hath been I know 

* not how many meflages fent to enquire 

* after our health. — Undertakers men 
' have been feen to come into the houfe 

* with bales of cloth, fconces, and other 

* utenfils, for a pompous mourning.—- 
' What could people think of all this, 
< as we have no children, but that either 
<• you or. 1 were dead 

Ladj 
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Lady MarvelL * Pifli, no body could 
« think any fuch thing : — the little folem- 
« nity I ordered for my poor Cupid^ was- 
' only in the back part of the houfe ; 
' and thofe who, but of refpedl to me, 

* came to take their laft leaves of the 
' dear animal pafsM through the ftables :: 
^ — he was carry*d out of town by day- 
' light, to be interr'd, and no more than 
^ two coaches, with the dog-maid and 
^ one footman, affifted at the obfequies.' 

Sir Patient. * Oh^ xnadam, it was 
^ ridiculous; — and I muft tell you, that 
the keeping of fo many dogs, and in. 

* the manner you do^ is equally fo** 

Lady Marvdl. * Sir Patient, I brought* 
^ a fortune large enough to keep what- 
' ever I pleafe, and in what manner I. 

* pleafe ; — you have no rcafon to com-^ 
^ plain* — What v/ould you fay, if inftead: 

of dogs I kept a gallant ?* 

Sir Patient.. ^ Why really, madam, I 
*• know not' whether it would make me- 

* more laugh'd at, or yourfelf more 

* cenfur'd/' 

' Lady Marvell. * Mighty well, fir 
Patient, mighty well ind^d ; — this is 
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' fine treatment for a woman of my un- 

* blemifli'd virtue — there are fome wives 
who would not fail to ftiew you the 

* difference between keeping a few harm- 
< lefs animals and a fellow -, and if I 
' refrain from doing the latter, it is as 
' mr. Rowe makes Arbafia tell her ty- 
*' rant :* 

Not that I fear, or love, or reverence 
thee ; 

But^ that my foul, confcious of whence 

flie fprung, 
Sits unpolluted in her facred dwelling, . 
And fcorns to mingle with a thought fo. 

mean. 

SirPatient. ' Virtue has many branches, 
' madam, befides chaftity, and I could. 
' • wifli you would remember that the care 
' of not giving offence is not the laft. 

among them.' 

Ladj MarvelL « I never aimed to 
' give offence, but fhall be under no 
' concern about thofe who take it with- 
'^out caufe.' 

Sir Patient. ' Well, madam, I hope 
"you will one day confider what you 
'^owe to your own character j and alfo. 

' think 
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' think that it is fome part of your duty 
* not to render me unhappy.' 

He faid no more, but as he left the 
room a deep figh iffued from his bread, 
at which his lady, however, feem'd as 
little afFedted as ftie had been with his 
remonftrances — the moment he was 
gone flie refum'd that difcourfe with her 
dogs which his coming had broke off, 
and which I had already been too much 
tired with hearing to ftay the continuance 
of, fo went direftly out of the houfe, tho* 
not without a very troubled mind, to 
have found a lady, who had every requi- 
fite to command refpe£t, take a pride 
in making herfelf contemptiblca 




i 
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CHAP. III. 

h a kind of a ivarning-hell to the pitS"- 
lic^ a?id gives a melancholy^ tla' a' 
too common proof, that a per [on in 
endeavouring^ by unjufl cr impru- 
dent me a fur es^ to avoid falVuig into 
an imaginary mi fortune is frequently 
liable to bring on effectually what 
other wife might never have happen' d^ 

OF all the paflions which diftraft the^ 
human mind, fure there is none 
more pernicious in its quality, or more 
dreadful in its confequences, than jea- 
ioufy ; — it is Iook*d upon, indeed, as the 
moft certain proof of a ftrong and vio- 
lent aliedtion ; yet it is fuch a proof as no 
one would wifii to experience, as it infal- 
libly involves the beloved pbjc<5t in a 
variety of difquiets, v. hether innocent or 
guilty \ — nur is the pcrfon poficfs'd of 
this raging fury lefs wretched j — fo juft 
arc thele words of mr. Drydcn : 
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* O jealoufly ! thou raging ill, 

« Why haft thou found a place in 
* lovers hearts ? 
^ Afflicting what thou can'ft not kill, 

* And poilbning love himfelf with his 

' own darts. 

And as the inimitable Shakrpear yet 
more emphatically, in my ppinion, ex- 
prefles it : 

* O what damned minutes tells he o*cr, 

* Who doats, yet doubts \ fufpedls, 

* yet ftrongly loves. 

But It is altogether needlefs to bring 
any teftimonies from printed quotations 
on this head ; — even thofe who have 
happily lived free from the direful paf- 
fion in their bofoms, or never felt the 
efFe<5ls of it from thofe by whom they are 
beloved, cannot but have feen, among 
their acquaintance, enough to conyince 
them better of its malignity, than they 
can be by the pen of any author. 

But as jealoufy frequently takes pof- 
feffion of the foul by almoft impercep- 
tible degrees, the following little narra- 
tive may ferve as an antidote . againft its 
poifbn, and warn every one, married per- 
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fons efpccially, not to give way to its firff: 
attacks, left it fliould be in time wholly 
fubdued by it. 

Cleora had from her very infancy been 
promifed in marriage to the fon of a 
neighbouring gentleman, — ■ about three 
years older than herfelf ; an inclination for 
her intended huft)and grew up with her 
years, nor was his affection lefs tender for 
her, whom he expedled would one day be 
his wife ; but when the innocent pair be- 
came ripe for the confummation of their 
mutual wiflies, an unhappy difpute hap- 
pened between their parents, which en- 
tirely broke off the match at once, and 
they were forbid to fee each other any 
more. 

As I was not at that time acquainted 
with either of the lovers, I cannot pretend 
to defcribe what their young hearts fuf- 
tain'd in this cruel feparation — it was, 
doubtlefs, very grievous to them both at 
• fir ft ; — but abfence, and variety of amufe- 
ments, provided for them by their re- 
fpeftive parents, in order to. diflipate 
their chagrin, by degrees wrought the 
defirM effedts : — Leander, for fo he 
was caird, grew one of the gayeft men 
about the town ; and Cleora was fo far 
wcan*d from the remembrance of him, 

that 
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that flie obeyed her father without reluc- 
tance in receiving the addrefles of Ariftus, 
who, after the neceflary forms of court- 
fliip, became her hufband. 

Few nuptials gave a greater promife of 
felicity ; — the births, — the fortunes of 
the wedded pair were equal ; — their ages 
perfectly agreeable ; — Ihe was not quite 
\ nineteen, .and he no more than five and 
twenty j — flie was a very lovely woman,-— 
he a mofl: graceful man. — He had ado- 
red her to fo romantic a height, that it 
was thought, if he had not obtained her, 
a dagger or a bowl of poifon muft have 
been his fate : — Ihe treated him with all 



from a virtuous woman by a reafonable 
man: — they were, in the firft months 
of their marriage, the envy and admira- 



But alas, how uncertain is the date of 
human happinefs ! — ^When Heaven is not 
pleafed to beftow on us a contented mind ; 
I mean, when we do not afk that blefling 
and endeavour to acquire it, in vain in- 
dulgent fortune lavifbes her whole ftock 
of bounties on us j— -we repine amidft our 
plenty, — enjoy nothing we poflefs, and 
are wretches becaufe we will be fo. 



, the tendernefs 




tion of as many as knew them. 



The 
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The bridal houfe, fo lately the theatre 
of joy and pleafure, foon became the cell 
of gloomy fullennefs and black defpair; 
— the eyes ol the beautiful Cleora were 
frequently feen red with weeping — flie 
ceafcd to appear at any public place, and 
received very little company at home ; 
while on the brow of the once chearful 
gay Arillus now lower'd a heavy melan- 
choly, and all the indications of a deep 
inward grief. 

Every one faw the change, but none 
could prefently difcern the caufe ; — it 
could not, however, long be kept a fecret ; 

the fervants who waited immediately 
on their perlbns were the firfl: who dif- 
cover'd it, thefe reported it to the others, 
.and they faird not to whilper to as many 
as they were acquainted with, — that 
their mafter was prodigioufly jealous of 
his kdy. 

The firfb tokens he gave of this 
frenzy, as I have been fince informed, 
was to debar Cleora from going to the 
opera,— the play, — the mafquerade, and 
all routs and afiemblics, all which places 
flie had been accuftom'd to frequent : — 
file obey'd him, nbtwithflanding, with- 
out murmur or repining 5 and told him, 

with 
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with a great deal of fweetnefs, that if 
thofe diverfions were infinitely dearer to 
her than ever they had been, fhe would 
readily facrifice all the pleafure fhe took 
in them, to that of teftifying her love 
and duty to him. 

Not contented with this he proceeded 
farther, and forbid her to make any vifits 
without him, except to his mother, who 
lived but in the next ftreet : — and then 
to let him know, that he might meet 
her there and bring her home ; — hard as 
this injundlion feem'd to her, flic comply'd 
with it, being refolved, if poffible, to chafe 
from his mind all thofe ideas flie found 
he had conceived in prejudice of her dif- 
cretion, and convince him that flie re- 
garded nothing fo much as his fatis- 
fadion. 

What more could woman do, or man 
cxpedl ? — -yet all was not enough to make 
this jealous hufband eafy : — whenever 
they were abroad together, if any gentle- 
man happened to be.in company, the leaft 
gallant thing faid to her, or complaifance 
return'd to it by her, immediately fet the 
worm within his brain a madding, and 
made him, on their coming home, re- 
proach her in terms very unbecoming in 
|iim to make ufe of, and difficult for 

her 
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her to bear with patience ; — yet, neverthe- 
lefs, he ftill loved her, — loved her to an 
excefs J — but, as the poet fays, 

* No figns of love in jealous men re- 
' mains, 

* But that which fick men have of 
^ life, their pains. 

In fine, this behaviour of Ariftus en- 
grofs'd much of the converfation of the 
town, and various were the conjeflures 
pafs'd upon it — fome highly blamed 
him ; — others were apt to imagine there 
had really been fome imprudences on the 
part of Cleora; and not a few there 
were among her own fex who, hating 
her for thofe very perfeftions which 
ought to have excited their efteem, fcru- 
pled not to pronounce her guilty of every 
thing Ihe could be fufpefted of. 

Much was this lady to be pitied, — de- 
prived of all thofe pleafures to which her 
youth had been accuftom'd, — ill treated 
by her hufband, — cenfured by her ac- 
quaintance, and fecluded from the fociety 
of thofe who might have found means of 
diverting, if not wholly diffipating her 
melancholy. 



To 
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To add to her misfortune, fliC had no 
friend near her to whom file might com- 
plain-; — -her' father, being a widower, had 
broke up houfe keeping foon after her 
tnarriage, and was retired with an intent 
to pafs the remainder t>f his days with 
her elder fitter, who was fettled in a fur 
diftant county ; fo that the only peirfon 
from whom ihe received any confolation 
ivas mifs Lucia, the fifter of Ariftus, a 
youftg lady of great good nature, and 
who believing • her truly innocent, ufcd 
her utmpfl: endeavours to put all chy- 
•meras to her ^prejudice oUt of her bro- 
ther- s head. 

• I'he difcouffes which continually fiird 
my ears about this family,' and the difFe- 
reiit opinions the world had of the manner 
of their living* together, onade me rdfolve 
-to have -recoiirfe to my Invifibility, in 
order to difcover which was in the right. 

Ac5o^•d^ngly I went one day, equipt 
-ds ufualy with my Belt and Tablet, to 
make a vifit at their houfe, — AriPais was 
abroa-4, but I found Cleora futing in a 
very penfive pofture in her dreffir^g- 
room. 



Vol. IL D 
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1 bad not been there abpy^ two mi- 
nutes before the waiting-maid came in, 
iind afk*d her lady whether fhe would be 
pleafed to walk into the next room, or 
have tea brought in where fiie was j .xo 
which fhe reply'd: 

Cleora. ' I do not know as yet. — Has 
' any body been here from my fifter 

* Lucia ?' 

Maid. ' No, madam. 

Clecra. ' Well then, get things ready 

' in the drawing-room, — I believe fhe 

* will be here prefently •, — (he was from 

* home when John went to tell her I de- 

* fired her company ; but as fhe was ex- 

* peded foon, and mufl: have heard of 

* my mefTage, fhe would certainly have 
' fent an excufe if any thing had happened 

* to prevent her coming.* 

She had but juft given over fpeaking, 
and the maid withdrawn to do as ifie was 
ordered, than her footman cime in and 
prefented her with a letter, which he 
told her was left for her by a porter, 
who faid it required no anfwer, and was 
gone. 

I mufl 

I 



i 
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1 moft cortfefs, that on hearing this I 
was guilty of great injiiftice to the fair 
Ckora, and began to be apprehenfive 
that her hulband's fufpicipns were in 
realfty founded on too folid reafons'; but 
I ^as foon alham'd of my rafli judgment, 
when flipping behind her chair, and 
looking over her Shoulder as fhe read, £ 
perceived the letter was from mifs Lucia, 
and contained thefe lines : ' 

' To Cleora* 

Dear SisteRv 

'\][/Ords cannot exprefe how greatly 
** I am troubled, on finding niy- 

^« felf obKg'd to fend this inftead of wait- 
" ing on you in perfon; — be alTured I 
love and vjalue your converfation as I 
ought, and ihall no lefs fuffer in being 
" deprived of it^ Heaven knows for how 
" long a time, than you will do in the 
" knowledge of the caufe : — in fine, 
fome idle ftories, of which, I dare be- 
** lieve, my brother's unhappy caprice 
has been the fole occafion, have reached 
the ears of my mamma, and made her 
think it improper for me to be feen 
with you, while the world continues 
** to judge of you in the manner it does 
^ at prefent \ — flie heard of your meflage 
D 2 
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to me, and ftridly forbid me to obey 
the fummons ; — you know too well, 
my dear Cleora, what duty is owing 
from a child to a parent, and alfo how 
much my father's will has left me in 
her pqwer, to refent the painful proof 
1 ;nov/ give of my obedience to her;-^ 
I y/ifh, for my own lake as well as 
yours, that fhe, my brother, and 
every one that knows us, were as well 
convinced as myfelf of your perftft in- 
nocence •, bist, till that happy time ar- 
rives, mufl:. content myfelf with the 
memory of the many happy hours we 
have pafs'd together, and the hopes of 
many more yet to come, when once 
the horrid cloud which now feparates 
us is removed.— Farewell, — -ttia^ Hea- 
ven may feed you conrifprt ^under your 
' prefent afflidtion, and fpeedily relieve 
you from it, lhall be the conftant 
prayers of her, who is, . 

" "With the greateft fmcerity. 

My very dear Ckora, , 

Your moft aflfedionate fifter 

" And humble fervant^ 

" Lucia, 



« P. S. 
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"P. S. Tho* my mamma intends ta 
" talk to you upon this head herfelf, (he 

would not pardon my giving you any 
" hint of it ; for which reafon I durit 

not trull any of our fervants to convey 
" this to you, but fend it by a ftrange 

porter and beg that, for fear ot ac- 

cidents, you will commit it t) the 
" flames as foon as read. — Once more, 

my dear filler, I bid you, with an 
" aking heart, adieu." 

Scarce had flie gone through half this? 
epiftle before her countenance betrayM 
the efi^e(5l it produced — dtfdain, — and 
rage, - — and grief, feemed now to hiive 
united all their force to raife a tempeft in 
her mind, which immediatly broke forth 
in thefe and the like exclamations : 

Chora. ' Deprived of ,my poor Lucia 
' too, — and on fo (hocking a pretence ! 

* — Good Heaven, for what unknown 
' crime of mine, or of my anceftors, ant 

* I hnk'd into fuch a family ! — Mother 
^ and fon alike unjuft, ungrateful, bafe, 

tyrannic ! — Have I renounced all the 
gay amufements of life, — fubmitted 

* my temper to the will of an imperious 
^- hufband, and made it my whole ftudy 

* to oblige him, to meet at laft v>fitKv.h*v^ 

D 3 ^ 
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* ungenerous, this barbarous return ! — . 
^ My virtue fuf^efted, my reputation 

* traduced, and my converfation (hunn*d 
' as a difgraee !— Oh, tis too much,— too 

* much for human patience to fuftain !' 

It was for fome time before flie could 
compofe herfelf enough to finifli the peru- 
fal of what Lucia had wrote to her ; — 
and after (he had done fo, relapfed into 
agitations more violent, if poflible, than 
the former, — with geftures, and a tone 
of voice which denoted the extrcmeft bit*- 
ternefs of heart, flie cry'd out :* 

Cle^ra. * And muft I always bear this 

* ufage ! — be condemned to drag on a 
' life of lading wretchednefs and infamy I 

* — no, I cannot,-^will not.~Ob Hea- 

* ven, who knoweft my perfect inno- 

* cence, fend me the means to clear, or 

* 4X) revenge my wounded fame 1* 

Many other expreffions of the fame na- 
ture did her paffion vent, till at laft, re- 
colleding the requeft Lucia had made 
in the poftfcript of her letter, (he fnatch'd 
it haftily from oflF her toylet and thurft it 
into the fire, faying at the fame time : 

Clecra, * Poor Lucia, however^ muft 
^ not fuSTer for her friend:hip to me.* 
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Ariftus being returned' home, was that 
inftant coming up ftairs, which being op- 
pofite to tjie room where Cleora was,- 
and the door open, he had an opportu-^ 
nity of beholding this laft adion, tho*" 
not of hearing' the words which accom- 
pany'd it — he flew like lightning to the 
chim-ney in order to fave the paper, not 
doubting but it contain'd fomething that 
might add frefh fewel to his jealoully^ 
l)U0, nimble as he was, the flames vver^* 
yet more quick, and left not the leaft part 
of what he fo much wanted unconfumed. 

This difappointment, join'd with what 
he had feen Cleora do, fo much inflamed' 
him, that looking on her with eyes 
Iparkling with indignation, he faluted her 
with this reproach : 

Arijluu * '1 perceive, madam, you will 
' be ftill too cunning for me — your 

* lovers having fo cautious a miftfefs 

* have little to fear from the refentment, 

* of an injured hufband ; — yet, had I 

* conie a moment fooner, I might per^ 

* haps have difcover*d enough in that, 

* paper to have filenced all your^ future 
' boaftings of virtue and fiidelity.' 
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Cle.ra. ' Oh, fir, you need be under 

* no apprehenfions on that fcore ; • — the 

* continuance of your bafe fufpicions de- 
' ferve not that I fhould be at any pains 
' to undeceive you.* 

Arijlus. « No, — *twouM be in vain ; 

* — too well I know you; — know all 

* your vows and affeverations falfe as 

* your proftituted heart-, — nor can you, 
*^ ;— dare you now, attempt to juftify 

yourfelf, after the glaring proof I have 
received of your infidelity.' 

Clecra. ' What proof?' 

Jrifjus. * That paper, — perfidibu^ 
v/oman; — that paper, whofe afhes, if 
they could fpeak, would rife in judg- 
ment againft you; they are, however, 
filent evidences of your fhame and my 
difKonour/ 

Cleora. * This madnefs, or fbme 
new pretext to ufe me ill. — Pray what 
can the moft injurious of your imagi- 
nations fuggeft on the burning of a bit. 
of paper ?' 

^rijlus.' * Did I not dbferve your 
countenance while throwing the lewd 

* fcrawl 
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* fcrawl into the fire ? — Did not your 

* gloating eyes purfue it as you would 
' the fefiow from whom it came ? — 

* Were not all the marks of guile and 
' confufion on your cheeks on my ap- 
' proach?- — But this is not all — I was 
' told below that you had juft received a 

* letter by a porter: — anfwer to that, 

* thou hypocrite, — Does it become a 
' married woman, of your rank and cir- 
' cumftances, to receive letters brought 
' by: fuch meffengers ?* 

Cleora. * A married woman ! — fay " 
rather, a married wretch i for fiich 
are all- who have hufbands like Ariftus.* 

Arlfius. * Still you evade the qiteftion 

* — but if you would not - deferve t6 be 

* the wretch you call yourfelf, — b* ^nce * 
fincere, and tell- me from which of your- 

* pretended admirers that letter came.*- 

Cleora. ^ From none. *^ 

Ariftjisr- * Perhaps then fomfe '^em'a!^ ' 

* agent, — • fome fly prorhoter of yoVr 

* amorous intrigues : — but no ec^ilivoca- 

* tions — explain the whole of this dark 

* myflery, or by Heaven my fword fhall 

* rip the fecret from your br'eaft.' 
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Chora. * Do, — kill me, — it is thQ 
« only a6l of kinidnefs you can fliew, and 

* all 1 now wilh to receive from you.* 

jJripus.. ' So daring in yow crimes, ' 
< — abandoned creature 5 — but get out 

* of my fight this momemt, left I be 

* indeed provok'd to do a deed I might 

* hereafter repent of : — much as you 

* have wrong'd me^ I ftiould be loth ta 

* fend your polluted foul to everUfting 

* perdition/ 

Cleora. * Monfter ! — but to quit 
« your prefence is a command I fhall al- 

* ways be ready to obey.' 

It was with an unfpeakable haughtinefs 
that Cleora. utterM thefe words as flie 
flung out of the room. —I am apt to be- 
lieve^, by the- amassement Ariftus now ap- 
pearM in, that this was the firft time fhe 
had ever tcftify'd any great marks of re- 
fentment for his ill treatment of her ; — 
he ftood fpr fome moments in a profound 
r^fvery, and when he came out of it, , 
lifted up hiSt bands and eyes to heaven, 
faying, 

Ari/tus, * Good- God ! nothing but 
^thc moft perfedl innocence, or the moft 
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confummate guik, could inrpire wo- 
*' man with fa much boldnefs. — I know 
^ not what to think.' 

Then folding his arms, again fecm'd 
loft in meditation, which having indulged 
awhile, the fubjcd of it burft out in thefe 
words : 

Arifiui. * If fhe were innodent, whcrc- 

* fore IhouW fhe conceal from me the 
*' contents of that curfed letter ? — * No,— 

* *tis too plain fhe is guilty ; — in vain 

* would my fond heart, that fliU doats 
'*pn her, find excufes for her behaviour \ 
c — yet it would be fomie eafe to be con- 

vinced \ but tis impoflible, ^ — (he has 
too rnuch art. — How true,, O Dryden, . 
' are thy words : • 

Falfe women to new joys' urifeeh can • 
move. 

There are no prints left in the paths of 
love : 

AlV other > goods by public niarks are 
known; ' /; 

Biht thisi we moft defire to keep, has 
none. 

Aff^r this he walk'd feveral rimes 
bkckwards and forWards. in the room, 
ttien rail haftily down ft-alfS, V'\ve\^^- 
D 6 s^\xC^v 
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gin'd, in fearch of Cleora but finding he 
did not, and went out of the houfe, I 
alfo left it too, having an engagement of 
my own that evening. 

CHAP. IV. 

Tn which the reader ii.requejled to ex-- 
peSi no more than a continuation of 
the fame narratiz^ beguri in the pre^' 
ceding chapter ^ and which has in it 
too great a multiplicity of incidents 

- to be fully concluded in this. 

THE diftrefs in which I had left the^ 
beautiful Cleora, and the knowledge . 
I now had of her innocence, very much 
affefted me, . and . I muft either have 
changed my nature, or have loft that 
happy Gift of Invifibility, which enabled 
me to difcaver almoft every thing, not to 
have flown the next morning to the houfe 
of Ariftus, in order to inform myfelf 
what effeds the converfation of the pre- 
ceding night had produced. . 

I truly- pitied the unhappy pair, for 
though Ariftus was unjuft and cruel in his . 
ii?i]^icions, yet I plainly faw h^ fuffer'd 

no ' 
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no lefs in his own mind than what he in- 
fliifled on his much injur'd wife ; efpe- 
dally when I refleded - that he was not' 
guilty through a want of afFedtion for' 
her, but a too violent exGcfs of it ; as is 
obferved by ojie of ouf beft Englilh 
poets : ' .] 

* The g|-eater care, the higher paflion 
* (hews J 

* We hold that deareft,. we moft fear 
' to lofe. 

Indeed I foon found, how much more 
than I could even have imagined, this 
offending, hufband deferved my commi- 
feration ; — he was abroad, and Cleora 
not y( t rifen from her bed, when I made 
my vifit, which, as near as I can remem- 
ber, was fomewhat pad eleven o'clock; 
— • refolved, however, not to lofe my la- , 
hour entirely,; I had recpurfe for intelli- 
gence to the tatlers of the kitchen, whom, 
according to my wiih, I found bufy in 
difcourfe on the very point I wanted. 

Some took the part of their mafter, — 
Ibme of their lady; and upon the whole, 
I found that a ftcond quarrel having en- 
fued after Ariftus came home, Cleora 
had refufed either to fup or llec:p with 
him ; but lay in a . bed flie had order' d 



62 ^be invifible Spy. 

to be pi'epafM for Her in another room, 
on which he went not to his[ own^ but 
continued the whole night walking about 
the houfe, and behaved like a man to- 
tally deprivefd of reafon ; I ftiall relate 
fome few of the aninrmdverfions' iriade by 
thefe fpcculatiVe gentry on this occaiiort. 

Footman. * Well, if I were a gentle- 

* man like my matter, I would not make 

* myfelf fo uneafy for- all the women in 

* the worldv 

Houfe-maid. « Never talk of it, Wil - 

* liam J -i- if a man will be jealous of his 

* wife without a caufe, he deferves to 
**fufFeri' 

Cook. ^' Ay faith, Margery, and if 
he had foitife women fhe , would fooit 

* fhew him tht diiference, ^hd make 

* him jealous for fomething.* 

Footman. * You may fay what you - 

* will', but there mutt be fomething in it ; 
< ^'tis plain he loves her to diltraftion, 

* and would never be in fuch paffions 

* with her if he did not fee- things that - 

* we fcnow^ nothing of.* 

Hrufe-ma^d. ' You are a cenforioiis 
^' fool for thinking as you do j — niy 
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« lady IS as good a woman as ever was 

* born, and I dare fay as virtuous ; — 'tis 

* nothing but the devil that puts fuch 

* notions in my mafter's head ; — and 

* *tis* well if fome time or other, when he 

* is in thefe freaks, if he does not do 
« either her or himfelf a mifchief.* 

Cook. • So it is, indeed, Margery 5 . 
* 1 met him upon the ffairs this morn- 

* ing, and methought he Jook'd for all 

* the world as if he w^s going; to make 
^- himfelf away.* 

The footman was juft opening his 
month to make fome anfwer when the 
valet-de-chambre came into the kitchen,, 
and being afk'd if he knew where his 
matter was gone, he reply'd that he did, 
and that he was gone to wait upon his 
mother \ on which Ihe that had fpoke 
laft cry'd out : 

Cook. * His niother, — he will be ' 

* much the better for that ; — llie has a 

* good hind> as I have heard fay, at. 

* making bad worfe 5^ — I remember Sarah 

* that is juft gone away overheard her tell 

* my matter, that my lady kept too much 
' company, and went too often to the* 

* play,, and a heap of fuch ftuff ; and I 
•' believe, it is all owing^ to hei tVvax to^ 
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* poor lady is fo much confined as (he 

< has been of late.' 

Valet. * Hold your tongue. Cook, — 
« (he is a very worthy fine old lady, — . 

* ha$ feen the world, — is a great oeco- 

* nomift, and nobody can blame her for 

< infpefbing a little into her fon's affairs •, 
« — and it does not become you to talk 

* in this manner of yOur betters/ 

Cook. ' Marfy Come up, my good 

« eflence-Botfle ;* — I warrant you think, 

* that your bag- wig and flourifli'd ruffles 

* mufl give laws to the whole family ; 

* but I fhall talk of whom I pleafe and 

* of what I pleafe, withowt afking your , 

* leave or any body's elfe, as long as I 
« fpeak nothing but the truth.' 

At' this inflant the footman, on a 
pretty loud knocking at the door, put his 
head through the window of the area, 
and crying, — * Here is my mafter,' ran 
haflily up to give him entrance ; — I 
followed as faft as I could, being more 
curious to fee how Ariftus would behave,,, 
than to hear what would be the ifTue of; 
the conteft between the Cook and Valet, 

I ftood clofe in the corner of an arch 
in the paffage while he pafs'd by, and 
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could fee nothing in his countenance of 
that ferocity the fervants had been de- 
fcribing ; — on the contrary, a perfeft 
co'tnpofure feqm'd xo me to fit upon all 
his features, and left not ^he kaft traces 
of diflatisfa(Jlion. 

I attended him to a. chamber, which, 
as I afterwards perceived, was the fame 
that Cleora had made choice on for hen 
repofe^ if it were poffible for her to take 
any, the preceding night ; — ; he knock'd 
gently at the door, but finding it not 
readily open'd, retired and went into the 
dining-room, where he call'd a fervant 
and bid him feek his wife's waiting- maid, 
and order her to come immediately to 
him. 

The. young woman prefently appeared, 
tho* I eafily difcern'd not without fome 
tremor of the nerves, expecting, perhaps^ 



dilpleafure her countenance,, however,, 
grew more aflured when he fpoke in the: 
moft courteous accents, faying,. 

Arijiu'. ' Is your lady awake yet,. 
* mrs. Betty ?* 

Waiting-maid, * Yes, fir.* 
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Ariflus. « Then give my compliments 
' to her,— let her know I am come home 

* to breakfaffi, and' afk if fhe will have 

* the tea ferved where fhe is, or in hep 

* own drefling-room as ufual/ 

tVaxting-mald. Sir, you may be fure 

* I fhall be punftual in delivering your 

* honour*s commands to hen* 

Ariftm. * Say rather my intreatiies^ 

* mrs. Betty — for tho* I may be a little 

* out of humour fometimes, as it hap- 

* pen*d laft night, yet I cannot' think it 

* becoming in our fex to exercife any 

* authority over the ladies/ 

She faid no more, and after making a 
low curtfy went out of the room, very 
much furprifed at this fudden turn, as in- 
deed was I, aftct- what I had feen and- 
heard ; nor was able to determine as yet, 
whether the extrabrdiarhy complaifance 
he fhewM was real or afFedted ; — • I was 
foon convinced,, however, — that it was 
the fornrier, when the maid returned with 
this anfwer to his meffage : < 

ff^aitin^-maid. * Sir^ my lady defires 

* to be excufed ; — flie has got a violent 

* Aead-ach,, and begs not tpbcdifturbed.* 
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Arijius. * Tell her I bring her news 

* that will make her well j — no, — holdj 

* — will go myfelf.' 

With thefe laft words he flew to the 
chamber, and puftiing open the door, 
which wa.s now unlocked, found his wife 
fitting in a very melancholy and dejefted 
pofture j-^lhe ftarted up at fight of him, 
and without giving him leave to fpeak 
accofted him in thefe terms ; 

CUora^ * 'Tis hard that no part of a 
« houfe, of which I am flatter'd with the 

* name of miftrefs, can proted me from 

* the infults of a man who certainfy mar- 

* ried me with no other veiw than to 

* make me miferable** 

Ariftus. * Oh fay not fo, — I will foon 

* convince you to the contrary j — nor 

* fliall you ever more have caufe to fly 

* the prefence of Ariftus I own I h^ve 

* been to blame, have faid and done a 

* thoufand things that I am afliam'd to 

* think on. — But why, my dear Cleora, 
' did you raife my paflion to that guilty 
^ height ? — Why conceal from me the 

* author and contents of the letter which 

* gave me fo much pain ?' 
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Cleora. ' It would be eafy for me to 

* juftify my refufal,* . 

Ariftus. * I know it would, my angel, 
' full well I know it would — but I am 

* now let into the fecret without your 

* being guilty of a breach of friendlhip 

* to oblige me.' 

Cleora. < What is it you mean, 
« Ariftus ?' ' 

Arijlw, * I have been this morning at 

* my mother's, where fpeaking of our 
< unhappy quarrel, and the motive of it, 

* my filler immediately changed counte- 

* nance, and after vindicating your con- 

* duft with the utmoft vehemence, and 

* feverely condemning mine, confefs'd it 

* was herfelf had fent that letter to you 

* by a porter, and had defir*d you to 

* burn it as fbon as read.' 

Cleofa. * Dear Lucia ! — oh that the 
brother had tl^ filler's temper/ 

Ariftus. * Brother and fitter are equal- 

* ly devoted to you — if Lucia were 

* Ariftiis, file would do as Ariftus does 

* and if Ariftus were Lucia, he would 
« aft like Lucia: — the difference of 

* fexes 
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fexes -makes all the difFercixce in our 
fentiments or behaviour — her*s is a 
tender friendfhip, — mine a raging love, 
which while happy in your pofleffion, 
trembles at even the moft diftant poffi- 
bility of ever being lefs fo/ 

C/eora. ' Can it be love that fufpefts 
my virtue ?' 

Jrijltis. * By Heaven, itiy cooler nio* 
ments have never fet you down as ca- 
pable of wronging me or difhonouring 
yourfelf ; but when paflion rages in the 
Ibul, reafon has little government over 
our thoughts or words. — I know I 
have been much to bUme ; — r- but oh, 
Cleora, forgive a fault occafiohM only 

* by an excef's of fondnefs v - — fo dear I 

* prize you, that I envy the very air that 

* breathes upon your lips, and wifh to 

* grow for ever there and keep out all 
' intruders.* 

Cleora^ * But da you c<)nfider how 

* wretched this caufelefs jealoufly ha^ 

* made me ?' ^ 

Arijtus. ' Yes, and could tear out 

* my Heart for having evet harbour'd the 

* leaft unjuft fofpicidn xifyQo;-yet havfe 

* I fuffer'd toirJnent^ ftiUob '^re&ter tUafi 
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* was in my pbwer to iflflift. — Could 

* you be ienfible ^of the agonies I felt 

* during this laft whole cruel night, you 

* muft, you would forgive and pity me.* 

Cleorn. « Mine have not been lefs ^ 

* yet could I forget all, had my reputa- 

* tidn been tifrtoiich'd by yo«r ill ufage ; 
^ — • you now know the purport of your 

* fitter's letter-, and can you think it 

* poffiWe for me to fupport with pati- 

* ence, the being look'd upon by yout 

* kindred as a difgrace to the family I 
I am come among ?* 

Ariftus. « Thjnk not fo, my dear 

* Ckora, — my fitter was always affur'd 
« of your innocence, and a ftrenuous 
f vindicater of every thing you did ;-^my 

* mother never thought worfe than that 

* fome little inadvertencies in your con- 
« du6t had wrought me up to the follies 

* I have been guilty on, which fhe has 

* jutt now feverely chid me for : — they 
« will both wait on you this afternoon, 
^; 4nd give you all the proofs in theh* 

* power of the fincere refpeft and tender- 

* nefs they have for you.* 

Cleora. V Well, Ariftus, if I could 
« be ^ertaij^ tl at , this was the latt trial 

* you would^Ke of my good-nature, I 

* might, 
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* might, :perhaps, endeavour to think no 

* more on what is paft/ 

Jrijltts. * If eyer I fall back into my 

* former errors defpife me, — hate, — 

* think me the woril of myen ~ no, be 

* affured I am too much afliam'd of what 

* I have ibeen? ever ro be the like again 5 
' and as a proof of the perfedt confi- 
s dence I now have in you, henceforward 

* keq> what -company you pleafe, I fhjill 

* prefcribe no rules for your condud, I 

* (hall leave all to yourfelf^ and be fa- 

* tisfied that all you do is right.* 

Cleora. * I fhall take the Jefs liberty 
« for your granting me fo much : — but 
> if yw fhould relapfe^ remember what 
« a certain celebrated author of our fex 

* fays on this occafion : 

We women to ourfelves this jufticc 
owe. 

That thofe who think us falfe fhould 
find us fo/ 

She fpoke this with fo enchanting a 
fmile, that Ariftus, tho' not yet guite 
fure that what he did would be agreeable, 
could not forbear catching her in his 
arnjs, and holding her for fome time 
locked in the nK)ft ftriS: embrace, ^ thdn 
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letting her loofe, and looking on her With 
the extremcft tendernefs, cry'd^ 

Ariflus. ^ Do yduthen forgive me ?* 

CUcm. * I do/ i : - 

VV^ith thefe words ftie tht^w her fndwy 
arms about his neck, put her face clofe 
to his, returnin^i; all the endearments he 
had juft before given her y — after which, 
] — that is, as foon as the'itranfpbrt; he 
was in would give him leav© to fpeak, he 
laid, < : / 

Arijlus. « My for ever ador -d Cleora, 

* depend upon it that the whole ftudy df 
: V my life fhall be to requite this good- 

' nels/ . ! . 

CUcra. « Treat me but as my aftions 

* deferve,< — ^^I afk no more : — but come, 

* let us go to breakfaft,* 

With this they went arm in arm into 
the next room, where mrs. Betty and the 
, tea equipage waited their approach. * 

I now left this once more happy pair to • 
enjoy the fweets of their reconciliation-, 
and as T doubted not but the contrition 
of Ariftus would be as 'lading, as by 

many 
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many indications I had reafon to think it 
was fincere, expedted not that any future 
events, worthy the attention of an Invi- 
fible Spy, would happen to call nie to 
their houfe again. 

But, unhappily for the perfons con- 
cerned in it, a very few days after con- 
vinced me how little I was endow* d with 
(he fpirit of prophecy and alfo that when 
once the fatal fire of jealoufy has got 
pofleffion of the mind, tho' it may lie 
dormant for a while, yet the leaft warring 
of a feather, or even a (hadow, is fufficienc 
to give it motion, and kindle the fmo- 
ther'd embers into a blaze. 

I was loitering one morning in the 
Park, . the air was ferene aod not cold; 
the tiniie of year confider'd, for it was 
then November; — ^few people being therej 
I had an opportunity of indulging con- 
templation with the wonders of nature, 
which even in the moft ' barren feafoa 
affords matter to attradt our admirationi 
and was almoft loft in thought, when I 
was fuddenly rduz'd frohi it by the ap-i* 
pearance of Cleora, who, in a rich genteel 
delhabille, came tripping down the walk, 
and after looking two or three tifties 
round her, feated herfclf on a tench juft 
oppofite to St, Jamcs's-houfc niy fui^- 
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prife to find a lady of her rank alone in 
ihat place ftopp'd my farther progrefs^ 
and engaged me to draw pretty near to 
her, in order to obferve whether chance 
or any particular motive had broiighc her 
hither. 

In lefs time than the taking a pinch ol 
fnuflf would la{t» Arifhis came as from the 
palace ; — he faw his wife at a diftance, 
crofs*d over and came to her, faying, 

Ariflus. * What are you here, my 

* dear, and alone V 

Cleora. • You fee I am, but I did 

* not expeft to be pick'd up by a gentle- 
« man this morning, — ^We are well met, 

* however, and if you have no bufinefs 

* that requires your hafte, ihould be glad 

* you would give me your company 
? while I ftay» which will not be long.* 

Ariftus. « With all my heart,— I Vtras 

* only going to the cofFee-houfe ; and in 

* return for my complaifance you fhall 
? tell me by what accident I find you 
I i)ejre thus unguarded/ 

. Cleora. ^ Can one be unguarded where 
« there are fo many foldiers ? — But you 
t mpfl: jsapw I have been among the 

• (hops 
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* (hops at Charing-Crofs and made a 

* great many purchafes-, I choofe to 

* walk over the Park » — I had William 

* with me, but as I knew the centry 

* would not fuffer him to pafe through. 

* with the things, I fent him home the 

* other way : ~ when I came hither I 
« found the air fo extremely pleafantthat 

* I was tempted to fit down and take a 

< little of it, efpecially as I found no- 
« body here that I thought would take 

* any notice of me : — and now you have 

* the whole hifkory of my •morning's 

< tranfaftions.* 

Jriftus. * A very concife one — - but 

* fuppofe, my dear, you had met with 

* any of the Bucks, the Bloods, or the 

* Buffs, how wduld you have cfcaped 
^ their attacks ?* 

CU^ra. * \Vhy I would have fet my 
^ arms akimbo, and look*d as fierce asL 

* they : — • thofc fort of *fquires are never 

< bold but to the fearful.* ^ 

Finding, by their talking together itr 
this gay manner, that they continued \it 
perfe<5t good humour with each other, I 
thought I had no b^ufinefs to be to eVes-» 
dropper any longer to their difcourfr^^ 
and was going to quit the place where I 
E a had 
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had flood, when, juft as I had taken 
it into my head to do fo, two gentlemen 
came down the walk, one of whom, in 
paffing by the bench, ftopp'd Ihort, 
lookM earneftly at Cleora, ftarted, made 
a low bow, and then went on; — "flie re-^ 
turn'd the falute, but with a confufion 
impoflible to be exprefs'd ; — ftie blufli'd, 
^ flie trembled through every joint, — 
her fan fell out of her hand, and flie was 
ready to fink herfelf upon the feat. 

A lefs obferving huftand than Ariftus 
muft have taken notice of this fudden 
change but the alarm it gave his jealous 
heart was fuch as compelled him to be 
Ipeechlefs for fome moments : — Cleora 
in vain endeavowr'd to recompofe herfelf ; 
all the efforts fhe made to fupprefs or to 
conceal her agitations rendered them but 
the more violent, and confequently the 
more vifible. — Arifhis at laft broke 
fiknce with thefe words : 

Ariftus. * You feem diforderM, ma- 

* dam ; ~- the fight of thefe gentlemen 

* has had a flrange eflfeft upon you.* 

Chora. ^ I was a little furprifed at the 

* fight of one of them ; — but th^t is not 
f all, — I am not well/ 
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jtrijtus. * I fee you are not, cither in 

* mind or body ; — my coming was un- 

• lucky; had I been abfent, you would 

* doubtlefs have retained your former 

* gaiety : — but this is no place to expa* 

• tiate on the caufe of your diforder, — -r 

* I will get one of the foldiers to call a 

* chair, — 'tis fit you Ihould go home.* 

He waited not to hear what anfwer Ihc 
would make, but rofe haftily up and 
fpoke to one of thofe who he faw was 
not on duty ; — the fellow ran to do as 
he was defired, and prefcntly returned 
with a chair : — while he was gone, Cleora 
had recovered herfelf enough to fay to 
Ariftus : 

Cleora. * I perceive you are beginning 

• to entertain fcntiments to my difacl- 

• vantage ; — but have patience till we c 

• home, and I ftiali eafily make this matter 

• clear/ 

As he was putting her ittto the chzw 
fbe added) 

Ckora. * You will follow prefcntly/ 

Ariftus. * I (hall not be long after 

* you 5 tho* I believe your own medita- 

£ ^ * tionsr> 
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• ttons, at this time, will be more agrec- 
^ able to you than the company of a 

* hulband/ 

I perceived very plainly, by the coun- 
tenance of Ariftusy that a ftorm was ga- 
thering in his breaft, which I doubted 
not but would break forth in thunder; I 
could not help alfo being of opinion that 
there were feme appearances on the part 
of Cleora not much to her advantage ; — • 
I thought, however, that the beft way to 
form a true judgment ©f* the accidents 
©f that morning were to fee them when 
they were together, fo forbore following 
either of them, and reftrain'd my impa- 
tience *till the hour in which they ufually 
liined, as being the moft likely time to 
land Ariftus at home. 

On my coming to their houfe I found 
the door open^ and a footman in a laced 
Jivery fitting on a bench in the hall^ as 
waiting for an anfwer to fomemeffage he 
brought ; — I went direftly up to, the di- 
ning-room j — no perfon being there I 
pafs'd on to Cleora^s apartment, and 
found her writing at her buroe 5 — ^ a 
letter lay opeQ before containing thefe 
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To Cleora, 
Madam, 

« T Heard not of your marriage till 
A fome weeks after it was confumma- 

«^ ted ; and when I did, the hurry of my 
affairs, being then juft going to Paris, 
prevented my congratulating you upon 
it ; — ! returned to England but three 
days fince, and the firft enquiry I made 
was concerning your health and place 
of abode ; but the anfwers I received 

^< to thefe interrogatories were mingled 
with" fome other informations^ which 
make me not quite fure that a vifit 

*^ from me might not give offence to 
that happy gentleman who is now your 
hufband ; — I would not therefore take 
the liberty of waiting on you till I 
had firfl received your permiflion ; — 
it is a bleffing I ardently long for, but 
whether proper for you to grant or 
not, I beg you will believe that I am. 

With an efteem too juflly grounded 
for change of circumftances to alter. 

Madam, 
Your moft faithfully devoted. 
And moft humble fervant, 
« Leander..- 

E 4 The: 
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The anfwer ; given by Cleora to tho 
above billet was as follows : 



S I R, 

^T^HA T I ftill retain a place in 



« X your remembrance demands mj 
grateful acknowledgments, and I am 
forry to tell you that it is at this dL- 
ftance only I can pay my thanks : — it is 
" eaiy for me to guefs of what nature the 
informations you mention have been^ 
and think myfelf obliged fo far to conr 
" firm the truth of them, as to let you 
know the favour you intended me is 
wholly improper fof mc to receive; 
" and to defire you will attempt no fu- 
** ture correfpondence of any kind, with 
her who is no longer miftrefs of her 
" adlions, but who muft always preferve 
in her heart the beft wilhes for your 
welfare.. 



Having feal'd this fhe caird her maid 
Betty, and bid her deliver it to the man 
who waited for it ; — then took up Le- 
ander's letter and read it two or three 
times over to herfelf with very diftqrb'd 
emotions \ — after which flic rofe haftily 



To Leander, 




" Cleora, 



f Oifl^ 
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from the pofture (he had befen in, whether 
with a'defign to burn, or lay it carefully 
up, I cannot pretend to fay, for her huf- 
band that inftant flew into the room and- 
fnatchM it out of her hand ; — Ihe fhriek*d, 
and, in my opinion, very imprudently 
endeavoured to wreft it from him ; — * 
his ftatiire; as well as ftrength, being, 
much fuperior to hers, he held it at 
arms length and read the contents, in- 
fpite of all her weak efforts to hinder it. 

"Which done he clapp'd it into his, 
pocket, ftamp'd, — bit his lips; 
meafur*d the room with wild unecjual'^ 
pace$, — ftill as he* turn'd dartifig re-, 
vengeful glances at the trembling Cleora ; 
~ thefe, and other fuch like frantic 
gefturcs, introduced the following dia* 
logue between them : 

Clebra. ' What is there in that letter; 
*^'can have moved you thus?* 

Arijius. * Was it nbt fent by him 

* whofe flght this morning threw you into 

* fuch diforder.* 

Cleora: * I was a little furprifed at the 

* fudden appearance of a perfon l had 

* not feen for a long time ; but know 

E 5 ' not 
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• not that the difordcr l was in proceeded 

* from that caufe.V 

Ariflm.. * He knew it did,, at leafl:^ 
*^^and I fuppofe fent you this billet by? 

* way of confolation., 

CleQra. ^ You put an odd interprcta- 

* tion on his words as well as on my 

* looks. Is this, Ariftus, the effeft ofv 

* all thpfe promifes yx)u fo lately made V 

Arlfim. * When \ made thofe pro- 

* mifes I was lb weak as to believe there^ 

• w^s- a poffibility of. your being faithful 5 

• —but I am now convinced of what 

• you are - know that you are the moft ' 
«: vile of women, and I the moft accurfed 
*^ of men/ 

CUora, • You make yourfelf, indeed,. 

• the ,one^ by. your unjuft and bafe fufpi- 

• dons ; — but no adtion of mine fhall. 
« ever prove that I am the other/ 

j^rijius, * Death and furies ! — did I' 

• not meet the villain^s fervant with 

* letter from you in his hand!' 

Chora. * Suppofc you didj. — I wrotC:* 
*^ tu forbid his . coming hither/ 



Atifiui. * Yes, and no doubt to ap- 
point a place more convenient for your 
f meeting.' 

Cleora. « 'Tis falfe ; ~ nor would the * 
*'man whom your fufpicions wrong me 
♦'with, harbour a thought to the prejudice' 
^ either of my virtue or my reputation. ~ 
« No, if you had half his honour or his 
love I Ihould not be the wretch I am/ 

Ariftus.' « Thed you confefs he loves 
fyou?-' 

Cieora. • He loved rtjc once, and^ 
*^'tho' Heaven thought fit to break off our 
♦^intended union, I believe ilili preferves^ 
f^an efteem for me/ 

• Ariftus. « As you for him. — Hell* 
f 'and vengeance ! ~ dare you avow this 

• 'to my face ! ~ Have I then only the " 

• leavings, — ^ the rcfufe of a beloved ri*' 
« val 1 -— audacious ftrumpet ! • 

In fpeaking this he ftruck her fo vio-; 
fent a blow over the face, that the blood ^ 
gu(h*d from her nofe and mouth, oiv- 
which fhe cry' d out : 
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Clecra. * Villain ! — thert wanted but 

* this to prove the bafenefs of thy abjeft 
' foul ! — but think not that the name of 

* wife fhall make me tamely bear fuch 

* ufage V — noi if the laws of England 

* ftiould refufe to do me juftice, I will fly 
^ to the remoteft corner of the earth, and 

* feek a refuge among the kfs barbarous 
' Hottentots, rather than live beneath the 
' roof,, much lefs fleep in the fame bed 

* with fuch at monfter !' 



How Ariftus would have behaved ort 
this is uncertain, — a fervant that momenc 
cnter'd the room, and told* him that a 
gentkman, who it feems he had fent for 
that morning upon bufinefs, was now 
come to wait upon him ; whatever 
was in the mind of this diftrafted huf- 
band, he had no farther opportunity, of 
fhewing it at prcfent, and only giving a 
furious look at Cleora, and muttering 
fome inarticulate curfes between his teeth 
as he went out, left her to. rximinate. on 
what was paft. 

. She no fooner found herfelf alone- than 
ftie rung the bell for her maid, who ap^ 
pear'd quite frighted on feeing her lady ia 
iuch a condition — the girl's exclamations 
made faer turn to the Soking-glafs, and 

tlir 
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the injury that had been done to her 
beauty, k is probable, gave ftrength ta 
her refentment, and fhe refolved to put 
in immediate execution what flie had 
threatened Ariftus with doing. 

Betty had lived with her before her 
marriage, and was lio ftranger to the love 
had been between her and Leander ther 
enraged fair one therefore ferupled not tor 
make her the confidant of the motive of 
this laft l^uarrel with her hufband, and 
the intention fhe bad of quitting him for 
ever v— then, after confidering- a little 
in what manner (he fliould manage this 
affair, gave the following orders : 

Cleora. * I would have you take z 
» ^ hackney-coach for expedition fake, and 

* go to mrs. Clip*s, the tyre-woman^ 
^ wha cuts ifty hair; — I know flic letsf 

* lodgings V if ^ has any apartment 

* empty, hire it dircftly ; b«t if her houfe 
^ happens to be full, do not return with- 

* out procuring one for me in fome other t 
« for I am determined to go this very 
^- afternoon, and fliall think every mo- 

* ment an age till I am. out of this de- 
• tefted place,** 

While the maid w^ gone, Cleora fet 
^out packing up her cloaths and jewels^ 

whiclv' 
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which flie did with fuch adroitnefs and' 
alacrity, that in Icfs than an hour evcry< 
thing belonging to her was ready to be 
fent away — in a little more than that- 
time Betty returned, and told her that 
mrs. Clip's firft floor being let flie had 
agreed for the parlours, which ihe faid^ 
were very handfomc, and ' (he believed her 
ladyftiip would approve of, at leaft till ^ 
better apartment could be provided.- 

Cleora was fatlsfy*d,--r- another coaci* 
was caird to carry her, and t:he maidfol'r 
Ibw'd in the other with the luggage^ 

Ariilus was all this time abroad, he* 
went out with the gentleman' who had ^ 
caird on him, and his abfence vety much^ 
facilitated the execution of his wife^s de-*"' « 
fign for bad he been at home 'tis certaua^ 
tiiat either his love or anger, ©r pcrhap^' 
a mixture of botbj would have attempted' 
to detain her but what efFeds the ftcps 
ihe had tak^n produced, both on the one 
and the other, muft b^ left to the fuc^' 
©ceding chapter*- 




CHAK 
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^ which the confequences cf Cleora^s^ 
elopement^ in relation both to herfelf 
and hujhand^ are fully Jhen&n^ and^ 
an ^nd put to that fufpence which it 
is' highly probable the former page$^ 
may haw excited in the mind of every 
inter ejled md curious reader. 

I Staid fome hours at the houfe of Arif- 
. tusr. expeding ta be witnefs of fomer 
thing extraordinary in his behaviour,, 
when he Ihould be told of the departure of 
his wife; but he returning npt in all that 
time, I grew weary of the. tedious atten- 
dance and quitted my poft in order to g<>^ 
home ; f or as to Cleora, I had no thou^ta 
of vifiting her in -her new apartment 'till 
next morning. 

It not being late, howejjfr,^ I took it' 
into my head to call in aj£ a great cofFee- 
houfe in my way, and lucky was it for 
the gratification of my curiofity that \< 
did fo 5. — I found A rift its there,- — he was 
fitting at a- table in one corner of the 
room,, fome diliance from the other 

conx- 
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company, with paper and a ftandiQi. be- 
fore him ; — I advanced with all the 
fpeed I could towards him, and law hinX' 
write the following billet: 



To Leander.' 



"SIR, 



U are a villain, and have endea-' 
** * vour'd to wrong me in a p6int 
too tender to be forgiven : — I need 
only tell you, that I am the hulband 
of Cleora, to inform you both of what 
I mean, and what fort of fatisfaftipn 
^ my honour demands from yduj which 
I expeft you will give me to-morTow 
morning at feven, in the Artillery- 
ground, Tothtll-fields : — the bearer 
** has orders to wait your' anfwer to 

^ ArktusT, 

This he feht by a porter to the Braund^ 
head in Bond-ftreet, at which houfe, a^ 
I afterwards difcover'd, he had with a 
good deal of pains got intelligence that 
£eander conl^ntly fupp'd every night. 



I waited -behind Arilfus' with an impa- 
tience, perhaps, not inferior to his own, 
to fee what reply Leander would make 
to the above, till the porter returned 
from him with thefc lines ; 

To^ 
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To Aristus. 

'^S I R, 

*« npH O' your telling me that you are* 
A the hufband of Cleora cannot 
make me in the leaft fenfible how I 
" deferve the name of villain, yet I can' 
** eafily guefs at the fatisfaftion you re- 
" quire, and fliall not fail to meet you at 
the hour and place appointed, in hopes 
of being better informed for what ima- 
ginary caufe you treat in this manner 
a perfon who neither knows or ever 
had any defign to injure you. 

•* LeanderI 

Ariftus, after having read this, ffiaid" 
AO longer than to drink one di(h of 
coffee 5 as I perceived he turned that way 
which led to his own houfe, I could not 
forbear accompanying him thither and 
I believe, by what I have to relate, the 
reader will think I had no reafon to re- 
pent the pains I took^ 

He was no (boner enter^ than he afk*d 
haftily for his wife, doubtlefs with an in- 
tention to renew his reproaches, and give 
a. vent to fome part of the fiiry he was 
poflefs*d of 5 but never certainly did afto- 
JS^ilhixicnt work a more ftraBge effcd:,— oti 
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being told by the footman who opCQM 
the door, that flie was gone, and the 
manner in which (he went, the fudden 
Ihock at once deprived him both of fpeech 
and motion, — his face grew pale as alhes, 
—his eyes were fix'd in a ftupid ftare, and 
bad he been buried for three days, fcarce 
could he have appeared more the ghoft of 
what he was the moment before. 

His deaden'd faculties by degrees revi- 
ving, the firft ufe he made of them was ta 
call up all the fervants, aflcing firft one, 
and then another, — why fhe was. fuf- 
fcr*d to depart, — why they did not ftop 
her ! — to which they anfv/cr*d, that ha- 
ving no order from him they durft not 
prefume fo far ; — and bcfides, they knew 
nothing of her going tiU they faw the 
coaches at the door and the portmanteaus 
carry'd out. 

He next demanded to what place fhe 
had directed herfelf to be carried; but 
both Cieora and her maid having takea 
the precautipn to give no order to the 
coachmen till they were got fome diftance 
from the houfe^ no one of them was able 
to give him any information, on which 
he fent them out of the room» not with-^ 
out fome curfes on their indolence in not 
I^Uowing the coaches » then, thinking^ 
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himfelf alone, began to give a loofe to 
the diftates of his defpair and rage in 
thefe expreffions: 

Ariftus. * Then flie is loft ! — for ever 
' loft to me! for if fhe ftiould return, 

* my honour, after this, would not per- 
^ mit me to receive her. — Why did I ever 

* marry ! — What demon tempted me to 

* become the huft^and of a woman, whom 

* I knew all mankind who faw muft love 
' as well as I ! — Yet how fecure, how 

* happy did I once think myfelf in her 

* embraces I — Too blefs'd, indeed, had 

* fhe never given -me reafon to believe her 

* falfc ! — Heavens? that fo fair anoutfide, 

* fuch fceming innocence, fhould be the 

* varnifli of a foul polluted mind !— Curfe 

* on my fond paffionj — curfe on. her fa^ 

* tal charms ! — r- Oh the deceiver ! tile 

* vile hypocrite, while in my arms Ihe 
^ languirfiM for another ! — There is no 
^ longer any room for doubt, her flight 

* has proved her guile. — Revenge is now 
^ my fole relief ; — ^ flie for the prefent 

* has efcap'd my reach ; but I will ftab 

* her image in Leander's hieart.— Oh that 
^ it were morning, that I might put a 

* hufbond's mark upon the lewd adul- 



:Whilc 



92 



Invifibie Spy. 



While uttering the latter part of this 
exclamation he flew about the room as 
if totally bereft of reafon ; till his fpirits, 
at length exhaufted by the violence of 
his rage> funk into the contrary extreme, 
— that of dej dion — he folded his 
arms, figh'd, and with tears burfting 
from his eyes, cry'd out : 

jirijiu$. * Oh Cleora f — Clcora ! — 

* lovely perfidious wanton, to what haft 
f thou reduced me !* 

He then threw himfelf down on a 
fettee, with groans like thofe which iflue 
from the breafts of men dying in their 
full vigour; whence, after having lain 
fome time, he ftarted up faying : 

Arijius. * I will think no more ; — ta 

* hear of my diftraftions would but footh 

* her pride/ 

He now ftemM a little more compofed, 
^and caird for fomething to eat ; but ori 
its being brought could only mangle a 
cold chicken, without being able to put 
one morfcl into his mouth, fo rofe from 
table and went up to his own chamber, 
where I did not think fit to purfue him, 
as hafving already feen enough to make 

me 
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me know the prefent dilpofition of his 
jnind* 

It was my full intention, however, to 
go in the morning to the Artillery- 
ground, to be fpeClatof of the combat, 
between him and Leander ; but was difap- 
pointed by fleeping beyond the time they 
were to meet ; — this a little vex'd me, 
but I confoled myfelf with the thoughts 
of being able to hear the event, by call- 
ing fome part of the day at the houfe of 
of Ariftus, for I knew not where Lean- 
der lived ; but my concern for Cleora 
carrying me firft to her lodgings, I thero^ 
got all the intelligence I wanted. 

I found that lady, as I believe, jufl: 
rifen from her bed, for flie was in a loofe 
entire delbabille flie feem*d very pep- 
five, and had the marks of her jealous 
hufband*s refentment ftill flagrant on her 
lovely face ; — Betty was not with her 
when I came in, but enter*d immediately 
after, and ifurprifed her with thefc words : 

Betty. « Oh ! madam, — I h.avc the 
I ftrangefl: thing to tell you !* 

CUora. * What is it ?* 
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Betty. * Who does your ladyfliip 
« think I have fecn ?' 

Cleora. * Nay I know not. — Who, 
5 prithee? 

Betty. * The very footman that brought 

* your ladyfliip the letter yefterday, and 

* put my maAer into fuch a rage ; — I 

* was never fo confounded in my whole 
^ life/ ^ 

Cleora. * Confounded, for what ? — • 

* Where did you fee him ?* 

Betty. * In the kitchen, madam : 

* when I went down, juft now, to put 

* on the tea-kettle for brealcfaft, who 

* fliould I fee there but him talking to 

* mrs. Clip : — his mafter lodges' here in 

* the apartment above.* 

Cleora. < Good Heaven ! — was there 

* ever fo unfi>rtunate an accident !' — to 
« come to lodge in the fame houfe with the 

* man whom at prefent it moft behoves 

* me to avoid !— Do you think he knows 

* you V 

Betty. * O yes, madam •, — your lady- 

* ihip may remember it was I that took 

* the 
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the letter from him and carry*d down 

* your anfwer :— I warrant he knows me 

* again ; but if he did not, I find mrs. 

< Clip has been babling to him about 

* your ladyftiip, for I heard her mention 

* your nam^ as I was upon the ftairs.* 

Chora. * Sure I was infatuated not to 

* forbid that woman telling any body I 
^ was here 5 — but I muft remove imme- 

* diately 5 —it would be my utter ruin if 

* my hufband, or any of his fnends, 

< (hould hear I had lain in this houfe but 
f one night/ 

Betty. • Very true, indeed, madam, 

< — and as foon as your ladyfhip has 

* had your breakfaft, I will go out and 

* get another lodging.' 

Ckora. ^ Don't talk of breakfafting, 

* — I will have you go this inftant, — I 
f am diftrafted to think where I am.' 

B#//y. * Dear madam. I beg you will 

* not put yourfelf into wch a hurry of 
« fpirits, it feems Lcander i3 gone abroad, 
« and thefe gay gentlemen, when once 

* they go out, leldom return all day : — 

* I will engage your ladyfhip fliall be re- 

* moved Srfbre he knows any thing of 
\ * your being here.' 
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Cleora, • You talk like a fool ; — as he 
* went out fo early, he is the more like- 
> ly to come home to drefs, — therefore 
prithee get away,, — I would not have 
him fee me here for the world.' 

Betty, finding her' lady fo . refoltite, 
made no farther delays, but went into 
the next room and huddled on her capu- 
chin and gloves, which done, flie returned 
and afk'd .what part of the town would 
be moft agreqable to her ; — to which 
Cleora reply'd, > — that all fituations were 
alike indifferent to her ; but fliould chufe 
fome one or other of the ftreets that 
turn'd out of the Strand, as (he muft be 
privat^, for a while, and had fewcft ac- 
quaintance that way, — and then bid her 
fend mrs. Clip to her. 

The maid went out, and mrs. Clip en- 
tered the room prefently after ; — Cleora 
told her the circumftances of her affairs 
laid her undpr .a neceffity of removing 
from ; her ,hai;>fei and intreated ftie would 
not make n^ention of ^ler having been 
there to any one who might enquire for 
her ; ' — the other exprefsM a good deal 
jof concern for lofing fo good a lodger^ 
•4and affured her . of obferving fccrccy in 
the point flie defir'd. 

While 
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While they were talking, a loud knock* 
ing at the door made mrs. Clip run to the 
parlour window, and feeing who it w*i 
cryM out^ 

Mrs. cup. * Blefs me ! 'tis Leandef ^ 

* his cloaths are all bloody, and his arm 

* in a fcarf !-*-he hasr been fighting, that's 

* certain ! I thought there were fomc 

* fuch thing in hand, by his going out fo 

* early this morning; — I beg your lady- 

* fliip's pardon, I muft mA and fee if he 

* w*nts atiy thing I can do for him.^ 

Cleora was too much confounded at thb. 
name of Leander, and the condition fhe 
heard he was in^ to offer to detain her, 
and after Ihe wa$ gone fell into a pro- 
found refvcry, which held her for, I be- 
lieve, not lefs than half an hour^ and 
perhaps might have done fo much longer, 
if (he had not been roufed from it by a 
gentle knocking at the parlour door 5— 
but how greatly was Ihe furprifed^ when 
on her calling to the pcrfon to come in 
fhe faw Leander enter ; — fhe ftarted, — 
trembled, and with a faultering voice 
fpoke thus to him : • 

Cleora. * Oh, fir, a vifit from you r$ 
I * wholly improper at this time !* 

Vol. II. F Lcandt&r. 
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Lean^er. * I hope not fo, madam ; 

* fince I would not have fo far intruded, 
but to acquaint yoy with Ibmething 

* which it pay be convenient fqr you to 

* know ; — I have feen your hufband this 

* morning/ 

Cleora. * Oh my foreboding heart !— 

* I dread to aflc the confequence of fuch at 

* meeting !* 

Leander^ * You need not, madam, — 

* Ariftus is unhurt, and I bear only one 

* flight token of his intent to take my 
' life/ 

Ckora. * Then you have fought!' 

Leander. * It was with the utmoft^re- 

* gret I drew my fwprd againft the huf- 

* band of Cleora ; — but be pleafed, 

* madam, to perufe this billet, and you 

* will fee the neceflity that compeird me 

* to it/ 

With thefe words he prefented to her 
(the challenge h& had received the night 
before from Ariftus-, which, as foon as 
(he had looked over, flae returned to hrm 
^ain, — faying,' • 

Cleora. 
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Cleora. Unjuft Ariftus ;-^but I thank 

* Heaven that nothing worfe has cnfued !* 

Leanden * Heaven, madam, has in- 
^ deed alone the praife \ fince it was not 

* to any fuperior Ikill of mine, or to any 

* generofity in my antagoiiift, that I am 

* indebted for my prefervation, but to a 

* kind of miracle/ 

Cleora. * As how pray, fir, inform 
^ me 

Leander, * I know not, madam, whe- 

* ther I can make you fenfible how the 

* thing happened, as your fex are igno- 

* rant of the terms made ufe of in the 
' defcription of fuch rencounters but I 

* will do my beft Wiien firft we met, I 
^ would have endeavour'd to reafon him 

* out of a miftake fo injurious to you and 

* his own peace of mind, as well as to 
^ myfelf ; but he refufed to liften to any 
' arguments I had prepared, and flew upon 

* me with the rage of an incenfed lion 

« by the manner of his fightings I eafily 

* perceived he came with a refoluticn 

* either to kill or be killM ; — fo as I was 

* defirous of avoiding* both the one and 

* the other, I only ftood upon my defence 

* and parry'd the pufties he made, tho* 

F 2 * iu 
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^ however, that the remembrance of ciir 
^ former tendernefs is not fo totally obli- 

* teratcd, but that friendftiip may fub- 

* fift: between us ; — you may, at leaft,, 

* periTiit mc to write to you fometimes.* 

Cleora, ^ I know not whether even 

* that would not be too much.* 

Leander. * Neither virtue, nor duty 

* to the beft of hujfbands, could fct down 

* as a fault the favour I requeft; and to 

* prevent all mifiDterpretations of our in- 

* nocent Qorrefpondence, I lhall take fuch 

* precautions as will keep it a fecret from 

* all ihe world.* 

CIei>ria. * Well^ fir, I cannot refu(€^ 
^this proof of your compaffion for me,, 

* and think I ought not to deprive my-- 

* Iclf of any innocent confolation under 

* my prefent afiliftion yoii may there- 

* fore be aflured that I fhaU receive, and 

* anfwer your letters, with all the fatisfac- 

* tion a woman in my circumftances eithet 

* can or ought to feel.' 

He was going to make fome reply, 
when Betty returned from her errand ; — 
fhe was. a little furprifed at fteing him. 
there, aad faid ootbing till her lady, im- 
patient 
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patient to know the fuccefs of what flie^ 
had been about, fpoke thus to her : 

Cleora. * Well, Betty, have you done 

• the bufmefs I fent you oh ?* 

Betty. Yes, madam, — pleafe to ftep 

• into the next room and I will give you 

• an account/ 

Cleora. * No, you may tell me here^ 

• — I dare truft this gentleman's difcre^ 
- * tion.* 

The maid then informed her that fhe 
had agreed for lodgings at the houfe of a 
great taylor, whom fhe nam*d, in Nor- 
fclk-ftreet on this Cleora defired Lean- 
rfer to retirie, faying flie muft get herfelf 
ready, for (he was determinM to depart 
immediately he ofFerM not to oppofe 
her defign but tho' the leave they took of 
each other now Nvas accompanyM with the 
greateft relpedt on his fide, and referve on 
her's, T c6uld eafily perceive that this in- 
terview had rekindled in both their hearts 
thofe flames of afFedlion they before had* 
felt- 
After he had left the room, Cleora*^' 
things not having been unpacked, there 
needed little preparation for hat %c;\tv%\ 
F 4.^ 
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-—Ihe fent for mxs. Clip, and made her a 
handfome prefent for the trouble ftie had 
given her houfe ; but finding her a tatling 
woman, acquainted her not with that ta 
which fhe was removing ; ^ I faw both 
the miftrefs and the maid, with all their 
luggage, depart in the fame manner they 
had come ; but did not accompany them 
to their new habitation, as I could not 
promife myfelf with finding any thing, 
there as yet worthy of my enquiry. 

The difcourfe of the town afterwards, 
informed me, that Cleora had employed a 
lawyer, and was foUiciting cither to have 
her whole fortune returned, or an annual 
allowance to the amount of the intereft of 
it : — Ariftus was at firft refraftory to all 
propofals of this nature ; but all his 
friends, and his mother in particular, 
joining their perfuafions, he at laft was 
prevailed on to fign articles of a final fepa- 
ration ; by which it was agreed that fhe 
Ihould have a penfion of three hunderd 
pounds a year during his life, and in 
cafe he died before her, her whole fortune 
reftored. 

I frequently caird upon Cleora, and ; 
found that during this negotiation with \ 
her hufband fhe kept her refolution of not 
feeing Leanderj but that afiuir was no/ 

fooner*! 
'\ 
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fooner over than he vifited her every day,. 

the confequence of which may eafily 
be gu?fs*d at, and was in a (hort time 
proved ; for they went to Paris together^ 
and ftill continue to refide there. 

This laft adtioii of Cleora*s. has doubt- 
lefs given the world room to believe flie 
had not been wrong'd by the fufpicions 
of Ariftus; but whoever is of this opi- 
nion does her a great deal of injuftice, — 
the Invifibie Spy is a witnefs for her, that 
her inclinatibns were virtuous, her dif- 
polition grateful and fincete, and had 
fhe been treated with that confidence a 
good wife ought to have been, no temp- 
tations would have had the power to 
hdve made her otherwife : — let all huf- 
bands therefore bewaire how they pro- 
voke, by ill ufage and diftruft, the fate 
they would avoid 5 — and obfetve this? 
maxim of the poets : 

• He. that would keep the fair one 

* true and kind, 

• By love muft clap a padlock on her' 

* mind.* 
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CHAP. VL 

Treats of divers and fundry matters^, 
fome of wohich the Invifble author 
flatten himjelf will be very agreeable 
to the greateft part of the reader but 
if contrary to his expectations^ they 
Jkould happen to be found otherwife, 
he hopes at leafi they will be excufed 
on account of other Sy both paft and ta 
come^ more entertaining and fuitable 
to bis tajie. 

WHEN my curiofity was not attached 
tO'the purfuit of any^ particular ad- 
venture, I frequently ftepp'd, for the fake 
of amufement, into one or other of our 
great cofFee-houfes ; and, indeed, feldom 
returned from any of them without bring- 
ing home fomething worthy of my very 
ferious refleftions afterwards. 

Thefe places, I think, may with pro- 
priety enough to be call'd the world in mi- 
niature, as they prefent you with fome 
part of almoft every thing that is in it; — 
the variety of company and of humours 
one meets there^ fill the mind with an 
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agreeable medley, which, whert fepafated ■ 
and digefted by meditation, enlarges the 
underftanding, and gives us ideas which ^ 
otherwife might perhaps be for ever 
ftrangers to us. 

The affairs of the army, the navy, the- 
ienate-houfe, the council-board, are here 
freely difcufs*d, and cenfurM or approved • 
according to the different interefts or incli- 
nation of the fpeakers ; — our flocl^ at- 
home, our colonies abroad, our com- 
merce with our neighbours,- our trade ' 
among ourfelves, with deaths, births, mar-' 
riages, and intrigues, are promifcuoufly ' 
treated on the courtier, the patriot, ^ 
the man of bufinefs, and the man of plea- 
fu re, talk every one on matters relating : 
to his own fphcre, and leave you uniri-- 
formed of nothing, s 

But it affords a good deal of diverfion^ 
to a curious obferver, when there hap- 
pens to be in company fome country 
•fquire, who perhaps fees the town but' 
once in half feven years^ and knpws no- 
thing of what is done in it but what he 
reads in thofe few news papers which are - 
permitted to be fent down to the village 
where he lives ; — how he flares, and ^ 
gapes with his mouth wide open as if he 
would fwalloA^ all he heats, atv^-^N^x^ 
F 6 tv^N^ 
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now and then afks, — How can this be. ? 
— and — How can that be ? — and ex- 
prefs his honeft wonder on being told 
things which, indeed, without knowing, 
would fcarcely be believed by perfons 
brought up in lefs fimplicity. 

But, as nuich as we town-bred people 
may laugh at fuch a one, there is, in my 
opinion, another fpecies of mortals yet 
more deferving ridicule: — How often 
have I feen a fellow almoft as ignorant as 
the fe^t he fits upon, in every thing but 
the common occurrences of life, Jiilen 
with a fhew of the greateft attention to 
an abftrufe argument ? — give a fignifi- 
cant nod at fome parts of it, — ftirug up 
his fhoulders at another, — fometimes 
fhake his head, — wink with one eye, — 
fcem to debate within himfeif to which of. 
the orators he (hould give the preference^ 
and if aik'd any quefliQn by a by-ftander 
on the occafion, reply with all the gravity 
of a philofopher, — ' Sir, I never give 
^ my fentiments in thefe matters.*' 

Whenever I chance- to meet with fucK 
a one, I cannot help remembering what 
the witty Earl of Rochefter faid in one of 
bis poems; 
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When a fool among wife men does 
' filentlyfit^ 
^ A fool that fays nothing may pafsr 
' for a wit. 

linpoffible is it to defcribe folly in all 
Its various ftiapes ; but there is none 
more prepofterous than when it puts on 
)the garb of wifdom^ affefts to be.fenten- 
tious and aufterc, and endeavours ta hide 
its afs's ears beneath the veil of deep pro- 
fundity ; — yet nothingis more common 
than this, as may every, day be feen on. 
benches more relpedable than, thofe in 
the places I am fpeaking.o£ . 

But it is very likely that the impatient 
reader will cry out, — What is all this ta 
the purpofe ? — and begin to think it high . 
time I fliould relate fomething for his 
entertainment, if not f©r his improve- 
ment ; — indeed I cannot pofitively pro^ 
mife that I fliall be able to do cither the 
one or the other, but I will endeavour the. 
beft'I can and a candid mind will always 
allow that there is fomc merit in a gpod 
intention. 

Well then, — on the evening of that 
memorable day in which. Dr. Camcron> 
was executed, and the bills for tvaxw^v-- 
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fing the Jews and for preventing clandef' 
tine Marriages had pals'd the royal affent,. 
I went to a certain celebrated coffee- 
houfe at the court end of the town, neither 
White's nor St. James's,* yet I found it- 
as full of company; as ever I faw either of 
them. 

The moment I cnter'd the room I per- 
ceived the important tranfaftions of the 
day engrofs'd the difcourfe of the whole 
aflembly, except among fome few ftrip- - 
lings, fuch as the French diftinguifh by 
the name of Petit Maitres, but by their 
drefs appeared belonging to the army ; — 
thefe I left to adjuit their fword-knots 
and toupees, and advanced where a fet 
of more ferious gentlemen attradted my 
attention. 

I found they had been talking of the 
Marriage-BilU but whatever argunients 
had been urged among them, pro and 
con,- either in vindication or difapproba- 
tion of it, were all over before I came ; 
and the firft thing I heard, and which ;| 
made me know what had been the fub- 
je6t of their converfarion was this : 

Firft Gentleman. * I am very fenfible,;! 

* gentlemen, that it does not become us' 

* to make objeftlousto any bill in parlia- 
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* ment, after it is once enaded into a 
« law : — but I heard of an odd accident 
^ happening yefterday, which may ferve 

* to fhew the confequences^ that are like- 
^ ly to attend laying fuch a reftriftion on 
< the hearts of young people ^ — if you. 
' pleafe I will relate it to you.' 

Second Gentleman. * Pray do, fir/" 

, Ibird Gentleman. * I dare anfwer if 

* will be a favour to us alL* 

Firft Gentleman. • You muft know, 

* gentlemen, that I am acquainted with 

* an eminent citizen, who has under his 



* Hafty, a fortune of twenty thoufand 

* pounds I take him to be a worthy ho- 

* neff man,, and one who would faithful- 

* ly difcharge the truft repofed in him ; — 
' fome bufinefs obliging me to call on 

* him this mornings I found him with a 

* countenance full of trouble and confu-^ 
^ fion ; — on my alking him if any mis- 

* fortune had happen'd in his family, he 
^ reply*d, — ^ *^ There are few things 
" could give me more concern, — mifs 

Hafty is married, and has thrown her- 
felf away in a moft ftrange and unac- 
countable manner.** 



• guardianfhip 




lady caird mifs 
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On my. expreflihg fome furprife, he re- 
lated the whole ftory te me, which I will 
give you the particulars of, as near as I can 
remember, in the fame- manner he told 
them : , 

* The Marriage-Bill, it feems, had been 

* a great bugbear to this young lady all 

* the time it was depending in parliament, 

* and when ftie heard it had pafs'd both 

* houfes, and waited only the royal af* 

* fcnt, flie took a rcfolution not to leave 

* it in the power of her guardian to put 
^ any conftraint upon her inclination ; — - 

* fhe had no lover, nor was there any 

* particular perfon to whom fhe wifh'd to 
' be united for life, yet was determined 
« to be fo to fomebody or other ; — zcr 

* cordingly (he went yefterday morning 

* into the counting-houfe, where my 

* friend's clerk, a fpruce young man, fat 

* writing at his delk, — Goodmorrow, 
mr: Cypher, faid fhe, do you not 
wonder what brings me here fo early ' 
— '* I have not yet had time for won^ \ 
der, mifs, anfwer'd he, you are but \ 

" jufl come in. — But pray what arc your j 
'' commands ?** — '* I have a mind to be 
'' married, refumed fhe, will you have 1 
« me Certainly, mifs, faid he, if 

^ I were worthy gf that honour." — * 
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That ist none of your affair, returned 
flie, if you agree to my prqpofal throw 

*^ away your pen and go with me this- 
moment to May-Fair ChapeL" — The 

f young fellow,, who imagined not fhe 

* meant any thing more than to rally^ 
« him, -reply*d laughing, — " With all 
*« my heart, mifs •, but (hall we not make 
" my matter of our party — " Pifli,, 
** .cry'd ftie fcornfuUy, I did not think.. 
" you were fuch a fool; but remember 
** what I fay, you will hereafter repent 

your not taking me at my word." 

♦ This refufal did not baulk her inten-> 

* tion, —fhe took a hackney-coach direft^ 

* ly, made herfelf be drove very flowly 
^ up one ftreet and down another, look-. 

* ing in at every (hop flie pafs'd, tilL 

* fhe faw a neat young fellow behind 

* a haberdaflier's counter; — here fhe 

* floppM, and beckonM him to conae to* 
^ her, ' — which he did,, bowing very 
« humbly X but fhe made him come into» 

* the coach, and afk'd him if he were 

* married ;— to which queftion he anfwer- 

* ing in the negative^ fhe made him the 
« fame oflfer fhe had the clerk; — the 
« young fellow, who was only a journey- 

* man> having no friends nor fortune to- 
^ fet him up in his. bufinefs, thought his. 
^ .condition could.not be made. worfe byj 
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• the venture, and after a *fhort paufc 

* confented — he would have gone back 

* for his hat and gloves but fhe would 

* not permit him, and away they drove 

* to May- Fair, wher6 they were imme- 
^. diately married by one of thofe parfons 
' who officiate there. 

* When the ceremony was over fhe 
« fcnt him home in another coach, tel- 

• ling him Ihe would come in about twa 

* hours and claim him for a hufband, 
« whicii fhe did after having hired hand- 

* fome lodgings for the confummatioa 
^' of their nuptials. 

* My friend was furprifed when dinner 

• was fcrved up and mifs Hafty not at 

• table, and much more fb on being 

* told flie went out in the morning in a 

• hackney-coach, without either her maid 

* or footman to attend her — night com- 

* ing on, and fti€ not returned, he grew 

• very uneafy, — fent to. all her acquain- 

* tance in fearch of her, but in vain, no- , 

• body had feen her the whole day the 
cferk, on this, beginning to think the 

^ offer fbe had made him was more in 

• earnefl than he had believed it, related 

• to his matter all the conference th^t had 

• pafs*d between them in the counting- 
^ htxjfcy on which the honeft gentleman 

*'waa^ 
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* was almoft out of his wits, — he ap- 

* prehendcd the truth of what had hap- 

* pen'd, and that all the meafures he could 

* now take would be too late to prevent 
' her ruin. 

' He told me that no man had ever 

* pafs*d a night in greater difquiets thaa 
' he had the laft ; — the morning, how- 

* ever,^ put an end to the fufpence he 

* had been in, — ihe came and brought 

* her bridegroom wkh her, — ' told him. 

* the motives that had induced her to 

* take the ftep fhe had done, and the 

* manner in which fhe had executed fo. 

* odd an enterprize ; — adding, that it was 

* her glory to have difappointed the le- 

* giftature, and not left it in the power 

* of any guardian either to difpofe of her 

* hand, or reftrain her for giving it 
^ wherever (he had an inclination. 

* The mifchief was now irrfemedible,, 
^ advice and reproof were- equally in 
^ vain, fo he anfwer/d little to the recital 

* flie had: made- him and fhe departed 
^ with her fpoule, taking with her her 

* two fervants and all her. baggage.* 

Here the gentleman, ended his little 
narrative, and received the thanks of the 
company for the trouble he had ^vVt.ts.. 
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himfelfv — after which one of themr 
faid : 

Second Gentleman. * I do not doubt, 

* indeed, but that the pafling this Bill 

* will bring about many fuch marriages ; 

* — I have it confidently affirmed, that 

* fmce the bringing it into the houfe, 

* which I think is not above three months, 

* there have been more couples noosM in 

* the Fleet, May-Fair, and other private 

* Chapels, than in all the Churches 
throughout London in a whok Year.* 

'Third Gentleman. * That may be •, but 

* however unlucky it may prove to fome 

* private families, I cannot think it con- 

* cerns the public in any meafure-equal 

* to the Naturalization of the Jisws ; — - 
^ though, for my part, I am determined 

* never to give my vote for any member 

* who fupported either,* 

Here feveral ftarted up, and cry'd with 
one voice, — « Nor I, — Nor I, by Hea* 

* ven !' — on which another, who I had 
not heard fpeak before, reproved the 
warmth they exprefs*d in thefe terms : 

Fourth Gentlem&n. * Hold, gentlemen, 

* — whatever your thoughts are^ it feems 

* to me highly impolitic in you to de- 
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* dare them in this publif manner ; — 

* confider, I bcfeech you, that if what 

* you fay Ihould reach the ears of the ho- 

* nourable houfe, they might, perhaps, 

* rather than run the hazard of not being 

* rechofen, eftabhfti themfelves in their 

* feats for feven, fourteen, or one and 

* twenty years, and fo on ad infinitum.* 

Firji Gentleman. • What, a perpetual 

* didlatorfliip ! — Tufli, — tuQi, the people 

* would not bear it/ 

Second Gentleman. * No, no, they would 

* not bear it.* 

Fourth Gentleman. * Indeed they would 

* bear that and every thing elfe ; — you 
« are quite miftaken in your fellow-fub- 

* jedts, they are not what they were in 

* former days ; — fome few of them, its 

* true, might bounce and blufter a little 
« at firft, efpecially over their cups, but 

* when once the fire of the liquor was 

* evaporated they would cool like a dilh 
« of tea, ind become as gentle and traft- 

* able as Iambs/ 

third Gentleman. « Sir, I have the 

* honour to be entirely of your way of 
\ * thinking ; — the ancient ftubbornnefs 
I *of the people of England has been 



< worn off for a long time, — they nov 

* know better than to be too ftriftly tena 

* cious, like their lefs wife forefatha^ a 
« what they call their rights and privi- 

* leges ; — the luxuries of life have taket 
^ oflf all their fiercencfs, and .while thej 
^ are indulged fo far as^ to be left to plaj 

* at — Laugh And Ik down^ — will nevel 

* go to hard-heads with any body/ 

Firjl Gentleman. * That is very true in 

* moft cafes — but ah Eledion is a thing 
« of a different nature from others ; — 

* you do not confider that an Eleftion is 

* a kind of harveft, both in town and 

* country, and a man fometimes gets as 

* much for his vote as enables him to pay 

* his taxes for a twelvemonth.* 

Second Gentlemen. * Ay, ay, wefliaM 

* find no cities, towns, or corporation? 
« that will do like the Weftminfter elec 

* tors, — fet up a candidate, and raif 

* a contribution to bear the cxpences of I9 

* ftanding.' > 

Third Gentleman. * No, — if they ^ 

* might like them too be left in the lui^ 
« and laughed at for their pains/ I 

■ a 
There is no pretending to fay howj 
this difpute would have laftcd, or in j 

miy 
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nianner.it would have ended ; —-the fud- 
den appearance of an uncouth man at the 
farther end of the room, put a ftop to all 
the converfation, and drew the eyes of the 
whole company upon him.; — he looked 
wildly about him for fome moments, 'till 
the waiter a(king him what he wanted, he 
anfwered in accents which Ihewed him to 
be Irifli. , 

Irifhman. * Arra, joy, — I would 

* know of you where I can get to the 

* fpeech of my coufhin Mac Dundcr ? 

Waiter. ^ You have no cofin here, 

* about your bufinefs. 

Irijbman* * Arra, honey, you might 

* give a ftiivil anfwer to a poor ftrangpr 5 
« — it is not fo you would be fcrved 

* you came to Eireland. - 

fVaiter. * I fhan*t make the trial. — 

* Go, 1 %, — diis is no place for fuch 
I * as you, ' 

I Irrfbrnan. * By my ^ffioul, joy, an 
i • honeft Eiriftiman that carries a chair 

* above here did fent me to you, and faid 

* you did know my coufhin Mac Dunder 
1 * very well, ami' c0ul4 tell ,me news of 
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On this the pert ill-natured waiter was 
going to pulh him out of the houfe, but a, 
gentleman, either through pity, or for the 
fake of having fome fport with him, called 
him back with thefe words : 

Gentleman. * Come hither-, friend, — * 

* Who is it you enquire for ?* 

Irijhman. • For my coufliin Mac Dun- 
« der — myfelf is come all the way from 

BuUruddre on purpofe to fee him \ — 
« I hear he has got brave trade, and lives 

* as great as the Lord Leiutenant, and it 

* maybe he will do fomething for his 

* poor relafliion.* 

Gentleman. * Is mr. Mac Dunder your 
coufin ?' 

Irijbman^ * Aye, by Crift and St. 

* Patrick, is he, ray own ful coufhin.* 

Gentleman. « Well then, Y\\ tell you 
f where you may find ^lim.* 

Irijhman. < Blefs your fwcct face* 

Gentleman. * At Paris/ 

Irijhman. « And where is that place, 

' joy-' . 



i 
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Gifttkman. ' Not above a thoufand 

* miles hence.' 

Irifbman. * Hubbubboo ; — andho^ 

* fhall myfclf get there?-— I have but 

* one; thirteen-pence piece and two rap- 

* paree halfpence in my purfe/ 

Gentleman^ * You had better not at- 

* tempt it ; for to tell you the truth, I 

* believe he is gone by this time, though 

* much againft his will, fon^ewhat far- 

* ther.' 

Irifhman, If I could have feen him he 
might have taught me the fame trade of 

* gaming that he has got fa much by.* 

Gentleman, * What he has got yoa 

* had better be without ; — fo, friend, I 

* would advife you to go back to Bullrud- 

* dre, — and here is fomething to help 

* bear your charges/ 

The gentleman then threw him half a 
crown and turned away, and the poof 
fellow went out of^the hbufe, lliaking his 
head and looking extremely piteous. 

The name of Mac Dunder and his kte 
I tranfadlions were well known to moft of 
the company, and fome difcourfe concettv- 
Vol. II. G 
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ing tiim enfued among them, which, in rc- 
foe6t to fome who have been his affociates, 
J lhall forbear to repeat. 

I was juft- thinking to quit this place, 
and was already at the door, when a hack- 
Xiey-coach ftopp'd, and the driver of it 
^ilighted from his box, and afked if one 
mr. Youngly was in the coffee-room ; on 
which the gentleman who ^ qwned that 
pame came out and ftepp*d to the coach 
fide, where a lady puting out her head 
faluted him with this reproach; 

Ladj. ^ How cruel ar^ you to oblige 
^ me to this method of feeing you ? ^ 

* I can fcarce live a day wifhoiit you, 

* yet you have fqfFered me to languilh 

* for almoft a whole week/ 

Tounglj. ^ I have had jbijlinefs, and 
^ could not think a lady, who bcfides her 
^ hufband has a plurality of lovers, could 
^ want confojation for the absence of one % 
« — mr. Mir amour i?7as-doubtlefs in the 
f way to fppply my place.' 

Lady, « Ungrateful f reature, do you 
^ not know that all the love I ever had 
^ for him vaniflied at the fight of you, 
^ and that I have never fince granted him 

the leafl: favopr ? «— But come in^ — my 



Invijihle Spy. 123 

• fool of a husband is fecure, and we may 

• pafs an hour or two at leaft together/ 

Toungly. « Impoflible at this time, 
« I have an engagement that I cannot dil- 
« peiu:^ with.' 

Z»i?4y* * Well then, fhall we meet to^ 

• morrow?* 

loungly. « To-morrow I will — at 

< the old place, I fuppofe 5 — What 

• hour?* 

Lady. ^ About eight : — But may I 

< depend upon you ?' 

Toungly. * t^ou may, I will not fail.' 

The coach then drove away, andYoung* 
ly returned to his company — but who 
rhis lady was, and the efFeds of her un- 
happy conduft, muft be referred to ano- 
ther chapter. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Prefents the reader with a full view of 
the beautiful and much celebrated Sa- 
bina^ in an impartial defcription of 
herperfon and chara£ler\ with fome 
particulars in relation to her two 
amours^ and theconfequencei which at^ 
tended this lafi ajjignation made with 
her favourite Toungly. 

THAT children do not always be- ' 
have in the fame manner with their 
parents, is not fo much owing to their 
being born with different propenfitiesf, as 
to their education and the company they 
may happen to fall into, at * an age when 
nature is moft liable to be fway'd by ex- 
ample. ^ 

We often fee the moft virtuous couples 
Vinhappy in a degenerate offspring ; but 
we rarely fee good branches fprout from a 
vicious ftock : — an evil difpofition may 
be correded by advice, by^erfuafioo'and 
example, and a good one {)crverted by the 
fame means ; but when a perfon is fo un- ^ 
Tortunate as to be defcended frpm bafe and ' 

wked 
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wicked parents, is brought up under 
them, is witnefs of all their adions, and 
have companions of tjie fame caft, it is 
fcarce poflrbfe that fuch a one can have a 
mind enriched with any noble, or moral 
principles, • 

What other couid the once doating de- 
ceived Germanicus expeft in his marriage 
with Sabina, than the vexations he has? 
fatally experienced ? — Can ail the beauties 
of her* perfon now make attonement for 
the blemilhes of her mind ? — - No, — 
be rather curfcs than admires thofe 
charms that drew him in, and wilhesr 
himfelf any thing fo he were not arhuf-^- 
bandr * 

Yet ask him why he married, he will 
tell you he married a woman of fortune, 
quaUty, and an uncommon (hare of 
l^auty; — 'all this is very true; but a^ 
man not blinded by his paflion would 

I have examined by what means the two 
former were obtained •, and, above all, 
what fort of difpofition was hid beneath 

s the varnifti of an outfide lovelinefs. 

Was not her Family among the loweft- 
rank, till one of them raifed himfelf to 
opulence by aftions which ought to have 
broiight him to a Gibbet, and vuft.t.a.dc of^ 
G 3^ wtv<2>\>\\tv^ 
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ennobling his pofterity, entailed on xhtm 
perpetual infamy ? — Was ftie not trained 
up under a mother whofe bad conduft 
has been equally notorious ? Wa^ fhe 
not from her moft early years foothed in 
every vanity, pampered in every luxury, 
^nd taught to think that appetites and 
paflions were never given but to be in- 
dulged I 

Could Germanicus be ignorant of thefe^ 
glaring truths ? — if he > were not, yet' 
rafhiy ventured on fo unpromifing a 
union, who can pity the misfortunes, the- 
difquicts, the dilgrace, it has involved 
him in ? 

The many proofs fhe gave of too 
warm an ii\clination befor.e marriage, as 
alfo many of the lev^eral amours fhe had 
afier flie became a wife, I fiiall pafs over 'y 
the firft that made any great noife in the 
world was that with Miramour, which 
perhaps was chiefly, owing to the manner 
of its commencement, which he thinking 
himlelf under no obligation to conceal, 
has fince made no fedret of in all com.pa- 
mes*, whenever her name happens to come 
upon the carpet. 

This gentleman had a miflrefs, who, 
on ^ccou/it of a certain haughtinefs in her 

temper. 

I 
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temper and behaviour, he caird Roxana v 
he fupported her in fo genteel a man- 
ner, that had her reputation been equal 
to her appearance, fhe might have beeiv 
entitled to the beft company. — Charac- 
ter, however, was the leaft thing con- 
fider'd by Sabina in the choice of her ac- 
quaintance ; — ftie accidentally met with* 
this lady at a milliner's, fell into dif- 
courfe with her, liked her, invited her to 
her houfe, and there foon grew a great 
intimacy between them. 

That Roxana was kept by Mifamoui* 
was no fecret to the town, nor did (he 
attempt to make any of it to Sabina — • 
oa the contrary, fhe talked freely to her 
of many paflfages in their amorous con- 
verfation but how dangerous is it for 
one woman to boafl too much of the per- 
fedbons of her lover, to another no lefs 
fanguine in her , conflitution ? — * Sabina, 
who had often feen Miramour without 
taking any notice of him, now became 
fo fired with the rapturous defcription 
given of him by his miflrefs, that fhe in- 
ftantly became her rival, and languifhed 
» to experience in reality that happinefs 
which the other had given her fo high an 
idea of. 
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As (he never took any thing of this 
nature into her head without attempting- 
to accomplifh it, and had no regard to- 
decorum in the manner of her doing fo, 
Ihe fent a billet to him by a porter con- 
taining thefe lines : 

To MiRAMOURr. 

S I 

TF yout attachment to die charms* of 
^ your kept miftrefs makes you npt 
look on all the reft of womankind as 
infipid taflelefs creatures, the invitatiorr 

*• this brings you will not be unwelcome v 
— a woman of quality, young, and" 

*^ in moft men's eyes handfome, has. 
found fomething in you that excitejB itt 
her the defire of a private interview, 
and to that end will call on you thi? 

^* evenings about feven at White's 5 — till 
when muft remain, 
** With a great deal of impatience, 
" Your Incognita.'^ 

The Meflenger who carry *d this had 
ftfift orders not to tefl from whom it 
came — curiofity, however, for it could 
be caird no other paflion as yet, made- 
Miramour pundtual to the time, nor was 
Sifcbkja kl^ fo y—ht had not waited many 

minutei. 
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itiirtiites before flie came ; — on hU com- 
ing into the coach he found her face en- 
tirely hid under her hood, which (he told' 
him laughing, - he muft not exped to fee 
till they were in a place more proper for 
him to give her proof how agreeable it^ 
was to him -, cm this- he ordered the 
coachman to drive to an adjacfent tavern, < 
where being . fliewed into a private room 
the lady foon threw ofF her difguife. 

He had not enough depended on the 
charadter (he had given of herfelf, not to 
be fufprifed and tranfported on finding 
Sabina in the perfon of his Incognita ; 
and exprefled the fcnfe he had of the 
honour fhe did, and the happinefe he 
hoped their meeting would beftow on 
him, in terms fo waan, and fo paffionate, > 
as infinitely charmed her. 

They paffed fome hours together to 
their mutual fatisfaftion^ nor parted with- 
out an appointment to fee each oth^r the 
next d^y ; but Sabina, not thinking it 
fafe to come often ta fo public a place as 
a tavern, undertook to provide a more 
proper fcene for^the- continuance of their 
intrigue. 

As indolent a^ this kdy is irt moft other * 
affairsj it mxilt be confcffed that no v/o- 
G 5 ^'^^ ^ 
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man v/^?s ever more punftual^ or more in-- 
(Icfatigable in every thing relating to the 
bufinefs of her love ; — on confulting 
with a female acquaintance, who had been 
often ncceffary to her on fuch occafions, . 
file was advifed by her to hire a private 
lodging, by the quarter, in fome obfcure 
nook of the town, to whieh fhe might re- 
tire whenever fhe had a mhid, as it would 
be always ready, and neither herfelf nor. 
the friends Ihe fhould bring with her be. 
taken any notice of. 

Sabina highly approving of what flie 
faid, the prdjed was put in immediate 
execution ; — the woman took upon her- 
felf the accomplifhment of what fhe had 
propofed, and eafily found a place every 
. - way fuitable for the bufinefs it was de- 
figned ; — the chamber was neat, fpacious, 
and well furnifhcd ; — there was a back 
dpor to the houfe, through which any 
one might flip out in cafe of any danger erf 
difcovery •, and the landlady knew perfe6t- 
ly well the decorum that fhe ought to ob- 
ferve in regard to her guetts : — the 
heroine of this adventure was very much 
pieafed with the accomipodation procured 
for her ; and having got this rccefs, 
which, according to the French, fhe ufed 
to call her Petit Maifon, hencefor- 

, ward 



ward never met Miramour at any other 
place. 

But there was one thing I forgot to 
mention in givi'ng the charadter of this 
• . lady, which is, — the uncertainty of her 
' temper; — flie is no lefs inconftant than 
flie is amorous, and .changes her lovers al- 
moft .as often as (he does her garments, 
and never keeps either till they are worn 
^out; a new friend, like a new fafliion, is 
always charming to her, but a very little 
time ferves to make her equally grow 
weary of both. 

She loved Miramdur till ihe faw 
Youngly ; ;but there was fomething in the 
perfon and converfation of this laft gentle- 
man, that making reafon coincide withr 
paffion, it is not to be wondered at that 
flie gave him the preference; and a 
woman of a lefs mutable difpofition might 
have been eafily abfolved for transferring 
her afFeftioBs to an objcd fo much more 
worthy than the late engrofler of her 
heart. 

On her firft accmaintance with him, (he 
made advances to him which he is too ^ 
much a man of pleafure to refiftTrom any 
fine woman ; — he retui^ned thofd of ' Sa^ - 
bina in a manner which made her think- 
G 6 \vvsv^ 
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him as much devoted to her as flic could? 
wifli ; and it was not long before, flie: 
gave him an invitation to drink tea with 
her at her private apartment, where flie 
told him they might laugh away an how^ 
without interruption* 

He took the hint, and ftew to the 
place of rendezvouz, where it is not to be: 
doubted but he found all the welcome he 
could wifl^ otv expedt from the obliging* 
fair. > 

They had many interviews; butl(^ungly> 
having by fome accident heard of her in- 
trigue with Miramour, hie hot only fre- 
quently reproached - her with it,, but alfo 
was fai: from feeling for her that afFedlioni 
\c\ his heart, which otherwife her . beauty, 
might have inlpired him., with, as the 
reader will eafily believe, by. the recital Ic 
gave in the laft^chapter of the converfatioij' 
he (lad with her.wheniihe called upon him 
at the^ cofFee-houfe. 

In the mean time,. Rojcana, who^ 
from the commencement of Miramour's 
acquaintance with Sabina, had fcen him 
lefs often than ftie had been accuftomed, 
and had alio fome other reafons to fuf- 
peft a decreafe in affefl ion,- began prefent- 
j)f to invigine that* fome new face had fup.* 

planted 



planted her — (he complained to him of 
his unkindnefSj. but he abfoJutely denied 
having given < her any caufe, and made a' 
thoufand excufes* for his late behaviour ; 
— but this did not fatisfy her, — fhe was 
not to be deceived in matters of whicL 
(he was fo good a judge and convinced 
that fhe had a rival, bent her whole 
thoughts on difcovering the perfon. 

By an emiffary' whom fhe employed to- 
watch Miramour wherever he went, fhe 
foon found' out the place where he met: 
the objcdl of his new attachment ; but 
as that lady was carry 'd into the houfe ^ 
in a chairy with the curtains clqfe drawn, . 
was flill as far as ever from knowing the ' 
face that had undone^ her. 

Upon enquiry among rfie neighbours, 
fhe was informed that the houfe was ' 
noted for giving reception to people wli^c* 
liked each other more than they were ' 
willing the world fhould know they did ; 
and chis put a ftratagenr into her head, 
i vvhich was crown'd with^ ajl* the fuccefs"* 
i fhe could wifli or hope \ not only for ex— 
I ploring what at prefent was a myftery tO; - 
tor herj but alfo for being amply re- 
VJenged on h©r fair^rivaW 
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The miftrefs of Mirampur knew, the 
town long before flie knew hinn, and was 
not unacquainted with the cuftoms of 
fuch boufes ; — flie wisnt one morning to > 
the. governante of this, and after faying 
that Ihe had been recommended, by a 
perfon who kne\Y her, told her fhe Ihould 
be glad to have a chp;mber, to which fhe 
might fometimes come with a friend, 
whom it was npt convenient for her to 
fee at home : — the old gentlewoman re- 
ply 'd, that her b^ft room was rented by 
the quarter, by a lady who came often 
thither and that the next, which was 
the only one fhe had to fp^e, the others 
being occupy 'd by herfelf and family, fhe 
fear'd would be. too fmall. — • Roxana 
ery'd, fhe did not regard how fmall it 
was, provided it was otherwife commo- 
dious ; — on this fhe was ihew'd up tq^ 
it, and finding it was divided from the 
other only by a thin wainfcot partition, 
prefently agreed for it, giving the old 
woman fo good a premium in hand that 
fhe was highly f^tisfied with her new in- 
cumbent. 

. Having accomplifh'd fo far of her de- 
fign, as to get pofTefTion of the' very next 
room to that where her lover and his new 
niiftrefs met, fhe began to confider, that 

to 
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to go thither alone might raife fome fuf- 
picions in the Woman of the houfe, and 
was a little at a lofs what man fhe fhould 
take with her and make pafs for a gallant, 
as whoever went he muft of necellity be 
made the confidante of the whole affeir ; 
— at laft. fhe pitched upon the fellow 
fhe had employM as a fpy upon Mi- 
ramour 5 ^ his appearance, indeed, was- 
very, mean but that, fhe thought, would 
not be regarded, becaufe there are many 
fine ladies in town who might be glad of 
fuch a place for an- interview with their 
butler or^ coachman. 

Accordingly fhe went the next day^ ac- 
company'd by her pretended gallant ; — 
they were there fome time before the hour 
in which he had told her he had feen 
-Miramour go in, in order to prepare 
things for. a more perfedt difcovery s — 
this was- done by the young fellow's 
boring holes through the wainfcot in fo 
dexterous a manner, that they could fee 
all over the room without being feen 
thcmfelves, though they flood clofe to. the 
orifice : — no one, however, came that 
night, and the impatient Roxana. was 
obliged to return home as unfatisfied as 
ever. 
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The next day flie reparr'd thkher again,, 
attended as before, and nK?t with the* 
fame difappointmemt ; but on the third^ 
was more fuccefsful : — * flie had not betn 
many minutes in the chamber when a- 
ruftUrig of filks upon the ftairs made her 
know fomebody was coming up, on- 
which (he- ran haftily, without making" 
any noife, to one* of the peep-holes ; — 
but how great was her aftonillvment when 
fhe faw Sabina enter ; — fcarce could flie 
refrain exclaiming aloud againft the trea- 
chery of a woman, ^ who, after being* ' 
made her confidant, had robb'd her of 
t4ie beft paj?t of the aiFedtions of her 
lover. 

But foon the current* of' her paflRon* 
turned a different way, when, inftead of 
Miramour, {he faw Youngly pufh open' 
the door and throw himfelf into Sabina's* 
arms •, on which, withdrawing from her 
ppft, ' You fool, cry'd (he t6 her emif-^ 
' faryi to what a fruitlefs labour have^ 
' you expofed me ?— it is not Miramour; 
*^but Youngly that I have all this while 
^ paid you for following. — How could 
•"you be fo mope-ey'd as to miftake ther 
*'one for thcother ?' 
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• Nay, madam, reply'd the fellow, I 

* am fure I know mr. Miramour, and I 

* will fwear that it was him that I faw 
« come into this houfe, and prefently 
' after a lady in a chair, as I then told 

* you.* — ' 'Tis falfe, returned (he j — » 

* but look there and! be convinced.' 

He then put his eye ta one of the 
crevices ; but returning from it in a mo- 
ment, faid, — « Madam, I fee very plainr 

* ly that the pcrfon in the next room is 

* not mr. Miramour, — and one I never 
, * faw before 5 yet am very pofitivc it waa 

* mr. Miramour whom I foUow-d from 
- • his own. hpufe to this very door/ 

Roxana knew not what to think about 
this and faid no more ; but, liftening at- . 
tentively to the converfation within, was. 
prefently afliired by it that her agent had 
neither deceived heE^ not: had been de^ 
ccived himfelf. 

The reader muft oblerve, that this was 
the evening enftiing that wherein (he had 
eaird on him at the coflfee-houfe, and the 
remembrance of the reproach he had 
then made her at: the coach door, occa- 
fion'd her to fpeak to him in this manner, 
wfiile fondly hanging on his breaflr: 
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Sabina. * My de^r, dear Youngly, f 

* I hope you will now believe that 1 love 

* you above all the world/ 

Toungly. * I know you Idve me enough 
to make me happy, and 1 ought to 

* content my felf with the fhare I have in* 

* your afFedlions.* 

Sabina. * Do not talk of a fli^re, ^ — 
^ by Heaven you engrofs me all ! — my 

* foul and all its faculties are devoted to 
^ you/ 

Toungly. * And yet the letter Mira- 
mour accidentally dropp'd in the Park 

* and I took up, flatter'd him with the 

* fame afilirances you now give me* 

SahiH^. * As I unfortunately play'di 
the fpol with him befpre I faw you,, 

* it was neceffary I fhould break with him 
^ by degrees ; for to have done it all at 

* once might have made him expofe me/' 

Toungly. * You had once, however, 
f a real paffion for hixp/ 

Sabina. « No, — ; it, w^s ^11: in imagi- 

* nation ; — I only fancied I lov'd him : 
5 — you muft know, that filly vain crea- 

*ture„ 
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* ture, his kept miftrefs, was always fil- 

* ling my ears with ftories of the vio- 

* lence of his afFeftion for her \ and it 
« was more to ftiew him the difference be- 

* tween fuch a. wretch and a woman of 

* quality, than any extraordinary likings 

* [ had to his perfon, that induced me 

* to grant him the favours I did.* 

This was enough to let the liftening 
Roxana into the whole of the affair ; — it 
was with much ado flie reftrained herfelf 
from flying into the next room, and re- 
turning the contempt thrown upon her by 
the laft words of Sabina ; but juft as fhc 
was at the door, and ready to burft in.oa; 
the unfufpefting pair, a fudden thought 
made her turn back, — * All l ean fay to 

* this perfidious woman, cry*d (he to her- 

* felf, will av^il me nothing : — the 

* wrongs. I have received demand a ven-r 

* geance more complete.' 

She then fat down again, and calmly 
meditating on what Ihe had to do, the 
fertility of her invention foon fupply'd 
her with the means of repaying, with in- 
tereft, the double aflfront Sabina had 
given both to herfelf and Miramour, 
whom it is certain fhe loved with .more 
fincerity than is commonly found among 
woman of her prpfeflion. 
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She ftaid till the lovers took their 
leave* of each other, and heard an ap- 
pointment made between: them to meet 
again on the enfuing Thurfflay. 

Having fully perfected in her* min^ 
the defign ftie foon after put in execution^ 
Ihe call'd for the woman of the hpufc 
and faid to her, — ^ Madam, I know 

* not but fome gentlemen may pafs an 
^ hour or two with me here next Thurf- 

* day 5 — they may poffibly come before 
« me, but defire you will give them ad- 

* mirtanee ; and,, to prevent miftakes, as 
' the furniture of the room is yellow, 

- « they fhail alk for the key of the yellow 

* chamber/ 
fa. 

The other rieply'd, that IRe might dc-* 
pend on her punftuality in obferving her 
commands ; after which Roxana went 
away : but what fhe meant by the orders 
IRe had given muft be left to the next 
chapter to explain; 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Contains the cataflropbe of an adventure^ 
which the author thinks fit to declare 
is inferted in thefe lucubrations lejs 
to amufe bis reader than for the fake 
oj fitting in a true light thofe faSIs 
which fome people have artfully endea^ 
voured to mifreprefent to the public. 

ROXANA being now fully furniflied 
with materials for her revenge on 
Sabina, without expofing her beloved 
Miramour to the refentment of an injured 
hulband, wrote to the latter the nett 
morning, in worjls to this efFed: : 

To Germanicus. 
"SIR, 

npHIS brings you a very ungrate- 
** ful piece of intelligence ; — but, 
" in my opinion, whoever fees a perfon 

wronged and conceals it, takes part in 
" the offence, and tho' innocent of the 

commencement of the crime, is acceffary 

to the continuance of it j — it would 
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'^^ certainly be the utmoft injuftice that 
you ftiould be the Jaft perfon to know 

*« what concerns yourfelf alone, and I 
therefore think it my duty, to inform 

^« you of what chance has difcovered to 
Hie, 

Your wifej Sir, is falfe to your bed, 
and lavifties on mn Youngly all thofe 
favours which you have a right to en- 
grofs 5 — the guilty pair meet twice or 
thrice every week, at a lodging fhc 
rents by the quarter for that purpofc* 

But to fay your wife is guilty of fo 

<' foul a crime is doing nothing, without 
putting it in your power to prove her 
fo ; — the thing is eafy, fir, if you 
will follow my direflions 5 — the lovers 
have appointed to meet to-morrow 
about feven at their ufual rendezvouz, 

** . — if you go at that time, or rather be- 
fore iti to the third houfe on the left 
hand in ***lane, on your alking mrs. 

<c who is the keeper of this private 

brothel, and telling her you want the 
key of the yellow chamber, fhe. will 

« prefently conduft you to a room ad- 
joining to that which is the fcene of 
your wife's loofe pleafure — there are 
holes already bored through the wain- 

** fcot, through which you may plainly . j 

difcern ] 
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^ difcern all that pafles. — It is at your 
ownoptioni whether you will have any 
other witneffes of your wife's tranf- 

*^ greffion than your pwn eyes, and alfo 
how to behave towards her after de- 
tefibion. {— I have difcharged the dic- 
tates of my confcience in giving yoH 
this information, and am, 

« Sir, 

Your unknown friend.** 

P. S. Be careful to drop no words 
that may give the woman of the houfe 
the leaft caufe to fufpeft either who you 
are, or the motive of your coming/* 

It is convenient that I fliould now ac- 
quaint my reader, that all I have hitherto 
related of this ftory has come to my 
knowledge entirely by the report of the 
perfons chiefly concerned in it, and with- 
out the leaft affiftance from my Belt of 
Invifibility ; what yet remains to be 
told I have the teftimony of my own eyes 
and ears to avouch,- 

The many odd accounts I heard, from 
time to titfe, in relation to Sabma^s con^- 
duft, made me refolvc to go one day to the 
houfe of Gcrmanicus, in order to fatisfy 
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my curiofity with feeing in what fialhJon 
this couple behaved to each other. 

The lady was abroad when I came, but 
I found him up In Tiis dinning-room, di- 
verting himfelt with playing on the flute ; 
was foon after rousM from that amufement 
T^y the above letter being delivered to him 
by his man, faying, it was brought by a 
fellow who the moment he had put it in- 
to his hands vaniftied like lightning from 
the door. 

The emotions with which ,he read it 
were very great, yet much lefs than might 
have been expefted on fiKh an occafion ; 
— he paufed, — then read again, — ex- 
amined every line with heedful eyes, and 
feemed extremely divided in his thoughts 
what credit he fhould give to the infor- 
mation i — at laft faid to himfelf : 

Germanicu u * If any one had formed 

* this contrivance, through a malicious 

* defign of ruining her reputation or my 
< peace of inind, they would certainly 

* have taken other methods, and not 

* by pointing out the place, the hour, put 

* it in my power to prove at once the 
? falfcnefs of the ^ecufation.* 

After 
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After this he threw himfelf into aneafy 
chair, — leaned his head upon his hand, 
and in that pofture continued mufing for 
a conliderable time, * then feeming more 
refolved, ftartcd up and cry*d : 

Cirmantcus. * It is eafy for me t6 
« make enquiry if there be fiich a houfc, 
« — if kept by a woman of the name 

* mentioned in tlie letter, and what cha- 

* rafter it bears. — • Yet why fliould I do 

* this ? — No, it is better to follow the 

* inftruftions given me, and be at once 

* afllired \ — it fliall be fo, as Shakfpear 

* makes Othello fay, 

V\\ fee before I doubt ; when I doubt, 
prove ; 

And on the proof there is no more but 
this ; 

Away at once with love or jealoufy. 

He had fcarce done repeating theft 
lines, when Sabina came in finging an 
Italian air ; — ^ Germanicus endeavoured to 
recompofe his countenance; but could 
not do it fo well as not to make her take 
notice of the change, and aflc if he were 
out of humour 5 — to which he reply'd : 

Vol. 1L H G/r- 
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Geffnankus. ' Out of humour, madam ; 
— no, — I have no caufe, — none in 
the world.' 

Sabina. * I think- not, indeed; but 
men will be peevifti fometimes, caufe or 
not caufe.* 

Germanicus. • I referve all my gaiety 
for to-morrow, — and would have you 
do fo too J — a kififman of mine 
makes an entertainment, and has' fent an 
invitation for us to be partakers of it/ 

Sabina. * What to-morrow ?* 

Germanicus. * Yes, my dear, to-mor- 
row evening'; — fo defire you will not 
engage yourfelf elfewhere.' 

Sabina. * Indeed I have engaged 
myfelf already to lady Gape's affem- 
bly/ 

Germanicus. « You have time enough 
then to fend to excufe yourfelf from 
going/ 

Sabina. * Indeed I ftiall not ; — I 
would not difappoint my dear lady 
Gape for all the kinfmen in the 
world ; but I would have you go, — 

' you 
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* you may fay I am not well, and 

• then my abfence cannot be taken 
^ amifs.* 

It was very plain to me> that Ger- 
manicus made this pretended invitation 
only as a trap to difcover whether (he had 
really any engagement on her hands that 
fhe would not be willing to break 5 and 
it is alfo as little to be doubted) but that 
her anfwers very much corroborated the 
contents of the epiftle he had jufl: re- 
ceived. 

He forced himfclf, however, to , tell 
her with a fmile, that evefy thing (hould 
be as (he would have it, and that he 
would no farther prefs her. 

Some company prefently after coming 
in, I found there was nothing more to be 
I learned at that time, fo took the firft op- 
portunity of quitting the houfe j and 
went again, the next day in the afternoon, 
in the hope of difcovering fomeching 
more. 

On my arrival, the hulband and wife 
were fitting together in the moft feeming 
amicable manner \ — -after fome little time 
Germanicus rofe up and put on his hat 
and fword, in order, as he faidj to go to 
Ha VvS 
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his kinfman on which Sabina, with 
a great deal of -complaifance, faid to 
him : 

Sabina. * You will not walk fure, my 

* dear ; — Have you ordered the Horfes 

* to be put to ? 

Germanicus. * No, my dear ; I leave 

* the coach for you.* 

Sabina, ' There is no occaGon, — I 

* always chufe to, go to thefe places in a 

* chair.' 

Germanicus. * That is as you pleafe 

* — but I ftiall walk, as I have three 

* or four places to call at in my way to 

* my coufin's ; fo farewel, my dear, 
« I hope you will be as merry at the 

* aflembly, as I hope to be at the enter- 

* tainment.* 

As I imagined Germanicus had fome- 
thing in his head more than I knew of, 
by his being fo hafty to be gone, I fol- 
lowed him clofe at his heels, and found I 
had not been miftaken in my fuppofitionj 
— he went into a tavern, where two 
gentlemen, whom he had defired to meet 
Him there, waited for him — the bufinefs 
he had with them, was to communicate 

the 



i 
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the letter he had received from the un- 
known friend ; and after having con- 
fidered a little on the matter, they both 
agreed they fhould all three go together, 
not only to prevent any indifcreet effefts 
of his rage on the perfons who wronged 
him, in cafe the affair (hould prove as 
the letter had reprefented ; but alfo to be 
his witnefles, if he thought proper to 
bring it before a court of judicature. 

They ftaid till a little before feven, — ^ 
then went, according to the direftions 
given by Roxana, — found every thing 
anfwered the defcription \ — they were 
fhewed up into the yellow chamber ; I 
ftill accompanied them, and made a 
fourth perfon, unfelt, as well as unfeen by^ 
any of them. 

They had not been there above half an 
hour before Sabina came into the next 
room, — Youngly foon after joined her 
and the much-injured hulhand and his 
two friends faw enough, from the peep-" 
holes in the partition, to convince them of 
the truth of that information which had 
brought them thither. 

Difficult was it for Germanicus to re- 
ftrain his fury on fo fhocking a fpeftacle ; 
but his two friend's reminding Vvircv 

H 3 ^e^^ 
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there was a much better way for hipi to 
ftew his refentment, he was at length pre- 
vailed on to retire* 

They both went home with him, as 
did myfelf, refolved to fee what farther 
events this night would produce^ 

Sabina cam^ not home till near two 
hours paft midnight 5 Germanicu$ 
ordered that the door fhould not be 
"S; .opened; but, after her chairmen had 
Ml^ockM two or three times, went himfelf 
to the parlour-window and fpoke to her 
in thefe terms : 

Germanicus. « Plcafe, madam, to re- 
« turn from whence you came, or where-t 
^ ever el e you (hall think proper, my 

* houfe (hall no longer be the Iheltcr of a, 
« proftitute/ 

Sabina. * What! is the man mad!— 

* Sure you have been dric^Jcing bad winq 

* to-night.' 

Germanicus^ * No, madam, the bcft I 

* ever drank in my Life, — it has opened 

* my eyes, and (hewed me the viper I 

* have fo long cheriflhed in my bofom, 

* and now throw off for ev^r ; — but I 
' * w ould not wifli you t^ftay longer, in the 

^ cold 
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* cold, — you can have no entrance here, 
« and mr. Youngly will doubtlefs afford 

* you a part of bis bed.* 

With thefe words he fhut the window, 
and Sabina, finding herfelf detected, — • 
and that her hufband was relblute, 
ordered her chair from the door and 
after fome little confideration how to dif- 
pofe of herfelf, thought it befl to take her 
hu(band*s advice, and return to the place 
from whence Ihe came, as it was the 
only afylum to which flie could have re- 
courfe at fo unfeafonable an hour. 

In the feveral vifits I afterwards made to 
Germanicus, I perceived he behaved with 
much more moderation than fome huf- 
bands would have done — Philofophy 
had taught him to fupport with patience a 
misfortune which was irremedable ; — he 
contented himfelf with taking fuch re- 
venge as the laws of England have pro- 
vided in thefe cafes ; — Youngly was 
fummoned before a court of judicature, 
and a penalty inflidled on him for his 
pffence ; but it 'v^ould have been larger, 
had it not been proved, by inconteftable 
evidences, that he had not been the firft 
who had feduced Sabina from her mar- 
riage rows. 
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As for the lady, fhe is now abandoned 
and defpifed by both her lovers 5 and if 
there be a poffibility that any thing can 
bring her to a juft fenfe of the faults flic 
has been guilty of, it muft be the con- 
tempt fhe is treated with by all degrees of 
people. 



End of the T^irJ BOOK 
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In wbicb the Author confejfes having, 
been guilty of pity larceny \ but hopes 
that tbe foB is of fuch a nature as 
will not come under the cognisance of 
the law ; and alfo that ifmirits for-' - 
givenefs from'thofe intb nJohofe " bands 
this work may f alii as the chief motive ' 
for committing it v)a% to oblige the * 
fublic. 

JHAVE beerf iritimately ac-- 
quainted with Belinda for a 
confiderablc time in my vifible 
„ capacity; yet never once took 

it into my head to make her a vifit under * 
the cover 'of my Btlt till her return fr^m ' 
H 5: Bath' 
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Bath this laft feafoav nor perhaps had} 
done it then, if I had not been told that 
{he fuffer'd herfelf to be conduced tOi 
that place by a certain gentleman whom 
I thought it highly improper for her to. 
continue any converfation with, for rea- 
fons which I fhall hereafter make no 
fcruple to reveal. 

On my entering her apartment I found 
her very bufy with her waiting-maid inr. 
unpacking her baggage/ which coming 
by the wa^goni it feems^ had arrived in 
town but the night before. 

As I could promife myfelf but little 
entertainment from the aflbrtment of 
ribands and jewels, or to the removal 
from the portmanteau to the Indian cheft, 
tjhe peit-en-lair, the rdje de chambre, 
the jupe volante, or any other imple- 
ment of female finery, I was thinking to 
quit the place and return at a more fit 
feafon, when the maid pulling out a 
pretty large fattin bag full of papers, 
aflc'd her lady where flie would' have 
thofe writings laid, op which Belinda 
turn'd her head that way and reply*d : 

Belinda. « They are only a heap of 
< letters I received at Bath,^of no manner 
* of confequence, — I have no jpom for 

*fuch 
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fuch riibbifli ; — take them and throw 
< thein all ijitQ the fire,' 

The maid was juft going to do as flie 
was bid, but w,as ftopp'd by Belinda, 
who fuddenly fcrcam'd out : 

' Bilitrda. « Hold ! hold \ —1 had for- 
•** got that one day, in a hurry, I ftufF'd 
5 two or three letters and poems of Phi- 

* lander's among them; and I would 
^ not have one line of that dear witty 

creature's deftroyM for all the world : 
« — ^pour them all out of the bag, and 
« look on the names fubfcrib'd, that I 

may. dir£<St yo» how to fepairate the 
f wheat from the chaff.' 

The maid then tiirew them all down 
upon die carpet, and open'd them one. by 
one-, ■— on the firft that came to her 
hands Ihe faid to her lady : 

' • • 

Maid. * Here . is one, madam, from 

* your aunt, lady Careful.' 

Belinda. * Advice for my condu6l:;at 

• Bath : — infipid 5 — throw it afide.*. 

Maid. * One, madam, from your 

• coufin, mrs* Prudence Wifhwell/ 

H 6 Belinda; 
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Belinda. • On the fiwne dull fubjeft-j, 

* — put it to the other.* 

Maid. * One from mn TradewelV. 

* madam.* 

Belinda. « Oh, that was to recom* 

* mend a rich merchant of his acquaint 

* tance to me for a lover : — nonfenfe, 

* — as if after having known the court 
^ I couJd ever think of becoming, a city 

* dame : — let this wifeacre's. epiftlt 

* keep company widi the reft.* 

Masd. * One from mrs. Letitaa Vain* 

* love, madam.* 

Belinda. * Silly creature 5 ~- Ae loves 
« a man that haa courted her half feven 

* years, yet refufes to nyarry^ himj for 
« fear he fliould afterwards give her caufe 
■ to love him lefs : — I fliall keep no> 

* fuch ftuflFby me*' 

Maid. « Oh, madam,^ here ia fome- 
Ihing from Phil^der.* 

Belinda. « Give it me, ~ quick.* 

The maid having given hec the paper,, 
flie cryM out,, 

Relinda*. 
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Belinda. * OH, the engaging, creature !' 

* — This, was wrote a little before I- 
^- went down to Bath. — Don't, you re- 

* member i Sally, that he came one day 
when I was abroad, — and how vex'd. 

• I was. when I came home, *till he fent a 

* mcflenger quite from the city, to me 

* With this little billet ?' 

Maidi « Yes, madam, Tthink ldo,, 
and .that your ladyfliip did nothing but: 

• quarrel with me becaufe I had per-- 
J fuaded you to go. out that day/ 

Belinda.. You muft not. mind tbat^ , 
Sally V— 'you know I made you. amends* 
^ next day, by giving you a new fct of 

• t(^knots i ~ but yoa (hall hear how 

• prettily he writes : 

Wrote extempore, firom a cofFee-hpufe 
in the city, after being difappointed of 
Teeing the adorable Belinda at her 
lodgings. 

From Whitehall ft^rs, whence oft, witH 
diftant view, 
Tve gaz'd whole midnight hours onr 
hours away, 
Reft but to fee the roof that covered you. 
And watch'd beneath what ftar yovt 
fleeping lay. 



I came, to give my laboyring thoughts 
full fcope 

To love, and your foft charms my iall 
devote. 

To paint my foul, trembling 'twixt fear 
and hope, 

And fpeak that paffion which my looks* 
denote ; 

But when I mifs'd you, and topk boar 
again. 

Scarce could my tongue the proper 
order give. 
Nor my fwool'n eyes 4:he flarting tears 
reftrain, . 
While I drove xlownw^ds to this bufy 
hive, . " 

Landed at length, I fable coffee drink. 
And ill furrounded by a noify tribe, 

Regardlefs what they fay, or do, or think, 
I, wrapt in .your dear Heaven, my lofs 
defcribe. 

V But there is no defcribing either the 
V tranfports that your prefence gives, or 
" the infupportable anguifh of your ab- 
^ fence^— toth are alike beyond the reach 
H of words, and can only, be felt by 
The adoring, 

" Philanper.** 



*Maid. ^ He is a {wtct gentleman,. 

* indeed, madam — what a pity it is that: 
^ he is married/ 

Belinda. • So it is, Sally ; — but yet 
I don*t know whether I (hould like him 

* half fo well) if that vain thing, his> 

* wife, were not fo ridiculoufly jealous of. 
J^him/ 

Maid. * Sure, madam, fhe can't fee 

* very vain, if fhe does not think (he has- 
^ merit «n«ugh to keep her own hufband 

to herfelt 

Bdinda. ^ You are a fool, and know 
^ nothii^ of the matter — I tell you (he 

* muft be vain, and impudently vain too, 

* ever to have expedled fuch a thing. • ' 

Maid. * Indeed, madart> if ever I 
» marry I (hould expeft it, and be very 

* angry if I found it otherwife.' 

Belinda. ^ What, I warrant you and 

* your fpoufe muft be lik^ old Joan and 

* Darby in the fong ; — but I will give 

* you an inftance ot the folly of Phi- 

* lander^s wife : — you muft know, that 
' becaufe he is a wit and a poet, fhe 

* aflfefts to feribble fometimes : — I was 
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• there one day and flie red over a copy* 

• of verfes to me, which fhe* told me flie 

• had wrote to a lady whom fhe thought: 
•'liked her hufband but too well; — t 
*^ knew well enough fhe meant me^ tho* 

• fhe faid.another : — I remember nothing 

• of the poem but the two lafl lines ; — i. 
« but I never fhall forget with, what an 

• air of imaginary triumph fhe repeated 

• them, looking me full in the face afl^ 
^ the time — the words were thefe : 

In vain,.alas^ are all yourarts, .~fihGehtf,. 
By love,, and law, muft only live for me. 

Philander was^ prefent, and gave her 

• a look which fhewM how little he was^ 

• pleafed. with her behaviour ; and I was- 

• told by one of the family^ ufed hex very;/ 

• ill upon it-after I was gone/ , * 

Maid.. « Yeti fhe often • vifits you j 

• madam, and is always* fending invito 

• tions to* you to come to her houfe.'- 

Belinda. ^ * She dare do ^no otherwife, , 

• Philander , will be obeyMj and fhe has 
« cunning enough to know it is her in^ 

• tereft to feem to do without reluftance 

• whatever he would have her; but I 

• know fhe hates me in her heart as 
•- much as I defpife her: — but come, , 

« look 
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* look over the reft of the trumpery^ 

* while I lock np this billet in my 

* cabinet/ 

On this the maid went about examining. 



her hand, after having feen the name, 
cpy'd out with fome cagernefs : 

Maid. * Oh ! madam, here is a letter 

* from mrs. Friendly, — the good-natured 
*^ gentlewoman that fent her fervants^^ to 

* help you out with your things when the 

* fire was at next door, and took fuch 

* care of them till the danger was over^ 

* — What will you have done with 

* this 

Belinda. • It is not worth prcferving ^ 
< — *tis a ftrange thing, that if people 
« do one a kindnefs once they think one 

* is obliged to ufc them civilly ever after.. 
« What more V 

Maid. « A whole packet of epiftlesr 
from Selima.** 

Belinda. * Ay^ the impertinent crea- 

* ture has given me a long detail of her 

* love affairs, as if I had not enough of 

* that fort of my own to employ my 
Mhoughts with..^ 



the other 




and taking one up in 
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Maid. * One from mr. Worthy, 

* madam.' 

Belinda. * He was my lover once ; 

* but I never paid any regard to his af- 

* fedion, and much lefs to his refentment 

* for the ill ufage he pretends to have 

* received from me ; — but you need 

* fearch no farther, — I have found all 

* Phijander's letters and poems in this 

* draw, fo cram together all you have 

* there and thruft them into the fire/ 

This fentence was punftuftlly executed, 
according tp the beft of the mai^*s belief ; 
but the poor girl knew not that there w^s 
an Invifible Thief, who ftood clofe at her 
elbow, and while ftie turned her hegd 
another way had the dexterity to pr^ferve 
fome part of the condemned xargoe, and 
flip it into his pocket, 

Selima at that time engrofled a good 
part of converfatior^ in town ; ^ 
flie was a young woman of no fortune, 
and few other endowments befides her 
beauty, of which, in t;he opinio^ of moft 
poople, fhe has zx^ uncommon ihare ; 
tbgi^gh tp gie tjbeife Js a fejtwi fieree- 
n^^ it) l^r %y^^ gQd^lH>l<tec^ diflMed 
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through all her features, which rob 
them of that lovelinefs they would other- 
wife have; — fuch as (he is, however, 
flie captivated the hearts of two per- 
fons who might have carried their ad- 
. dreffes much higher without danger of a 
refufal \ — the one is born to a title, and 
the other poffefled of wealth, which when 
ever he pleafes may procure him one ; 
and neither of them can be thought de- 
ficient in any of thofe qualifications which 



Selima was ftill unmarried ; ~ both her 
lovers were equally in fufpence, and no- 
body could tell which, or whether either 
of them would be the happy man« 

It is not therefore to be wondered at^ 
that a perfon of my humour ftiould be ex- 
tremely defirous of being let into a fecret 
which fcem*d fo impenetrable, even ta 
thofe who pretended to be moflt knowing 
in other things; nor that I gbdly em- 
braced an opportunity which bids fo fair 
for the fatisfaclion of my curiofity, as the 

fetting her letters into my pofleffion^ Be* 
nda having faid they cop tain*d the 
whok hiftory of thi? affair-. 

Behold now my theft ; Belihda^i. 
maid had no fooner laid dawa the packet,, 
by her lady's orders,, tj^aa I kept my €ye 




fine gentleman ; — yet 



Gonftantly 
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conftantly fixed upon it, 'till a coiwenient 
moment ofFer'd ior conveying it from 
among the others, which I did with as 
much adroitnefs as if I had been bred to 
the art and myftery of ftealing from my 
cradle. 

After this I ftaid no longer with Be- 
linda, not doubting but I had now about 
me better materials for my entertainment 
than any I could expeft to be furnifti'd 
with in her apartment, at Iftaft for the 
prefent. 



If there be any reader^ in this very 
pious and religious age^ that may 
happen to h^e too tender and fcru^ 
pulous a conjcience to benefit himfelf 
by the receipt of Jiolen goodsy the 
author thinks it highly necejfdfy to 
give him this timely notice^ that it 
will be bejl for his peace of mind to 
avoid looking either into this or fome 
of the fucceeding chapters. 

'TpHE diftance between BeHsida*s lodg- 



to be twice as long as ufual, though I be* 



CHAP. IL 




lieve 
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lieve I mcafured much fewer paces thaa 
ever I had done before, fo great was my 
impatience to be at home and examine 
the treafure I brought with me. 

But as too much eagernefs often im- 
pedes the accomplifliment of our defigns, 
after I got into my apartment I fliut my- 
felf into a clofet; but, in the hurry of 
my thoughts, had forgot to give orders 
to my people to fay I was from home, to 
any one that fhould come to vifit me 5 
and I had fcarce unloaded my pocket 
when I was told a gentleman was below 
and defir'd to fpeak with me ; — thU 
was a perfon for whom I had a very great 
regard, and at any other time fhould 
have been glad to fee, but his company 
at this junflure I fhould gladly have dif- 
penfed with — I had no reafon, how- 
ever, to be chagrined at the interruption 
he gave me, as will prefently appear. 

As foon as the firfl compliments were 
over, and we had feated ourfelves, he 
afk*d me if I had heard the news to-day ; 
• — I told him I had not feen any of the 
papers. — ' What I mean, faid he, is of 

* too late a date to be got as yet into the 

* public papers ; ■ — but I fuppofe to- 

* morrow they will all be full of it.* — 
Ms it of any moment, cry'd I ?' • — * Not 



i66 7be Im)}fihleSvY. 

« much, anfwer'd he, except to the parties 

< concernM. — - SeKma was married this 

* morning/ 

* Selima married! refum'd I. And 

* pray has Dorantes oi Vanucius the 

* name of bridegroom « The former, 

< reply'd he, for which I cannot help 

* feeling fome concern/ — • Wherefore, 

* demanded I ? — Is it becaufe you do 

* not think him worthy of her f * — No, 
« certainly, faid he ; — and it is poflible 

* that Ihe alfo may be worthy of him.— 

* I blame not the choice he has matde of 
« her for the reafons many people do j 

but for another, which, I think, ought 
to have had fome weight with him/ 

« Is it a fecret, cryM I ?* — « 1 fhali 
make none of it to' you, anfwer'd he. 

— You muft know I had th6 honour 
of being well acquainted .with his father, 

— he was a perfon of. great fenfe, ho- 
nour and probity ; — ^ his chief care was 
to infill the fame principles into hii 
fon : — among many other ^excellent 
precepts he gave him for his condudl in 
life, one was, nbt to be tempted with 
the grandeur of a court to avoid 
going there as much as he could do fo 
with decency and never to accept of 
any employment : — now I am very 

appre* 
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« apprehenfive that his marriage with 

* Selima will, iji a manner, compel him 

* to break through this injundtion.* 

As 1 could not well comprehend his 
meaning in thefc laft words, I defir'd he 
would be more exjplicit, and he very 
readily obliged me in his reply, which 
was to this efFeft : 

* I will tell you, faid he ; the expences 

* of a marriage bed are very great to per- 

* fons of quality, cfpecially in an age fo 

* luxurious as this and I much fear that 

* the. eftate of Dorantes will be found in- 

* fufficient to defray them, without the 

* alEftance of fome lucrative employ- 

* ment and it is for this reafon I 

* could wifli he had married a wonun of 

* fortune/ 

* Perhaps, returned I, that as Selima 

* brcnaght with her nothing but her per- 

* fon, (he will content herfelf without 
« any of thofe fuperfluities which other- 
« wife £he would have had a kind of right 

* to exped,' 

* You talk like one that knows nothing 
' * of the world, cry'd he people raifed 

* from indigence tp grandeur, muft have 

* a head well ftored with wifdom not to 

* grow 
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* grow giddy with the fudden exaltation ; 

* Selima is young, gay, and vain to an 

* exccfs. — ?^Have we not Ifeen her thurit 

* herfclf into aflemblies where fhe had no 

* pretence to come, and bear a thoufand 

* affronts for the intruGon, merely ?or the 

* fake of boafting afterwards among her 

* acquaintance, that Ihe had been in fuch 

* and fuch company, and in fuch and 

* fuch places ? — Then as to the article of 
^ drefs, no one certainly was ever more 

* particular and afFcfted/ 

* Can it therefore be imagined, con- 

* tinued he, that a woman fo paflSonately 
« fond of (hew, and fo ambitious of ren- 

* dering herfelf confpicuous, fliould not 

* take all the opportunities of doing fd 
^ now, when fortune has put it in her 
« power to appear with all thofe real ad- 

* vantages, which before flie could only 

* ape in a tawdry manner ? — And can it 

* be fuppofed that the fame love, which 

* induced him to make her his wife, will 
« not alfo induce him to indulge her in the 

* full fplendor of that dignity to which 

* he has raifed her; nay, even to humour 
' her in every folly and extravagance her 

* heart may happen to be fet upon ?* 

Tho* I found a good deal of reafon^ 
according to appearance^ in what my 

friend 
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friend had faid, yet I fufpended my judg- 
ment, 'till I fhould fee in what manner 
this lady had unbofom^d hrfffelf to her 
confidante Belinda, which I was now more 
than ever impatient to do, and heartily 
wilh*d he would take his leave. 

At length he went, and I again retlr'd 
to my clofet, after having given proper 
inftruftions to prevent a fecond interrup- 
tion. — To avoid confufion, I examinee} 
th« dates of every letter, and fliall pre- 
fent them to my readers in the order they 
were fent. 

LETTER I. 
To Belinda, at Bath. 

Dear Belinda, 

" T Received the favour of yours witK 
A a double fatisfadtion ; firft, as it 

" brought me news of your fafe arrival 
at that agreeable place, and that ev^ry 
thing in it anfwered your wilhes and 

" expeftations ; — and, fecondly, — as 
it alTures me of your friendfhip by the 
kind concern you are pleafed to expreft] 

" for my welfare. 

" ' As to my health, I have quite loft 
that ugly cough, which fo much per- 
[ ' Vol. II. I fecuccd 
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^^/fecuted me when you left London j 
but as to my affairs^ they are ftill in 

*^ the fame flu6tuating and uiifettled con- 
ditioh as ever ; — Porantes continue^ 
his addrefles, Vanucius does the famej 
^How happy might I be if I was loved 
but by one of them ? but both 
equally purfuing me, impedes all the 
- good fqrtune I might enjoy with either, 
fo that I may jliftly fay with the 

y' Poet, ' 

Too much plenty makes me, poor. 

You may remember how much my 
^' mamma* was tranfportcd when Porantes 
^' firft declared himfelf my lover 5 -r^. 
^' Vanucius, thd' not quite dropp'd, was 
then little regarded* either by inyfelf or 
her but now the cafe is altered ; — 
(he charge^ me to treat both with an 
equal freedom ; ^nd, indeed, I think it 
f ' would be highly impolitic to do other- 
f« wife. 

The truth is, Dorantes does not come 
f« fo direftly to the point as could be 
f ' wiflied ; — his courtlhip is paflionate, 
tender, and full of fire j -r-^ he fwears I 
am the idol of his foul, — his earthly 
;i« gcddefs, — that he could not live with- 
^\ pu| mp, ^ ^nd ;h^t all his hopes are 

ccntpr'4 
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. centered in being one day happy in pof- 
" feffing mes yet, amohg all thefe fvic 
ipeeches, he feldom mentions mar* 
" riage \ , and when he does, it is in fo 
" flight and evafive a manner as gives 
" me fometimes caufe to fear his defigns 
" are rather on my heart than hand. 

If this ftiouid be his intention, and I 
were weak ep^^ough : to have fixed my 
afFeftion on him, how miferable fhould 
I be ? — but, thank Heaven, I have 
none of that foft folly in my com- 
pofition, by which 1 have feen fo 

" many of our fex fnilleti ; — ^ my ruling 
paflions are intereft and ambition ; 

^Vand I would not hefitatp one moment 
to give myfelf to Vanucius, if the rank 
and title of Dorantes did not tempt me 

" to; wait a-while the refult of his-preten- 
fions. 

" I was yefterday morning jn, the Mall 
*-.with Vanucius, Dorantes was walking 
there with fome company ; — he 
changed colour, and leemed in fome 
" agitation on meeting us together ; ~ 
this I looked upon as a good fign ; but 
in the.afcernoon, when he came to vifit 
, " me, and I expected he would either have 
complained of my indifference to him, 
or reproached me for the publU: cn- 
I 2 Courage* 
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couragement I had given his rival ; he 
did neither, but behaved the whole 
time he ftaid with all the calpinefs and 
infenfibilitjr pf a Stoick, ^ 

^« I muft confefs I was never more di& 
appointed in all my life, as I had fre» 
quently feen him kindle into jealoufy on 
a lefs occafion, and could not hdp 
thinking that the violence of his paflioi) 
^* was in a great meafure abated, ^ — ac- 
<pording to this maxim of mr. Deyden : 

Diftruft in lovers is too warm a fun ; 
Put yet • tis ni^ht in love \yhen that is 
gone, 

On confulting with my mamma, I 
found ftie was ot the fame way of think-» 
ing, and it was agreed upon between us, 

^^/pot to fuffer ourfelves to be trifled with 
any longer, but that the next time 

^' Vanucius made an offer of his hand I 
fliould accept it, 

But, my dear Belinda, this morning 
has put a ftop to the refolution of laft 
^' night -r- I was fcaree out of bed when 
I received from Dorantes the moft 
paflionate billet that ever was dictated 
by the heart of man, occafioned, as 
be^fays, by dreaming he had me in his 

f ^ arms j 



arms J - if his Jove be half fo impa^ 
tient to have me there as he pretends it 
is, he will certainly be now more prcf** 

" fing to make me his own than hitherto 

«' he has been. 

" My next, perhaps, may bring you 
" the decifion of my fate ; — - in the mean 
** time I fhould be glad to know what i< 
doing at Bath, and what new conqueft 
you have made there ; for how much 
•* foever you may be envied by feme of 
" your acquaintance, be aflured that every 
thing that contributes to vour fatisfac-" 
tion will always nflford a (ecret pleafure 
•* to her who is, 

** With the moft perfcft amity, 

/• Dear Belinda, 

V Your afFeftioifete friendi 

And humble Servant, 

" Selim-\< 

LETTER II. 
To B E L I N D A, at Bath. 

I Dear Belinda, 
T Am forry to tell you, that the 
, perplexity of my own affairs has 

t hinder'd me from being inquifitive 
\ I 3 " enough 
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^* enough into thofe of other people, for 
** me to be able to fend jou the inteHi- 
geace you requeft \ but as I flatter my- 
felf, and you are fo good to fay that 
what regards myfelf will be always 
mofl: interefting to you, I ftiall give 
you a brief detail of what has happened 
to me in relation to Dorantes, fmce 
his laft kind letter mentioned in my 
former. 

•* He came the fame evening, — the 
difcourfe he cYitertainM me with was of 
a piece with his epiftle, — all love and 
tranfport ; — he begg'd I would fa- 
vour. him with my company to the 
Theatre in Drury-Lane, where he had 

** already fent a fervant to keep places in 
the box; — I confented, and went 

** with him in his chariot, — the play was 
Romeo and Juliet — he apply'd all 
the tender things fpoke by the former 
cf thefe lovers to his own paflion, and 
prefs'd my hand with a vehemence of 

*• tondnefs, whenever he had an opportu- 
nity of doing fo unperceiv'd by the 
audience. 

I fa'w him again the next day, — we 
" were alone together in the dining-room, 
" and my gowti being a little more off my 
flioulder than ordinary, he laid his face 

uppn 
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upon my bare neck, crying," < Oh ! I 

* could dwell for ever here !'— " On thii 
I tool^ courage to fay to him/' — ' Yet^ 

* Dorantes, when once I become your 
' wife, thefe ardours will perhaps fmk 

* into a cold indifference.' — ' No, my 

* angel ' return'd he, defire will rather 

* increafe by enjoyment of your perfon ; 

* — the fweets contained in this dear framid 

* are of too divine a nature ever to fatiate/ 

" In fpeaking thefe words he catched 
'* me fuddenly in his arms, held me toi 
** his bofom, and joined his lips to 
** mine with fomewhat, I thought, of an 

unbecoming warmth ; — I ftruggled to 

get Ipofe, and when I had done fo. rc- 
•* tired fome paces from hipi, and faid; 

with all the haughtinefs I could affume, 
" Forbear fhefe liberties, fir, till authorifed 
" by law to take them ; — he alked my 

pardon, — apologized for what he 

had done by the violence of his paflion, 
" and then Tat down but appeared more 

than ordinarily penfive afterwards, — • 
f * fpoke* little, and made his vifit much 
" ftiorter than ufual. 

" On my acquainting my mamma 
" with what had paffed between us, flief 
" did not at all like it, and went direftly 
" to h^r old friend, you know who I 
I 4 t^^-^^i 
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mean, to be advifed by him how to 
proceed in a circumftance at once fo 
intricate and critical ; — Jie told her, 
that my father ought to appear in this 
bufmels, and that it was his place, and 
his alone, to Remand of Dorantes an 
explanation of his defigns in regard to 
the courtfhip he fo long had made to 
his daughter. 

My mamma had always been of this 
opinion 5 but knowing the indolence 
of* my father's temper, had forbore 
mentioning it to him ; however flic 
now d d fo ; and to engage his com- 
pliance, promifed to make him a 
prefect of a new wig and filver-hilted 
fwcrd ; but all flie could fey or offer 
has been inefFe(5luaf i — his anfwer 
was, — That he did not know how to 
fpeak to a perfon of porantes*s quality 

* on any fiich matter j — that he would 

* not interfere in it, and we might ad as 

* we thought proper ourfelves. 

• 

" This, you will own, is very vexatious; 

* but there is no turning him out of his 

* own way ; — mamma is now refolved, 
' fince there is no other remedy, to take 
' the talk upon herfeJf, as foon as 

* Dorantes conies to town j — he is at 

prefect 



prefent gone on a hunting-match with 
" fome gentlemen, but is expefted to re- 
turn in two days at fartheft, and wv 
" fliaH then fee the event. 

For my part,, my fpirits are fo much^ 
^ fatigued and harralTed with this fuf- 
pence,, that there is but due thing hin- 
ders me from putting an immediate 
end to it by marrying with Vanucius 
— the perfons of the men are equal tc 
me-, but oh, Belinda, lam paffionately 
in love with the title of Dorantes, — - 
^* would to God he were half as much fc 
" with my pcrfon, he would not then 
" delay one moment giving me the one 
in exchange for the other. 

« The faithful Vanucius, who I haV(^ 
«•« flattered with the belief of riot being 
** indifferent to me, is every day folliciting: 
" me to fix a time to make him happy,, 
" while Dorantes feems to dally with my 
eji'pedlations ;— yet can I not fefolve to 
reward the conftant fervices of the one,' 
«* nor to renounce for ever the charming> 
hope of rank, precedence, the thoufand 
d ar appendages of a woman of quality 
which the other has it in his power to* 
beftow on me v — "but I will trouble 
" you no farther than to alTure you, that*-" 
I 5 in' 
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In whatever ftation my fate fliall place 
« me, I fhall be ever, 

f« With the beft wifliesfor your happinefs, 

** My dear Belinda, 

Your fincere friend 

And humble fervant, 

V Selima; ^ 

P.S- 1 am highly obliged to Philander 
for the part you tell me he takes in my 
concerns ; — pray be fo good as to 

" make my grateful acknowledgments 

•'^acceptable to him."' 

If I took the fame pleafure in tran- 
fcribing, as I did in reading the letters of 
Selima^ I f^oujd not have ftoppM till I, 
had laid then^ all before the public ; but 
my pen requires ^ome.rdaxaiion as well 

my eyes, and I muft therefore entreat:, 
the reader will give a (mali truce tp his 
Guriofity, 




CHAP. 



CHAP. IIL 

Prefents the Reader with the contU 
- nuance of Selima's Story ^ as related 
by herfeif^ in fever al epi files to her 
friend^ , in a very natural and affeSl^ 
ing manner. 

LETTER IIL ^ 
To Belinda, at Bath. 
^ Dear Belinda, 

T Would not kt this poft efcapef 
A without writing ;, — what I ha^^e 

" now to fay to you, though greatly to 

** the purpofe, muft ble connprifed in a 

** few words ; — I am engag'd to go 
this evening with Dorantes, and fome 

" other company, on a party of plea- 
fure, and I am every moment expefting 
his landau at the door^ fo can but 

** juft fnatch time to inform you, that 
my mamma has talk'd to him on the 

•'affair in queftion, — ■ and that his 
anfwers have been conformable to our 
utmoft wilhes ; — yes, I am now con- 

*' vinced that all my apprehenfions were 
16 ground-^ 
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groimdlefs, — that he never meant to 
ad other wife than honourably with mer 
a — he has aflur'd both her and myfelf 
" that every thing fhall foon be fettled 
" for my future happinefs ; — " rejoice 
" with me, my dear xreature, — I have*. 
" now a heart and head perfeftly at eafe, 
" and nothing to employ my thoughts, 
" but how to behave becoming of the 
dignity to which, I flatter myfelf, a 
** few days will raife me. 

" Farewel — the author of niy joys* 
is already come, — they call me to re* 
ceive him, — and I can add no more,» 
than that I am, as ever,, . 

" With an unfeigned regardy . 

" Dear Bslinda, 

Your moft bumble and ' 

" Obedient fer van t, 

" SlfLIMA.. 

" P. S. Let the length of your next 
fhcw you forgive the enforced- fliort- 
nefs of this.** 



LETTER' 
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LETTER IV. 

To Belinda, at Bath. 

" Dear Belinda,. 

T ITTLE did 1 expeft, and little 
" -I-' it in your power to imagine what 
" I have now to acquaint you with — 

fo ftrange a reverfe, — fo fudden, fo 
" (hocking a revoKition fure never any 

woman but myfelf experienced ; — but I 
^« will keep you no longer in fufpence. 

" I have loft Dorantes, — irrecoverably 
" loll him, — not through any mifma- 

nagement of my own, nor any want 

of affeftion in him,, but through a pre- 
" vious, much worfe, and more irreme- 
** dable accident: — this is the fum of 

my misfortunes; — I will now relate 
" to you the particulars :. 

" He came tame the other day,, and 
" though the falutations he approached 
me with had their accuftom'd tender- 
" nefs, yet I thought there were fome^ 
what in his countenance, and the whole 
air of his deportment, very different 
from any thing I had ever feen in him 
" before : — he had not been in the room, 
many minutes before he told v^v^^ xJ^'^x. 
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he had fomething of confequence to 
impart to me, and dcfir'd I would or- 
" der myfelf to be deny'd to whoever 
" fhould happen to cpme. — I readily 
" did as he defir'd ; after which he drew 
his chair clofe to mine, Cgh'd, and Icok- 
« ing me full in the face, furpriz'd mi 
5' with thefe wordis : 

* My dear Selima,^ faid he, I have 

* deceived you ! - — have you love enough 

* for me to forgive it ?* *. Firft, let me 
« know the nature of your offence, re- 

* turn'd 1/ * 'Tis death to me to de- 
• * clare it, anfwer*d he ; yet can it be no 

* longer hid : — I have impofed upon you 
« by a falfe pretence ; promifed what 

* is not in my power to perform % — \ 

* cannot marry you.* 

Judge, Belinda, of 'my confufion";— 
«* but it is as impoflSble for you to con* 
ceive, as it is for me to defcribe what 
" I felt in that dreadful moment ; — -fca^rce 
^* could a thunder-bolt have transfixM 
me more ; — I had no breath, — no 
voice, but to eccho part of his laft 

* words, — ' Cannot marry ! — cannot 

* marry, cry'd I!* and this I repeated fe- 
** veral times over* 

He 
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<^ He fcem'd alj this time in very great 
agitations, and after taking one of my 
" hands, and tenderly prefling it to his 
lips, — *^ * Heaven knows, faid he, hqw 
' earneftly 1 deftred the union I propofed j 
> — gladly would I refign the one half 

* of thofe years fate has allotted for my 

* life, to have the other bleft with thq 

* pofleflibn of my Selima, in the way fli^ 

* expefts from mej — but^ alas! that 

* hope is vain ; — ^ the fatal fecfet is this: 

* — I am already wedded, — jmy heed- 

* lefs and unwary youth was enfnar'd to 

* give my hand to a creature, who though 

* I never did, nor never will live with as 
' a wife, will not, on any confideration, 

* be prevailed upon to refign the curfed 

* claim fhe has to me as a hufband/ 

Overwhelmed, as I wa^ with various 
pafliohs, I at latf affum'A refolutioi; 
" enough to tell him, that he had adled 
*^ a moft ungenerous and dilhonourablc 
" part in making his addrefles to me, 
" knowing himfelf under fo indiflbluble 
" an engagement to another.— To which 
" he reply^d, that at fjrft he hoped to 
" hiave got quit, of His unfortunate tyej 
— and: that after he found all the offers 
He hkd made to tljat end were fruitlefs, 
the paffian he had for me would not 
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•* fufFer him to reftrain feeing me, con- 
^ verfing. with me, and telling me h6\7 
much he adored me. 

" He then made a long harangue on 
*^ the refiftlefs power of my charms, and 
" the violence of that flame they had in- 
*« fpir'd him with-, — fwore a thoufand 
oaths that the world to him had no- 
thing in it but myfelf worth living for y 
and concluded with a propofal, that 
" fince he could not make me his wife, 
" he would fettle a thoufand pounds a 
year upon me to be his miflrefs,. — and 
that it (hould be at my option either 
to liye publickly with him as fuch, or 
«^ to continue with my mamma, and re- 
ceive his vifits in a private manner. 

" This offer I rejefted with more dif- 
" dain than I had fliewn to any of the 
" like nature which had ever been made 
to, me fince my firft being, in the way 
of temptation; — nor will you wonder 
that I did do fo :— to be courted for 
ar miftre fs by the Very man who had fo- 
lately flatter'd me with the hopes of 
" marriage,, made me now" look upon 
" that as an affront, which before my 
expectations had been raifed to tjie^ 
height they had been, 1 might per- 

haps 
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haps have taken as a proof of his 
affeftion. 

" I ranted, — ftorm'd, — concealed no 
" part of the fpite I was poffefs'd of-, 
" but all I faid feem'd to make no great 
" impreflion oh himj — he bore it with 
** a temper which I thought was not at 
" all confident with the violence of the 
" paflion he had pretended j and on his 
" going away calmly told me, that he 
" would make the fame propofal he had 

done to me to no other woman in the 

world; — that it was no inconfiderable 
*• one J and that, as he could do no more, 

he hoped my cooldr moments would 
** reprefent it as a thing worthy my at- 
" tention, 

Indeed, my dear Belinda, I was half 
mad, and believe I gave myfelf fome 
airs not any way becoming in me to a 
man of his quality. — I met him in the 
*^ Park this morning, but though he was 
alone, and I had only Flavia with me, 
",he never offered to join us, hut pafs'd 
" by with a flight bow: — I fuppofe he 
" refents my behaviour, but it is no mat- 
*V ter fince he is married. 

" Vanucius is now my laft refource; — 
if I could pjerfuade the man to purchafe 
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*' a title, he would be full as agreeable to 
*' me as Dorantes ; -" but he is an un- 

ambitious creature, and I almoft de- 
' ' fpair ot it, I (hall try, at leaft, how far the 

love he has for me will prevail ; — my 
•* next wilt bring you news of what fuc- 
" Gefs my endeavours will meet ; ^ till 

when, I am, 

** Even in' the midft of my perplexity^ 
*• Dear Belinda, 
" Your very fmcerc friend, 
" And humble fcrvant, 

P.S. " I thank Philander for the fett erf* 
Bath counters he has fent me, but I 
know not when I fball be in a humour 
*' to make ufe of them.- — I was Jaft night 
" at lady Swabler's rout, and play'd fo 
^*'ill that I almoft errtpty'd my purfe 
" ot a fmall prefent my matnma's good 
" friend had made me to byy trinketi 
*• for my wedding/' 
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LETTER V. 

To B E L I N D A, at Bath. 

Dear Belinda^ 
TT is almoft a fm to difturb the feli* 
" ^ city you enjoy with any melancholy 
" accounts but frelh calamities will al- 
" ways occafion frefti complaints, and 
" while 1 an> giving you a detail of my 
" misfortunes, * methinks I am eafed of 
fome part of the weight of them : — 
you may fay, indeed, that this is a 
felfifli confideratioh, and I cannot deny 
** the accufation ; but have this to anfwer 
•* in my defence, — however difagreeable 
" the purport of my letters are, they 
fhew, at leaft, the perfedt confidence I 
have in your friendfliip and good- 
nature, 

** I am apt to think that before I tell 
" you, you will fufpe6t I am alfo deferted 

by Vanucius ; and tho* I cannot be po- 
" fitive that fuch a conjefture would be 
" entirely groundlefs, yet I have little 
" reafon to flatter myfelf with the con* 
^' trary ; — I have neither feen nor heard 

from him for five whole days, ai)d this 
"morning he fet out for Tunbridge, 
" without taking any other leave of me, 

^ ^•^thah 
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than fending a flight excufe for nof 
*« waiting on me before he went. 

" But this IS not all ; — a relation of 
*' his, who I know has always looked 
" upon his courtfliip to me with an evil 
eye, and had,- not long ago, fo great a 
quarfel with him on the occafion, that 
he was forbid his houfe, is now fo far re- 
inflated in his good graces as to be gone 
with him to the country ; and I do not 
" doubt but will take this opportunity of 
filling his- cars with a thoufand ftories 
to my difadvantaffc, as he has ever 
** done fince my firft acquaintance with 
him. 

" Thus, my dear Belinda, from having, 

as I thought, my choice of two the 
•* be^ matches in the town, I am likely 
** to lofe all hopes of both, and alfo to 
^ fall into the contempt and ridicule of 

all thofe flirts who fo lately envied my 

good fortune. 

This laft circumftance is above all 
•< fo truly mortifying, that after it I 

know not whether 1 fliall ever be able 
" to Ihew my face in any public af- 

fembly, but rather take the fame pains 
^* to conceal myfelf, as once I did to be 

confpicuous : — but farewel, the more 
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I refleft on thefe accidents, the lefs T 
" am capable of rcftraining my paflion 
** enough to affure you, 

^ With how much fincerity 

I am, 

^' My dear Belinda, 

Your moft devoted, 

Tho' unfortunate -friend, 

Selima.'' 

LET TER VL 
To B E L I N D A, at Bath. 

Dear Belinda, 

T Expefted no lefs from your known 
" goodnefs, than the confolatory ideas 
you endeavour to infpire me with ; — 
** you would fain perfuade me that I have 
" no reafon for defpair, and that the 
fame beauty which attrafted the hearts 
of Dorantes and Vanucius, will alfo 
gain me others of equal eftimation ; 
" but alas, I have too much experience df 
** myfelf, and of what the world thinks 
^* of me, to entertain fo flattering a hope. 
H — Yqu ki)ow very well, my dear, that 
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on my firft fctting up for cpnqucft, I 
fiiewM iriyfelf in all public places, and 
expofed to the vieW of all wno faw me^ 
almo'ft ev?ery charm that nature has 
" beftow*d^upon nie, yet never was ad- 
drefs'd on the fcd^e of marriage by 
any but thofc two whom I have now 

*' Befides, I am now what they call 
blown uporf ; — that admiration which 
my firft appearance excited, wears off 
by my being fo often feen, and I begin 
to be convinced that it was more owing 
to the peculiarity of njy drefs and man- 
ner of behaviour, than to any real per- 
*' feAions of my perfon, that I was fo 
much followed by a gaping multitude. 

You, fee how I am humbled ; and, 
by what I have, fdd, may perhaps 
imagine that I have fo far done with 
the pride of life and vatiities.of the 

** world,; as to take' up with a little 
mercer or wooUen-di'aper, if fuch a one 

** fliould offer me his hand ; but do not 
harbour fo defpicable an opinion of 
your friend ; — no, I SvilJ never fit be- 

«* hind a compter, or be the wife pf one 

" that does j — but I need not make this 
declaration, ^ as matters ftand I am 

^« pot 
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not likely to be the wife of any body, 
^' but ftill. 

With an inviolable refpeft, 

Dear Belinda, 

. ^* Your moft obliged friend, 

^* And humble fervanc, 

Selima.'^ 

CHAP. IV. 

Contains the Conclujion of Selima'i 
letters^ 

LETTER Vir, 
To B E L I N p A, at Bathp 
Deareft Belinda, 

ft and wit infpire rriy pen to der 
^* fcribd to you as it deferves, the blef$*d 
reVerfe in my condition fince the laft 
" melancholy epiflle you received from 
me ; -~ I was then plunged in the 
Ipweft pit of deep defpair, and ani now 
j:aife4 to the higheft fummit of humai\ 
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" felicity : — in a word, I am the con- 
traded fpoufe of Dorantes and as 
" foon as the preparations for our wed- 
" ding can be got ready, ftiall be the de- 
" clared ***** of *****. 

" Methinks I fee the furprife J put you 

in ; — you will doubtlefs cry out, — 
" How can .this be ! when Dorantes has 

already confefs'd himfelf the lawful 
" hulband of another ! — It feems, indeed, 

a paradox, — yet ftands in no need of 
" fchool-learning to be explained, — as 

you will prefently difcover. 

" After the lofs of both my lovers, as I 
then imagined, I fcarce did any thing 
" but lie upon the bed and weep for two 
" whole days together ; — my father, in- 
ftead of faying any thing to confole 
my afBiftions, added to them by his 
reproaches — he told me, — that he 
" knew what it would come to ; — that 
" dreffing myfelf up like a Bartholomew- 
** baby would never get me an hufbapd, 
— and fuch like fluff, as you know his 
*« low way of expreffing himfelf-, — but 
" thank Heaven the tables are now tura- 
" ed upon him ; and if refpeit for my 
mamma did not rcflrain me, I fhould 
^* return his flouts with ipter^ft. 



One 
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«* One afternoon, as I was fitting at 
the window with the fafh drawn up, 
mufing on my unhappy fate, I faw 
Dorantes's chariot come to the door ; 
«< ^ while his footman knocked, he 
" iook'd out and made me a very refpeft- 
" ful bow ; — I was amaz'd, but thought 
it would be too grofs an affront, to a 
man of his quality, to be denied to 
him as he faw I was at home ; nor had 
I time for fuch a thing, if I would 
have done it ; for the maid who opcn'd 
" the door fliew*d him direftly up ftairs* 

On his entrance I affum'd one of 
thofe haughty and aflur'd airs which 
" vulgar Ibw-bred people are apt to call 
^ impudent and fawcy ; and with my 
head half turn'd another way, faid 
to him," — * I am furprifed to fee you 

* here, Dorantes, after the converfation 

* you entertained me with at your laft 

* Oh, Selima; reply'd he, I came not now 

* to repeat the audacity I was then guilty 
' of, nor to offend your modeft ears with 

* any future ^ifcowrfes of the like nature § * 
^ but humbly to beg pardon for the paft, 

* and hope that what I have to offer will 

* make lome atonement.* 

Yoi. n. K ^\^^ 
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« I do not comprehend your meaning, 
••rcturn'4 but whatever it may he, 

* cannot think it becomes me to continue 

* any correfpondence with a married man* 
^ who being fb pretended to make his ad- 

* jdrdles to me on an honourable fcore.V , 

* I zm not married, rejoin'd he eagerr 

* ly, and the trial I made of your virtue 

* adds a double hiftre to the beauty that 

* iirA enHam*d me, and I am now much 

* jnore your flave than ever,* 

* Not married^ cried I ; — Why then 
^ ^id you tell me fo ?' — * Pardon the 

* innocent impofition I praftifed on you^ 

* faid he, kiffing jny hand^ — 1 was wilr 

* ling to fee in what manner you woul4 
^ refent it ;-r-your behaviour has anfwer'd 

* to my wifti, and I now offer you a hand 

* which I never had one thought or wilh 
^ to difpofe jof to any other woman.* 

"Oh, Beliada, — how did my he^t 
^ flutter at thefe words, jas Scmandr^fays 
^ in the play, 

I took them aU, and died upon the found: 
To the drtv*A air my flying foul was 
faftenU 

JEacb pharnung fyUable he fpokc was mine. 
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" The manjr paflionatc and endearing 
things he faid to me would not come 

•' within the compafs of twenty letters ; 
you muft therefore, till I have a better 
opportunity of relating the particulars^ 
content yourfelf with a brief Tummary 
of the whole ; — which is thisrthat he 
is entirely at liberty to marry me, and 
is refolved to do fo; — that an agree* 
ment the fame night was made between 
us for that purpofe 5 and that mamriia 

•* and her good friend, who luckily hap- 
pen'd to be with her, were callM in to 
be witneffes of it/ 

Since eVefy thing has been fettled 
thus happily for me, fome people have 
" been impertinent enough to affure me,' 
" that to^their own knowledge Dorantes 
was really married feveral years ago, 
and that his wife is ftill alive-, — but this 
" gives me no manner of concern : — if 
there be any woman who has a claim of 
" this nature on him, he has doubtlefs 
" found means to prevail on her to re- 
linquifli it, — lo 1 look upon it as 
none of my affair ; — he marries me 
" in the face of the world, — has pro- 
« mifed to prefent me at court, — and 
while I enjoy the title of **♦*»♦* of 
«« ♦♦♦♦•♦^ aj^d the grandeur aaacK*d to 
K z 
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it, fliall not trouble myfelf with any 
whifpers that may go about the town 
in relation to the lawfulnefe or unlaw- 
fplnefs of xny marriage. 

It is no inconfiderable addition to 
my contentment, to hear that you de- 
fign to return to town in a fliort time 

•** I long to fee you, and to give you an 

/V airing in my own coach and fix; with 
three flaunting rampant footmen, in 

^' xich liveries, hanging on the back of 
it : — we ftiall cut a better figure, Be- 
linda, than when we made our little 

^' excurfions together in a mean dirty 
hack. — Oh, fortune ! — fortune ! — 

'^\d!^r pmpitious fortune, how am I 
bound to praife thee ! — But no xnofc 
at ptefent, than that I am. 

With the greateft good wiftics. 

Dear creature. 

Your moft affeftionate, 

» 

And very humble fervant, 
^ Selima. 

p. S. I need not defire you to tell 
^* Philander what has happened, — I 
know you will, and alfo that his re- 
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gard for you will ipake him particf- 
pate in the happinefs of your frieriJ^ 
" Once more, — adieu.*' 

Here end the letters^ of this celebratedT 
lady-, and, indeed, the pifture fhc has; 
given of herfelf in them fo much re- 
fembles that drawn for her by my old 
friend, that I cannot avoid being of his 
opinion, as to the manner in which we may 
expedl ftie will regulate her conduft. 

I could not, however, acquit Belinda, 
of ingratitude for the 'little regard ftiG 
feem'd to have for one who was her in- 
timate fcompanion, and fo frankly trufted 
her with her bofom fecrets ; — the eflieem 
I once had for her was very much kflen'd 
by what I had difcover'd of her temper 
in the Invifible Vifit I had made thaC 
morning at her apartments ; — and the 
terms in which flie had exprefs*d herfelf, 
in relation both to Philander and his wife^ 
gave me a curiofity to fee how that couple 
lived together^ 

Tho*^ I fcarce doubted of his being, 
town, as BeUnda was returned from Bath^ 
yet I fent privately to his houfe, in ordei 
to be more aflured, and finding he was 
there,, went one morning, imagining thac^ 
K 3 t o. 



1 98 The Invijble Spy* 

to be the moft likely time to fudeeed ia 
ihy defign. 

I entered their houfe in a hicky mo- 
. ment, — they were together, and deeply 
engaged in a converfation, the beginning 
of which I cannot pretend to relate j but 
what pafs'd between them after I came in, 
will give the reader a fufficient famplc of 
the difpofition both of the one and the 
other; — it was to this efFedt : 

Philander. « So then, you fay, ma- 
^ * dam, that there are fome people who 
' pretend to give themfelves airs concern- 
\ ing my gallantries with Belinda at 
^Bath?' 

' HQfe. ' You know very well, fir, that 

* the world is apt to talk on fuch occa- 

* fions/ 

Philander, < Rot the world — that 

* impertinent part of it, at leaft, whom 

* you converfe with : — ridiculous ; — 

* as if there were any thing wonderful in 
f a man's defiring to be in the good 

* graces of one of the fineft women in 

* town/ 

Wife. « They may think, perhaps, 

* that when a married man has fuch in- 

' clinations 

Ik 
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^ clinations he ought tp be more private 
^ in them.* 

Philander. « Private ; — humph. — 

* What, they would have the mea aS' 

* great prudes as the women !' 

Wife, « You cannot think it ftrange;- 

* however, that every one believes Be- 
^ Hilda, with all the charms you find in^ 
' her, muft be very deftitute of admi- 

* rairers, when fhe encourages the ad'- 

* drefles of a man who has no right to^ 
^ offer them/ 

Philander. < Envy, by gad, — mere* 

* envy of her power of making univerfa^ 

* conquefts.' 

Wife. « Scarce fo ; — a womaH:whof 

* behaves in the manner (he does, renders 
' herfelf rather an objedt of contempts 
^ than envy.' 

Philander. < Look-ye, madam, — you 

* may fancy whar you pleafe ; but while 
' Belinda has youth, wit, and beauty oni 

* her fide, fhe will continue to be the 

* toaft of all the polite part of mankind, 

* in fpite of whatever malice or jealoufy-' 

* may fuggeft/ 
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Wife. * Indeed, fir, I have no malice 

* to Belinda, nor jealoufy of you, and 
*• give myfelf no fort of pain for what 
^ may happen between you behind the 

* curtain ; — but I do not chufe to be 
' publickly negle6te4 for her fake ; — I 

* would have you remember that I am 
^ your wife/ 

Philander.^ Faith,, madam, it is little 
^ to your intereft that I (hould remenber 

Wife. « Why fo?* 

Philander. ^ Do you not know ;what 
« a certain great poet, who . underftoed 
« nature better than either you or I, has 
^ told us upon this head ? 

* » Who loves: to hear of wife ? 
That dull infipid thing, without defires. 
And without power to give them. 

- Wife. * Mighty well. Philander ; — 

* but certainly ,a m^ of this way of 

* thinking ought never to marry.' 

PHhnder.. ' Stupid : — Are you fo 
^ ignorant as npt to know a man of 

^ faihioDi 
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^ fefliion marries . chiefly for the fake of^ 

* getting an heir to his eftate ?' 

Wife. ' Th^n love is quite Out of die' 

* queftion ?*, 

Philander. ^ Humph. No,* nptf 

^' abfolutely fo ; — a man generally chufes* 

* the woman who moft fuits his tafte at* 
' that time, provided her fortune and fa-* 

* mily be equally agreeable ; — but you* 
are not to imagine that the conjugal* 

' ' hoop, like an enchanted circle, mufb 
^ never be leap'd over 'till the fpell i^r 
^ ended, which, you know, lafts as long* 

\ as life ? * 

JVife. ^ And muft not then the fame' 

* latitude be allowM to the women V ' 

Philander. * No, — there are very 
good reafons to be given for the con- 
•-'trary r — but all this is idk ; fince* 

* we are upon this topic, let us difcufs it^ 
' like rational creatures; — if we exa- 
*y n^ne our own • hearts, and confeft the 

* truth, I believe it will be found that' 

* my condudt and your difcontent pro- 
ceed 'from Ofuc and the fafme fourcc, afid* 

* are widely different from what the world* 
generally afcribcs'to either: — iivfiHe,. 

*^ma4am, it is pridc^*— ^ naerc pj^ide? 

K 5 V^^^ V 



* alone, that makes me guilty and you 

* unhappy/ 

Wife. * Pride ; — as how ?' 

Pbtiander. « I will prefently convince 

* you, — the pride oi being thought to 

* be well with a woman that half the 
town runs madding after, makes me 

* fond of appearing in all public places 
« with Belinda ; — and it is the pride 
/ o£ engroffing me wholly to yourfelf 

* that will not fufFer you to - be eafy in 

* feeing another woman preferred before 

* you/ 

Wife. * Suppofe this to be the cafe, 
« which I am, however, far frofti grant- 

* iHig, mine would certainly be the moft 

* juftifiable pride.* 

. Fbilander. • Not at all — pride is 

* one erf the very worft ingredients in 
f the compolition of a wife/ 

Wrfe. * And falftiood in that of a 

* htisbiwid/ 

Philander. * If you Jiccufe me of 
r falfhood, you are, without exception, 

* pofitively one of the moft ungenerous 

* women in the wQ^d \ ~ no nvm could 

* deal 
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deal more fincerely with a wife -than I 

* have jaft now done with you; and I 
« think you ought to value me for it, and. 
*• confoie yourklf with the affurance that 

* Belinda will grow ftalc to m« the mo— 
*-m€nt I find Ihe becomes fo to the town,, 

— which^ to let you into a fecfet, I; 

* believe will be very foon.* 

fVife. • I am very much of your^' 
^^'opinkm in that point; — but then'the 
ground flie lofes in your heart, will; 

* perhaps be taken up by another,, fo that 

* my misfortune will receive little abate- 
* ' ment by the change of perfons.* 

Philander. < As to that, madam, there's 

* no anfwering for future events ; ~ butv 

* whatever happens of this kind, you will i 

* always find it the wifeft way to be eaCy • . 

* — fo, madam, farcwel, — 1 lhan't dine 
*^ at honie to-day/ 

With, thefe words he went away, it is - 
poflible to Belinda, or feme other engage- 
ment of the fame nature,* whicl) I had no > 
curiofity to pry into ; — his wife feem*d • 
* more agitated after he was gone, than (ho 
had made fhew of when he was prefent^ 
but having fat for fome minutes in -^v 
mufing pofture, at length rous'd from i% 
^ttid fpoke thus to herfelf : ' * 

K-6 Wa^u 
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Wife. • He fays true^ indeed, — pa-^ 
^ ticnce is my only remedy ; — I may 

* cry and fret myfelf till I* grow fo ugly 

* that people will think 1 deferve the 

* flights he treats me with, and the beft 
^ I could expeft would be the pity of 
^ my acquaintance : — OliL how con- 
^ temptible a thing is pity ! — How mean 

* does the wretcli appear who> ftands in 
need of it! — I cannot bear the thought!' 

No, — the world. Ihall never know 
^ how; miferable I am ; — I will tell every 
« body that I difcovered the flirt was inr 
^ love with my hufl^and, and that I put? 
^ him upon pretending to admire her, on 
«• purgofe to, make hex more ridiculous. 

The thoughts of this ftratagem feem'd 
to. put her into great fpirits ; — I c^ould' 
perceiye her. eyes fgarklei with the. innate 
latisfafltion of her mind, and. a. dawn of 
chearfulnefs diflus'd itfelf through all her 
features. — After a fhort.paufe flie>wKnt 
on with her. foliloquy. . 

Wifi.. ' It fliall be: fa; — her vaiA 
•vcoquettc airs wilti: give a fandlion . to 
« what 1 fayi.aad rayjpeaking of my. 
• huflband with the utmoA^ tcnderncfc 

prevent . every; one? from, imagining., t 
myfelf trpated. by. hinv with^ aqy; 
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• cofdnefs or negleft. — Oh, Philander,, 
for my own fake 1 muft conceal yonr 

• faults J — it is a provoking circum-^ 

• ftance, however. But I hope 1 fliall have 

• refolution enough to overconae it,, and 

• to follow mr. t)lyden*s advice.* 

" Secrets Df marriage Ihould be lacred 
« held, 

Their fweets and bitter by the wife: 
" concealed 

Errors of one refleft on t'other ftlll,. 
And when divulg'd proclaim we've 
« chofen ilL'"' 

Having now fully fatisfied my curiofity, 
1 left this lady to purfuc her meditations^ 
and retir'd to my apartment^, in order to 
indulge my own j which,^I muft confefsv. 
afforded me no. very pkafmg ideas, as I 
was convinced. By what I had feen and 
heard, that neither the Kufband or the 
wife, or the favourite miftrefs, had any 
thing in their charafters that, could be at 
all interefting to a perfon of my way o£ 
tiiihking. 

GHAK. 
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G H A P. V. 

Confifts chiefly of fome refections of the 
Author* s own on falfe T^fte^ — the 
mifiaken road in the purjuit of Fame^ 
and the folly of an ill-direSled emula- 
tion ; to which are added^ a few faint 
fketches taken Jrom the moft amiable 
originah in modern life^ and exhibited 
in the hope of feeing them finifh'd by 
a more able pencil for the improve^ 
ment of the public^ 

THE celebrated: Monfieur De Bufly 
telli us^ that when we fay a man 
Has a fine or trueTattc, no more is meant 
by thofe words, than that he has a found 
judgment, — a clear head, and a nicely 
diftinguifhing capacity in judging of what 
is really worthy and becoming \ and what 
is not fb, whether it be in the choice of 
his amufements, his equipage, his apparel, 
the furniture of his houfc, the covering of 
his table, or whatever elfe depends on the 
diredtion of the will and fancy. 

Now, as every thing is beft Ihewn by its ^ 
appoUte, if the definition given us by the 

French^ 
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French author of the true Tafte be juft, as 
I believe moft people will allow it is, to 
think and a£l contrary to what he de- 
fcribes, is what we call falfe Tafte ; but,: in 
my opinion, to think and do always what is 
wrong, and at the fame time imagine that 
ajl we think and do is right, is not of it- 
felf fufficient to take in the meaning of the 
phrafe in its full extent •, — there muft al- 
fo be added an affedtation of being Angu- 
lar, — over curious, — ; over delicate, — 
over elegant, — fomewhat above the com- 
mon level of mankind : — in fine, the 
man of a falfe Tafte muft not be a fool of 
Heaven's making but his own. 

The late witty Earl of Rochefter has- 
preftnted us with a very pifturefque 
charafter of the man of falfe Tafte, in the 
following moft excellent- and pathetic 
lines : 

* He was a fool thro' choice, not want: 

* of wit; 

« His foppery, without the help of ' 
* fenfe, 

• Could n^cr have rifcn to fuch an 

* excellence : 

♦ Nature's as lame in making a true 

' fop . 

* As a philofoper ; the very top 

• An4 
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^ And dignity of folly, wc attain 
* By ftudious fearch, and labour of the 
< brain ; 

' By obfervation, council, and deep 

« thought; 
« God never made a coxcomb worth a 

* groat: 

' We owe that name to induffty and" 
* arts-, 

*^ An eminent fool muft be a Man of 

* parts; 

A pcrfon may be endow' d with grear 
talents, yet, through ^ falfe Tafte in the 
manner of difplaying them, be render'A 
ridiculous inftead of refpeftaljle, and while 
he aims at attradling univerfal admiration, 
become the objc6l of univerfal contempt.. 

Htppias^ is profoundly learned, — is- 
well Ikiird in the moft ufeful fciencesy. 
and endowed both by nature and education 
with every rjquifite to render him* a 
worthy and beneficial member of fociety ; 
ytty by fome unaccountable oddities of 
manners and behaviour, he makes hirnfelf 
hate J where he mighrbe loved, — defpis'd 
where he might be refpefted, — and a mere 
cypher in a. world wiiere he might be a 
figure of the greatcft con(equence». 

He 
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He is not at all diflatisfied that every 
one knows and fpcaks of him as a man 
poffefs'd of a very opulent fortune, yet 
aflfefts to look down with fcorn on all the 
pleafures, and even innocent amufements 
it might afford him and to fuch an ex- 
cefs does he carry this humour, that what- 
ever is beyond the neceflities of nature he 
treats as luxury and cpicurifm, vainly 
imagining that^the wearing of a thread- 
bare coat, and a wig that the head it 
covers fcarce remembers e^er to have had 
a curl, or the dining on a cut of coarfe 
boiled beef from a threepeny ordinary, en- 
titles him ta the character of a philofo- 
pher* 

But this oftentatious humility, ay I 
think it may be juftly call'd, is not the 
naoft unpardonable error into which Hip- 
pias is led by his falfe Taftc ; — this ferve?.. 
only to make him ridiculous ; — but 
there is another which makes him hate- 
ful. 

Theatnbition he has of being reverenced 
as a ftoic, renders him deaf to the didtates 
of humanity, and wholly infenfible of all 
focial feeling for bis fellow creatures ; — 
he partakes not in the joys or griefs of 
even thofe he calls lus friends, nor would 
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lift a finger, move a ftep, or fpcak a 
fyllable, either to promote the one or dif- 
fipate the other; — the moft dlftrefsful 
circumftance has not the power to touch 
his heart, and if any one knows him little 
enough to employ his afliftance or advice 
in the extremeft exigence, he replics,^ 
with a.folemn and magifterial air, — 
^hat he can fay nothing to their com- 

Elaints that pity is a paflion and that^ 
y the force of his reafon, he has divefted 
himfelf of all paflions of what kind foever. 

Thus does Hippias, by indulging one 
unhappy propenfity, forfeit all the love 
and cftecm the qusdities he is poffefs'ii of 
would otherwife attraft ; — the manner 
in which he is now look'd lipon gives me 
room to fufpeft, that whenever he makes 
his exit from this world he will have an 
epitaph fomewhat like what I read on a 
tomb-ftone in a country chureh-yard : 

* Here ****♦**, ftretch'd at his full 

* length is laid, 

• Who living, no one lov'd, nor 
* mourn'd when dead.*^ 

Numberlefs are the inftances might be- 
■given to prove the beft capacities may be, 
and frequently are, perverted by falfe 
Tafte and mifapplication \ — as one of our 

moft. 
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moft eminen^authors tells us, — the love 
of Fame is the univerfel paffion, — it is 
imprinted, in a more or lefs degree, on 
every human heart ; — thofe who have 
great talents ^ are apt to think they can 
never render themfdves fufficiently con- 
Ipicuous ; and thofe of weaker intellefts, 
yet poflefs*d of the fame vanity, are fome- 
times fo infatuated, as rather than not to 
make a noife in the world, to do things 
which may incur a lampoon, fince they 
cannot deferve a panegyric. 

A private life, or as they term it, a 
life of obfcurity, is to fome people the 
fevereft misfortune they can labour under ; 
—they will tell you, that they may as 
well be out of the world as of no confe- 
quence in it ; — and few there are wha 
will take the poet*s word for a contrary 
paflion. 

* Th* unknown, untalk*d of man> is 

' only bleft ; 

* No anxious doubts his peaceful breaft 

* annoy, 

* From praife and cenfurc equally re- 

* mote V 

* Nor hopes, nor fears, his happinel^ 
' deftroys, 

* But fafe wichin himlelf, himfelf en- 
' joys/ 



212: He Ivifibkn Spy. 



It is more than barely poflible, that 
feme of my witty readers will cry out, — 
that I have lafh*d myfelf in this remark, 
and if I were not as fond of being talked 
of as any body elfe,*I (hould never have 

prefented them with this work ; but I 

would have thefe cavillers think a Kttle 
before they pafs fuch a judgment on me ; 
— however, for fear they fhould not give^ 
themfelves the trouble of doing fo, as the 
prefent age does not feem to care much 
for thinking, (hall give them a very ex- 
plicit, though fiiort anfwer : 

If I had exhibited thefe lucubrations 
" with any view of rendering myfelf 
* * popular, I ftiould certainly have pkick'd 
" oflf my Belt of Invifibility as foon as it 
«* had furniih'd me with matter for their 
^ entertainment, and appeared in ftata 
" quo, with a long fawning preface in 
my hand, humbly imploring the-ap- 
probation of the public on my labours; 
" but as I have refolved to remain in 
an impenetrable coneealment, they 
" muft do me the juftice to allow that I 
have the honour to be of the fame 
opinion with the author I juft now 
quoted." 



Thifr 
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This is all I have to fay, — and enough 
too, I think, to ckar me from any impu- 
tation of the kind I have mentioti'd ; — fo 
lhall now go on with fuch obfervations as 
at prefent occur on fome few of the many 
branches which fprout forth from that 
great root of wrong afting, commonly 
xallM falfe Tafte.' 

There are people, who, having no pe- 
<:uliarities of their own, afFedl to imitate 
thofe they may fee in others, efpecially if 
the perfon they copy after be of a fu- 
pcrior rank, or has the reputation of a 
Tvit* 

Thefe m,ay properly enough be call'd 
fecond-hand fools ; for they generally take ' 
up the follies juft when they are left off by 
the perfons they would be thought exaft- 
iy to refemble ; — according to a vulgar 
a4age, — ' The fool will fometimes peep 
* out of the wifeft man/ — The lean: 
failing in a perfon of a diftinguifli'd cha- 

rafter is presently adopted by his inferiors 

^till it becomes a fafhion. 

Howjuftly, therefore, though not the 
moft elegantly, does Michael Drayton 
exprefs himfelf when fpeaking on this fub- 
jedc J — it is a long time ago fmc^ I ^^-^^ 
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the old gentleman % but» as near as I <:at\ 
remember^ his words are as follow : 

* The great,- 'tis fure, fliould firft them- 

* felvcs amend 5 

* For follies of all kinds will ftill 
' defcend : 

« What palaces begin, the cottage apes, 
« And no degree of men th* tnfcftion 

* fcapes.* 

. Emulation, however^ when well di- 
rcdted, is one of the moft n^ble propen* 
fities of the mind ; — not^g can be 
more truly laudable than an endeavour to 
fquare our adions by a praifeworthy 
model ; but I am forty to fay that this is 
not fo oftfcn the cafe as every good man 
would wifli it werci. 

There are fbme people fo unhappy, as 
to take for a pattern all the bad they can 
-find, and negledl all the good j — • and 
this, tooj without defign or any untoward 
ipclination, but, through mere carelefs- , 
nefs-, and provided they do fomething 
fuch a one or fuch a one does, give not 
themfelves the trouble to examine whether 
what they imitate be a beauty or a blemifh \ 
or, indeed, whether it be either, or only 
a matter of indiflFercncc, and altogether 
Vijworthy of regard. 
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And now I am upon this head, I can- 
not forbear relating an example of the 
fort I laft mentioned 5 which, though it 
happened fome years ago, and is extreme- • 
ly trifling in itfelf, may ferve to (hew 
how little care people fometimes take in 
their choice of an objeft for imitation. 

A young gentleman of my acquain- 
tance, and who pafs*d in the world for a 
very pretty fellow, either was, or afFeded 
to be, becaufc it was the mode, a pro- 
digious admirer of the late defervedly far 
mous fir Ifaac Newton ; — he had the 
honour of being known to that truly 
great man, frequently vifited him, and 
had the opportunity of hearing many 
things from him, which doubtlefs were 
well worthy of being treafured in his 
memory 5 — yet I could never find he 
took particular notice of any thing but 
this I am now going to repeat. 

Sir Ifaac had him at his table one day, 
and happened cafuaUy to fay, that he 
thought nothing Tweeter than bacon 
bone; — my friend immediately catch'd 
up the word, and from that moment made 
it his own, and on all occafions quoted it \ 
— if any one afk'd him to cat with them 
he would reply, — * Yes, if you have 
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« any bacon ; for, as fir Ifaac Newton 

* fays, there is nothing fweeter than a 

* bacon bone.' — In fine, he went to no 
place, — mingled in no converfation, 
without finding fomc means to introduce 
the fweetnefs of the bacon bone, and re- 
.peated the above-mention'd expreflion fo 
often, and fo impertinently, that at lafl: he 
became the jeft of all his companions, 
who, in derifion, call'd him by no other 
jiame than the bacon bone. 

Ridiculous as this may appear, I can 
affure my reader, that the gentleman I 
have been fpeaking of does not ftand 
alone, but has many parallels in my cata- 
logue of obfervations on a mifguided imi- 
tation, as Lcould eafily prove ; — but my 
humour has on a fudden changed its vein; 
and I begin to grow too ferious to recite 
any farther inftances of fo ludicrous a na- 
ture. 

9 

Degenerate as we mortals are faid to be, 
And to confcfs the truth, worfe canndt be 
iaid of us than we, in fa£t, deferve ; yet 
leven now, in this prefent equally corrupt 
and illiterate age, when no encourage- 
ment is given cither to virtue or to wit, 
fhere are not wanting fome few illuftrious 
examples of both, whom even an endea- 
vour 
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reur t6 copy aft^r would be fomc meric 
in the attcmjiter. 

See where the lioble Alt^fn6fit ftandii^ 
forth a (hining patron- Cf eXatCed virtue 1^ 
— - dignity in his. countenance, — benevo- 
lence in his hand, — the ftfidkeft jufticct 
honour, and focial kindhefs in his heart s 
*^ near him you ^rll always find the 
chafte and fair Eophemia, his illuftrioui 
Gorffort, -^^ nuilicfrous and beauteous ofi^ 
fprirtg, with joybUS finifes play round their 
feet, Juno and Hyrfftn hover over their 
heads, and fhbWer continual blelTings oa 
the happy pair. 

From Altawo^it and Euphefftia, — ve 
husbands, fiithers, feartl the duties due td 
thofe etideatihg i^ame^ s ^tid ceafe to ima- 
gine that to •fwerv'e frbm them is polite* 
nefe. 

Leat-h ybd, who languifh in a widowed 
bed, from Elifmotidft leamto fupport the 
melancholy of your fitu^ti6n as becomes 
you •» — ^ EliftnOnda, who, tho* a^ Lee ex- 
prefles it, in all the full-grown pride of 
glorious beauty, difdains ail overtures for 
a fecond marriage, fliuris pomp and 
ceremony, — nor haunts the court nor 
public walks, but ifi her clofet rumihat<;s 
what good is in her power tO do, — who 

Vol. II, L t«tfSc 
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0ioft deferves, and who ftands moft in 
jieed of her relief ; and all thofe cares (he 
once employed to pleafe the beft of huf- 
bands are now taken up with afts of 
^iety and foft compaffion. 

Learn you, fair ramblers after fliow 
and hurry, — ye midnight gadders to 
mafquerades and balls, Irom lovely Ama- 
dea learn, the timid modefty that beft 
t)efits and beft fecurcs the honour of a 
virgin ftate j — flie takes no pains to at- 
traft the eyes of the gaping multitude, ?nd 
rather fhuns than covets popular admi- 
ration ^ ftie avoids being the firft in 
any new falhion, and never runs into the 
extreme of it ; —goes to no routes, affcm- 
blies, or n^afquerades ; — feldom indulges 
herfelf even with a play or opera; and 
when Ibe does, is always accompany'd 
by fome grave relation, whofe prefenoe 



3Bvhifflers who fkip from box to box, 
faying the fame thing to every fine wo- 
jtian they fee there ; — when me walks-in 
the Park, fhe makejs choice of thofe hours 
when the leaft company are there j and 
(the only public place you Are fure to find 
her in i^ at Churchy. 

The ex^imple of Dorilaus is a noble 
feprimand to thofe who fuffcr themfelves 

to 



is a check on the i 




of thofe 
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to grow old in riots and debaiicheri^ i — • 
early he quitted the levities of youth, — j- 
and, as the filver Swan immerging fronjt^ 
the dream, (hakes off the drops that hang 
upon its wings ; fo Dorilaus but dipp'a 
into the follies of tjie times, — juft taft^d 
the licentious pleafures of the town* 
then delpifed and threw thena from nina 
with abhorrence/. , ' , 

Temptations of every kiiid have fince 
furrounded him,' yet has he ftitt reniain'd 
unihov'd, — equally inflexible to the . in- 
finuatiohs of luxury and to; the bribes of 
corruption; — fteady in virtuous prin^- 
ciples, the evil ones at length grew weary 
of their fruidefs labour, ajid now fuffer 
him to enjoy a . calm and uniifl:urb*d rcf 
pofe, 'in the fociety of a few fck£it friends, 
who join with him in comtniferating the 
infatuation and ftupidity of an abandon'd 
and l^lf-ruin*d age. 

If there were no cards nor dice in the 
i«rorld, Favonius wqiild be looked upon 
as an almoft faultlets being, and the Vcjice 
of envy have nothing wherewith to can. a 
blemifli on his name: — it cannot be 
denied, however, but that Favonius has 
wit, honour, generoGty, affability, and 
an uhaffefted fweetnefs of difpoGtion, - 
qualifications which would greatly com- 
L 2 
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^nfatc fpr hU loy^ of gaming, if it were 
3104 ^ iWb dotiftder^tioris, ~ ^hicft arc 

. •■ 

r;f*irffc Th^by lirffaJgJttg this uritegp^ 
fe'fcJp^mjr, Iktilhis too mutli or th^ 
fetdbiW time whidi itii]ghl be employ^a 
Jffifce'de.fettte of dte liberties tff his ecu 
Itiy, aii<ft ft)ri4ie bettefit of i tommon- 
4Mrealth which ftands in the £itih&ft nced^of 
fo »hk a .fpeu(J. 

- fifecoi^ diioaftef in 

lite' wctfid, joif^df CO a:ii aTmoift general 
ifepraivity' crf m^aiincts^itiakes many people 
l^aidy, and even protid to follow nis 
ilcample in> thi«, the foje error of whicR 
he <4n be actufcdv White they negledl the 
Jiiilfr endeavotit-to Imitate any one of the 
i^timerous virtues be is itiafter of. 

Bkrfh^ ye pretended patr*iocs, who 
wrote and loudly bawfd for libcftf^; — 
who inveigh'd ag^nft corruption, oniy to 

^ isnhatttce the maricet of corruption, anjj 
fell your confciences it a dearer rate : — 
Wum, I fay, at the awful Camillus f — 

♦ Camiik^s, who fo long and fo ftrenuoufly 
jtmintam^d the glorious caufe he Jbad 
lindertook, •till deferted, and left almo^ 
aloi^, prudence obliged him to retire, and 
<rnpIoy thofc cares the public were un- 
worthy 



nants and dependaA»i » ; • i a ' ^^ j^^J 

There are maay (Hbeit of . tMiu leifiM 
ftill living, whofe charadlers would refieft 
honour on th^imit^forp ; -^d /ome who,^ 
though the world has been To unfortu- 
nate as ,tQ lofc, h^vc left k^Xni $h^ffiSf ' 
fuch monuments of their jn? (;an 

never be forgQtten.; tbeit fo^x^rj 
ftrikes a dajmp on guilty jind wUreternfal-- 
ly fee venerated, t>y all\the wife and good. 

They aivc ndw removed from tiie Vices 
a^d follies of an ^e th^y had «iot' po^er 
t6 reclaifrf t b*it» ^S' tjhe dimne nwfc iB^ch^^^ 
(iireacd £^ pf J^d^t tt^Jy! jfeys, 

^ In Jraie 4)f deatiii. the aftte^ 
f Will ftiU fmeU^rtedi^ arid bl^^ 
^ thcduftv'- - \ - . . ' * ^ • 

- !Bu|: «hi» i^ * them€ ^'Whkftj' tiio*^,^^ 
aaps iittte atfi6Sftgto thfe §?*eattfl^ 
tny readers/ may y^ hi «o tti^ttftcHS^^ 
to ifoiiiff^ others, as wdl as> t6 inf fiff, r^^^ 
ftiait tfierefore <Jwcfll no kmgei^^upon ft^ 
but* return a fubjeft moi^ fiikSble »^ 
the ppcfeBt:dlfpb(kiab (>f theVirtT?eB^ ^vv^t^^ 
I am not fo ignorant as hot- td kno-vr-arf 
author ought ahvays to confuk, if he te- 
L 3. 
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giajtds eifher Kb own reputation or the in- 
tcrcft of his Bookfelkr. 
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Gives afuccinB relation of tnvo.pretty 
extraordinary adventures that pre^ 
fented ibemfetves. to the Author in a 
morning ramble ; — which accounts^ 
if they are not found altogether fo 
improving as fome few readers might 
defre^ tavi full as good a pka to the 

i\ i^rjobation of the town in general^ 
^ that of being very diverting. 

A Clear an4 iiffdiftprbM flcy, illnmihated 
with ^ fmiling fun, and perfumed 
with a thb*i(and odours from the new 
bujiding fpring> invited me to take the 
iir in Hy<^e-Park \ — I girded my In- 
▼ifiblc Beit al?out me> for the rcalbns t 
l^ve. ak^ady mentiGo'd in a preceding 
chapter, ai>4 alfol put my Tablets in my 
pocket, though I had; not the leaft expec- 
tation oip meeting with any thing in: that 
place which ihpuld give mc occafion^to 
make ufe of them. - i- - 



The 
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The fwect folemnity of this folitude 
afforded me infinitely more pleafure tbaa 
ever I had found in a crowded Mall' ; — * 
it infpired me with the moft delightful 
ideas, which indulging, I wandcrM for I 
believe near two- hours without meeting, 
with any one objeft to interrupt my con- 
templations. 

How much longer I might have coi*- 
tinued In this agreeable refvery I know^ 
not 5 for I was rousM from it by the 
fudden appearance of a gentleman at fome 
diftance from me, but who was advancing 
direftly towards the path where I was: 
— on his approach 1 ftepp*d a little on^ 
«ne fide, to prevent his running againft. 
me r ~- he walk'd backwards and for* 
wards with fonje emotion, — looked often 
on his watch, and difcover'd many figns 
of the utmoft impatience. » 

By the cockade in his hat, and fome 
other infallible fimptoms I faw about- 
him, I doubted not of his being a mili- 
tary gentleman, and imaginM that fome 
difputeof honour was that morning to be 
decided by the point of the fword ; but I 
was foon convinced of my miftake, and 
that the officer at that time had more of 
Cupid than of Mars in his head, 

L 4. W^SLv 
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rhad not been many miniitcs before a 
coach canre up and ftopp'd very near to 
fhe place w^bere I ftoodj — taerc were 
three wom^n in it, one of whom, and 
much the richeft drefs'd, I prcfently 
knew to be the celebrated Lipathea; — 
the others, as I afterwards found, were 
her Woman and Nurfe^— this, it feems, 
being the firft time of her coming abroad 
JBnce her bri»ging into the world a fon 
a»d heir, to the great joy of that honoiJr- 
abje family, — as the News- writers ex* 
prefs it. 

On fight of the coach the young officer 
advanced briflcly towards it, — Lipathea 
faw him at the fame time, and thrufting 
out her head, and half her body, with 
h^r ac<;uftom'd loud laugh, cry'd to hini : 

Lipathea. • So, ~ my dear punftyal 

* Billy/ - 

Ojjicer. * More punftual, indeed, 

♦ than your ladyfhip for I have been 
*' here this h^lf hour.* 

Lipdthea. * Well, well, -r- come in, 
« — you know I fliall recompencc your 
\ attendance/ 



With 



With thefe words the dddr was imme- 
diately open'd, — - the twa wpm,^n cama 
out and the officer jump'd in, -r after 
w^hich the cx^achman was order'd to drive , 
as flow as he could to the Wallnut- tree 
Walk, and fo round , to the HfL-h^ Wall 
and back to the feme place agaip. 

I had no opportunity to follow therti, 
fo was oWi^'d to content piyfelf wkh 
hearing the difcourfe that pafs'd t>etween, 
the two women who were left Ueb?n4,> 
^;to this end I kept a^ clofe to theip . 

I could, with my Tablets in my han(Jv^ 
but the fubjefts they, talk'd on at 'firft> 
were fo trifjing, th^t I did not think jit ^ 
worth whHe to fpread them for the in^- 
preffion of their words, 'uU all At, .Qacc> 
the Nurffi liftitig up her handf ^aod jeye^,^ 
lAirft into this exclamation : • , , 

Nurfe. * Well, theft great- folks,- . 
* " they may do any thing | but I wonder* 
« her hdyilxip is hot afraid of beii^ mpt, 
' by fonxc o^e ' Who • might tell h^r ^ huf-* » 
•^bandi^- - - - ' ^ * 

1Voman> V If fiith a thing ihould hap-^ 
''pen,' and he offer to 'refen't it,'>j(bc>- 
' would either laugh or fid^t^v^j^^xi,. 
' of it.'" ^ ' ^ ' ^ * ^ ^ 
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Nurfi. * What, do they fight !' 

' Woman. * Fight, — aye^ mrs. Nurfe, 
< and fcratch tpo^ but my lady always 

♦ gets the better? 

Nurfe. ^ That is likely enough, truly, 
^ if they* go to handy-cuffs ; for flic is. a 
« good deal the moft robuft of the two/ 

"i^oman. * Aye, fome people - are apt 
« to fay they Jbould change fex. — But 

* how ckiTj^oulse furpriz'd at her making.. 
« this e^curfion ? — Do not you remem- 

V b^r that when fhe had lain-in but tea 

* days, Skm^ her favourite footman, con- 

• ti|iaed the Captain lip the back-ftairs. 

♦ her bed-chamber, in the very mo^ 



• chariot to take the air after a fit of the 

• gout.' 

Nurfe. • Indeed I lhall never forget 

• it J — I was quite confounded :-»-Nurfe 
«• Dandle too was calFd tq Ihew young 

• matter to him, — juft as if' >e had ban. 

• his father/ 



* ment her hulband 




Woman. * Well, Ae has £ne children, 
•• and I beliei^c does not care a pin's 
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Nurfe. , That's a plain cafe, or Ihc^ 
^' would never behave asr Ihe does.* 

Woman. « It is not our bufitiefs-, how- 

* ever to find fault v for to do her juftice,. 

* as covetous as Ihe is in ot&er things, 

* flie is liberal enough to thofe who arc * 
any way affifting to her pleafures.* 

Nurfe. * I believe fo; for after the 
Captain was gone that day fhe put ^a^ 
broad -piece into my hand, and faid lie ' 
had left it for me. — ► But hearkye, — ' 
I was. told for a great fecret, that fhe 
had an intrigue \vith my lord Triffll 
Traffli, and that he made her the * 
fineft prefents.' - » ' 

Woman. * They need not have told it 
you for a fecret, — all the town knows 
it, and he Is as proud as Ihe is carelefs 
of their doing fo.* 

Uurfe. « How does that matter ftand 
at prefent then ?— Has he forfaken he r,. ' 
or fhe him ?* 

Woman. * Neither, I can afTure you ; 
■ — they are as fond rf each other as- 
ever when they are together v bi>t he 
has lately got into a^ituv 
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* which takes up his time very much, 

* and he canpot be fo often with her as 

* ufual,, — fo that ftie wouFd be quite 

* mop' d for want of amufement if the 

* Captain were not ia the way.* 

Nurfi. * Blefs me! how timyes are 

* chang*d \ ^ When I was a young wq- 

* man t^kcre were no fuch doings > ^ I 

* have ferv*d in many a great family, and 

* nurs'd many a fine lady>. but neyer faw 

* formerly wfeat I have lafely feea ij^ thi^, ' 

* and Tome other places^ which, fhall be 

* namelefe.'^ 

Woman.. '* I have heacid^ indeed,, that 

* people of the laft age were very diffe- 
^ rent from what they, are now but we 

* cannot live by the paft but by the pre- 
^ fent, and 1 would not have you ftand ia 
^ your own light, mrs* Nurfe; — my lady 

* talks of reconSmending you to a certain 

* great pcrfon, who will Ihortly have ocr 
cafion « for one of your profcflion but 

*' if ypu^ fecm to dilapproyc of thefe 

* things you will Ipoil aU *' 

Nurfe. ' Nay^.. for that matter, I, — 

* I can hold my tpngue when I fihd it is> 
for my intereft j . I am no. babbler, — 
I will fay that; for ipyfelf ; — but 
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This prating woman, yf\io would fain 
be thougtit po babbler, npw began to run 
into a long cktail of all the particulars flie 
knew, or could remember, that had hap- 
pen'd in the ievej-al families where fhe 
had been 5 but the niatter$ (he related be* 
ing wl>olly iji/ignificant, and unworthy 
of record, I £hut up niy Tablets and 
gave no farther ear to w];iat ilie faid. 

I quitted not the jplace, however, 'till 
the lover3 returned from the tour they 
had been makiiiig 5 ^ ttwf coach ftopp'd, 
and the Captain was fet down near the 
end of the fame path where he l^wi been 
tajcen up, and Lipathea becfeon*d her two ^ 
attendajnts to come in,^ who by this time, 
I found, were heartily we^ary of. their pro- 
nienade*. 

The well-known charaflier of Lipathea^ 
o^e would think,. Ihould have hinder'd:^ 
me from being much furprifed at any 
thing Ihe did ; yet could 1 AOt be an eye- 
, witncfs of the glaring affront fhc now pi^t 
upon her hufband^ and the modefly of her : 
fcx, without being feazM with a .confter^ 
nation impoflible to be. expjcfs'd. 

My meditations on this adventure had- 
^rba^A JUftcd 'till I cata^Yvom^^ Si ' 
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had not been interrupted by another which' 
fell in my way, and afforded me, in its 
confequences, more matter for diverfibn 
than the former. 

Beauty, or what is more than beauty, 
the power of attradion, |s not confinM to 
perfons of a high ilation, — nature can 
exert herfelf as much in the cottage as the' 
palace, and we fometimes find more real 
graces under a plain homely coif than 
unde a fine gauie cap ornamented with 
jewels, — as the little incident I am about 
to rehearfe will abundantly evince.. 

As I was paifing through St. James V 
Park, I met a young woman with a por- 
ringer m hen hand, fat upon a water- 
plate, and neatly covered with a large 
earthen faucer fhe advanced with 
flow and cauteous Heps, left flie fliould 
fpill any part of what flie had brought ; 
when fhe drew near to the Parade, a tall- 
lufty Grenadier ftepp'd forth from' among 
his comrades and received the mefs from 
her, as alfo a pewter fpoon as bright as 
fiJver, which fhe took out of her pocket, 
and prefented to him at the fame time. 

Tho' every thing about her was clean, 
even to a nicety, yet, as the reader may 
cafily fuppofe exxxtmtVj. ^cfi. 
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had a face, however^ that flood in need 
of no advantages froni drefs to fet it off;. 
— never had I feen a finer pair of eyes, 
more regular features, or 9 more fbft and 
delicate complexion — and to crown all 
the reft of her perfedtions, there appeared 
n©t only in her countenance, but in every 
little motion and geAure, that which, in 
my opinion, is the very foul of lovelinefs, 
a mofl: perfect innocence and fimplicity. 

I was fo much ftruck at the fight of her,, 
that I could ilot forbear ftbpping in order 
t^ confider hei: beauty with more attention, 
while Ihe ftood waiting till the Grenadier,, 
who I found was her husband,, had done 
eating. 

I was not, however, the only admirer 
whom her charms that morning had at- 
trafted, ~- a certain officer of diftinftion^ 
in the army, who happened to be walking, 
on the Panade with another gentleman, 
having beheld her at fome diftance, quitted* 
bis companion and came to the Grenadier, 
accofting him in thefe t^rms^ v 

Officer^ • 5®j Grenadier, — you are 
* taking your morning*s refrefhment — 
Is this pretty damlel your wife ^.^ 
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Grenadiir. * ' Yes, pjeafe your honcmn" 

.Oflcer. * She feetns very young, yon^ 
can*t hw^c been marrkd to^^ 

, Gicenadifir. * At^ut tipri^e qiootha,: 
^ pleafc your honour.- 

Offtar. « I hope you life \m well 
« — I dare fay fhe defervcs it/' 

Gnnfldier. • I thM^k Ifee no rca-; 

* fori to GompI^^?i,4v i -r-Haye^ou Pcg-r 
-gy?* 

^ Wife. * No,. indeed.' ' 

OJ^er. * I am glad of it ; -^ I would v 

• always have the womea ufei wdL 

He faid nq niore, ,but turaed ujxxi hk** 
heel and walk'd away with a carelefs' 
ai;*, as if nothiijg farther than what he 
had made ftiew of wer^e in his he^'; hut: 
I perceiv'd he r€mQV:d. np farther than 
the end of the Canal, and kept an obfei*^ 
eyi^ on tha{e he h$d kft^^ehindi 

The Grenadier baying fihifli'd hu* little 
repaft, mingled with fome foldiers who 
were on the EataAt^ ^xv^^ \xv^' ^ 
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•ut of the Park with n^uch more hafte 
than flic had come into it jr— • the offioer, 
who had never loft fight pf her| foUow'd, 
tho* for a while at fome diftance, and I 
kept very near him, refolving to fee what 
it was he aim'd at, and what would be the 
iffue of his defigns, in cafe he had ajay pf 
the nature I fufpefted. 

She went through the Treafury, 
when he faw fhe had enter'd there mended 
his pace, and comiqg up with her under 
fhe arch'd paffage gave her a little flap pn 
the fhoulder ; — flie ftarted and t.urn'd 
back, but on feeing him dropped a low 
curtly, while he fpoke thus ; 

Officer, * Well overtaken,, my pretty 

* lafs ; — I wanted to (peak with you j — • 

* I fancy I have feen you fome where or 
' other ; ^ — Pray wh^at country-woman 

* arc you ?' ^ 

fp^fe. • I was born in Lancafliire, ^ 
^ fo pleafe your honour/ 

OJicir. * I thought fo; for I have 

* heard fay all the Lancafliire girls arc 

* very handfome, — And pray what 

* brought you. to London ?* 
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Wife. * The hopes of getting into a 

* good fervice, pleafe your honour *, but 

* not hearing of one prefently, and hap- 

* pening to get acquainted with my huf- 

* pand in the mean time, I changed my 

* condition.' 

Officer. * You did well ; — there is 

* nothing like being your own.miftrelsv 

* — but you country folks are generally 

* afraid of a red coat ; — How came you 

* to venture on a foldier 

Wife. * I don't know, fir, — it was 

* my fate, I think.* 

Officer. * Well here is fomthing to 

* encourage you to love the army/ 

Wirh thefe words he drew a fix-and- 
thirty piece of gold out of his pocket and 
made an oflFer of puting it into her hand •, 
but (he drew back, either aftiamM or un- 
willing to accept it, and cry'd, 

TVtfei « Oh, fir, I have heard fay that 

* women (hou Id never take money from 

* the men.' 
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Officer. * That is from your mean dirty 

* fellows ; but it is ill-manners to refufe 

* any thing given you by your fuj^enors.' 

He now took hold of her hand, and a 
fecond effort obliging her to receive his 
prefent, fhe looked on it, turned it two 
or three times, and then faid. 

Wife. • Blefs me, — whatmuft I do 

* with this great piece of money ?' 

Officer. « Oh you will find a ufe for 

* it — that pretty face and perfon of 

* yours require a thoufand things that 

* the Grenadier's pay will not enable him ^ 

* to purchafe for you : — and now I think 

* bn ir, — 'tis . pity he Ihould continue in 
' that low ftation ; — I have it in my 
* . power to raife him, and I will do it, — 

* he fhall . have a Halbert forthwith ; — 

* but I muft talk to you a little firft upon 
V that fcore. • — Where do you live ? — I 

* will come and fee you.' ' 

U^tfe. * Oh, deaf fir, - — we have m)t 

* an habitation fit for your honour ta 
*. come into.* ' 

Officer. « No matter for that, — I 

* ,am hot proud, and never fcruple to go 
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.* to any place, how mAn focvcr it 

* where I x:;an either do a pfeafurc to my- 

* ftlf or a fervice to my friends j ^thccc- 

* fore no cxcufes/ 

fFi/e. * Your honour is veiy good j 

* — but I do not know how to tell you, 

* for there is no figi^ near us ; — hut we 

* lodge up one pair of ftairs at ^ btition- 
' maker's, the next door but one to a 

chandler's fliop, in a little -alley that 

* turns 014 1 of King-ftreet by a grieen^ftftU* 
and is lio thoroughfare.* 

Officer. * I lhall never find it by this 
r direftion,^ you £hall ;{hew rjae where it 

* is now ?' 

Wife. * IvQfd, fir, what will the peo^ 

V in the ftreet fay, toffee me go chAek-by- 

V jole with fuch a fipe geiitle^n as your 
*, honour ... 

Officer. V Well then you fliall walk ^ 

* before^ and I will fe^Ucw ym.* 

Wife. « Bat, (hr, njiy room is all dirty, 

V I wa^» juft going home to clean it, 

* now I have carry'd my husband his' 
' breakfaft/ 



OfficiTi^ 
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Oj^cer. * I fhall Bot go in, nor vifit 

* you *tili after dark, to hinder, as you 

* fay, the neighboujs from ftaring at me % 

* — I will ^nac this evening ibout mrfe 

* or ten o'clock ^ — ^ your iviiiband is to 

* be i^n d»ty^ but do you; take cart, 
^ not to be out of the way ; for it is ab- 

* folutely neceffary I fhould have fomc 

* difcouFie with you before I do any tiling 

* for him ?^ 

Wife^ * Lord, fir, what bufmefs can 
< your honour have with nae that he muft 

* not know.* 

Officer. , Yoi^ may teU hmr afiter- 

* wapds, if you wiU ; but I won*t des* 

* tain you any longer,— go home and (ie- 

* light yourfclf With the affurance I give 
^ you that your huiband {ball be fmiade a 

* Serjeant to-morrow^ and that I lhafl 

* ufe ali my intereft for feis riling ftill 

* higher 5 — • fo that he may come to be 

* a Captain at laft/ 

Wife. « A Captain! — ohJae^ — I 

* fhould never have thought of fuch a 

* thing.* * 

Officer. • It all depends upon yourfclf^ 

* and what I harfe to .communicate, to 
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* you ; — fo be fure to be at home and 

* alone when I come. 

Wife. Yes, pleafe your honour, 1 

< I would not for all the world be fo nide 
« as to difappoint you ; — though I 

^ aftiani*d you ftiould come into fuch a 
poor habitation as mine/ 

Officer. * Never mind that, my pretty 

* one, I (hall look on nothing in the place 

< but yourfelf.' 

While he was fpeaking this he caft his- 
cycs about, and finding there was no- 
body in fight, gave her an afFeftionatc 
kifs upon the cheek, after which Ihe made 
a low curtfy and turnM away to go home, 
blufhing all the way (he went like the 
Sun through a gentle fhower in an April 
morning ; he followed, as he iaid he 
would, *till he had feen her enter into 
her little dwelling ; nor left the place 'till 
he had taken fufficient notice of every 
thing, to be able to remember and know 
it again. 

I was now under a moft fcnfible con- 
cern for this poor young creature j— thus 
likely to he betray'd, not by any inclina- 
tion to ill, but merely through the fear of 
oficnding a per fon above her, — quite 

ignorant 
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ignorant of the fnares of the world, and 
untaught how to refift temptation ; (he 
{ was, alas, juft ready to fall into a real 
fault, by an endeavour to avoid an imagi- 
nary one, — as mr. Waller faid, tho' on a 
'different occafion, 

* Innocence and youth oft makes, 

* In artlefs virgins fuch miftakes/ 

Tho* I had not the leaft doubt but that 
the young wife of the Grenadier would 
become a prey to the iricious inclination 
of her feducer, yet I had the curiofity 
to fee in what manner flie would behave 
pn the full difcovery of his defigns upon 
her. 

Accordingly I went about nine o'clock 
to the little alley, and pofted myfclf on a 
bench at a door juft oppofite to the 
dwelling of the Grenadier, refolved to go 
in with the OflBcer when he fliould come. 

I had not waited above half an hour be- 
fore he appeared > — he was muffled up in 
his cloak ; but by the help of a fmall 
winking light from an adjacent (hop, I 
eaiily knew him ; he had taken too 
much notice of the houfe to be miftaken 
in it, and entered direftly, the door being 
kft open, as I fupppfe, for that purpofe 
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*— I follow'd dctle behind hiiii, but nevch 
had my Invifibilityfhk) beea ki fo miich 
danger a& k was now Drought into by ihk 
adventure. 

The Grenadier, it feem^, havmg bedB 
Informed by his wife of every thing that 
had pal^d b€twden het and the Offieer^ 
and more zealous in the defiance of 'his 
honour, than perhaps fome in a much 
Eigher ftation would have been, hfead pre- 
vailed, for fbme poti^ of beeri on a brother 
Orenadier to do duty for him that mgbtj 
ib returned home bdfore the hour appoint* 
e'd for his rivaFs approach, mid having 
arm'd kknielf with a good 02km CBdg^l^ 
ftood on the middle of the ftairs ready to 
give a proper reception to that invadd" of 
his rights. 

My leader had nc% aidvanced above five 
, • or fix fteps of the ftak^, when he received 
a violent blow on the head» which, tqge-^ 
ther with the furprize it gave him, made 
him reel back and Uke to faH 6n poor 
Iflvifib4e 5 but I haftiiy and prudently with- 
drew to the filiddle of tlie entry, ^d 
ftood aloof to hear, at a more fafc ^i* 
ftance, what would be the end of this 
affair* 
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The Grenadier purfucd his ftrokes^ 
and the Officer, being in no condition 
to defend himfelf in that difadvantagfious 
pofture, thought it beft to make his 
efcape j but not having been accuftom*d 
to fuch fteep winding ftairs, fell down to 
the bottom ; — his antagonift, though 
better acquainted with the paffage, in atr 
tempting to follow him had the fame 
fate I but being uppermoft foon recovered 
himfelf, and catching hold of the Offi:cer 
by the collar as he was endeavouring to 
rife, forced him on his knees, and con* 
tinued buffeting him on the head and 
face 'till he was covered all over with the 
blood that gufli'd from his nofe and' 
mouth, as I afterwards perceiv'd. 

The Officer made feveral efforts to 
draw his fword, and at length did fo 5 
but the other finding what he was about^ 
immediately feiz'd it by the hilt, wrefted 
it from him, fnapp*d it in funder with 
his foot, and threw it over his head. — r 

* Rafcal, will you murder me ! cry'd the 

* Officer/ — ' No, on, reply'd the Gre- 

* nadier, I will only cool your courage, 

* and make you remember running after 

* other men's wives.' — Dog, — do you 

* know who I am, demanded he ?' — 

* I only know you for a villain, faid the 
Vol; II. M ^ 
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^ other, that would debauch my Wife, 
^ and as fuch Y\\ ufe you. — * Sirrah, 
^ returned the Officer, I will make you 
« pay dearly for this infolence — you 

* khbvyr well enough that I am ***«♦♦, 
— you lye, rejoin'd the other, and de- 

* fcrv€ to be hangM for taking fuch a 

* gentleman's name in your mouth i.-^ 

* would fcorn to fiieek into fuch 

* a poor hiJt as this to feduce any man's 

* wife.' 

The Gre.nadier*s hands were not idle all 
this time -, but the Officer having at 
length got upon his feet, they continued * 
wreftling together for fome minutes, ia 
which combat the furious hufband had 
much the better, which put me in mind 
of what mr. Row fays in his excellent 
txajgedy of Jane Shore : 

* In fpite of-bifth and dignity, a man 

^ Opposed againft a man, is but a man/ 

The Officer now finding himfelf quite 
difabled, and being dill under the gripe 
jof his unrelenting enemy, called vehe- 
mently put for help ; on which fevcral of 
the neighbours ran in with lighted candles 
in their hands, and the entry was prq- 
fently full of men, women and children $ 
^ but never was fuch a fpedlack as this 
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demolifli'd Beau. — * Blefs me 1 what is 
*^-the matter, cry'd one ?* ^ « What is 

* the matter ?' — * Alk no queftions, — 

* here is half a crown for any one that 

* will get me a chair immediately, faid 

* he and the word was fcarcc out of his 
mouth before a cobler ran with all the 
fpeed he could to do as he defir'd. 

The Grenadier now afFedled the utmoft 
furprize, and faid, — • All the world 

* mould never have made me believe it 

* was your honour ; — I proteft I took 

* you for a rogue that wanted to come 

* to bed to my wife while I was abroad^ 
^ and thought I could not ufe fuch a one 

* too ill.' — The women, on hearing this, 
guefs'd how the buGnefs was, and look'd 
at one another and grinn'd — one of 
them, however, was lb charitable as to 
^etch a wooden bowl of water and a piece 
of clean rag to cleanfe the blood from ofF 
his face and garments ; — he made ufe 
of what fhe brought, but gave no other 
anfwer to what the Grenadier had faid 
than a look full of refentment and con- 
fAifion. 

A chair being brought, he catch'd up 
his hat and wig, which had fallen off in 
the fcuffle, went into it, leaving behind him 
fuffieicnt matter to employ the converfa- 
M 2 xlv^w 
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•tion of the whole alley for a long time •,— - 
4)n hearing afterwards th^ whole truth of 
-the affair from the Grenadier and his wife, 
*cvery one applauded the condudt of thetn 
both, and laugh'd heartily at the difap- 
pointment and corxedlion of the lafcivious 
JOfHcer. 

For my own part, after I got home, 
the fatisfaftion of finding oiyfelf fafc 
from the dangers into which my curiofity 
had brought me, was fucceeded by forte 
confiderations on the paffages I had been 
witnefs of, and I could not help beirtg 
fiird with the utmoft aftonifliment, that 

\ perfons endowed with a liberal education, 
and from whom much better things might 

r be expeded, (hould, for the fake of gra- 
tifying a foolifti inclination, the fleeting 
pleafure of a moment, not only be guilty 
x>f the greateft injuftice to others, but 
alfo of the moft abjedl demeaning of 
thcn^feJveiu 
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h calculated rather for admonition than' 
entertainment^ and therefore is likely 
to be but little relijh^d ; — efpecially 
as it may happen to give a pretty 

fever e Jlap on the faces of fome who 
think tbemfelves too great or too wife 

for amendment. 

HOW vainly do we boaft the light of 
Reafon, when we refufe to fubniic 
either our wills or a&ions to the guidance 
o{ its direftion, when through every ftagc 
of life we fuffer fome darling paffion to- 
gain dominion over us, and utterly ex- 
tinguifli that glorious lamp we feem fo 
proud of, and would be thought fo emi- 
nently to poffefs above die reft of the* 
creation? 

Prodigality is generally the vice of 
Youth, and Avarice of Age ^ but tho* 
both* thefe propenfities proceed from a 
wrong turn of mind, and are diametrically 
oppofite to found judgment, yet I think 
fomewhat more may be faid in excufe of 
the one than of the other. 

M J. 
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ftance of which kind I am now going ta 
relate. 

A gentleman^ whom I fhall diftiiiguifli 
by the name of Avario, is fprung from 
a very ancient family in the Weft of Eng- 
land, has a large eftate^ and might have 
been belov'd and refpefted by his neigh-- 
bours, if the exceffive parfimonioufnefs 
of his difpofition did not make him dp 
^things which demean his rank, and even 
render him contemptible in the eyes both 
of his equals and inferiors. 

He was married in his youth to a lady 
of birth and fortune ; but had no child 
by her for near twelve whole years, ^t the 
end of which time, however, fhe brought 
a fon into the world, which one would 
imagine (hould have ^fiird the father's 
Jieart with the higheft fatisfadion; but 
inftead of thanking Providence for End- 
ing him an heir, of his own bowels ffir his 
eftate, he only repined at the additional 
expence the new comer muft neceffarily 
occafion. 

His lady was fenfibly afflifted at the 
little notice he took of the young Clya- 
mon, for fo the fon of this uaworthy 
father was called •, but when flic r^proach'd 
Him- witli his unkindnefs, he only gave 

her. 
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her this churlifh anfwer : — That he faw ' 
no caufe for any great rejoicing for he ' 
fuppofed» as (he had now ^)egan to teem, 
he Ihould in a few years have more chil- 
dren than he fliould be able to maintain! 

Clyamon, notwithftandi'ng, grew a very 
fine boy but would have had little to 
boaft of from education, if his uncle by * 
the jnother*s fide, who was exceeding rich" 
and had no children, had nbt conceived a 
more than ordinary afFeftion for him, 
and refolved to beftow on him all thofe 
advantages which were denied to him by 
the niggard difpofition of his father. 

He told Avario, that if he would truft 
him with his fon he would breed him as 
his own, and take care that he (hould 
want for none of thofe accomplifliments 
which confticute the truly fine gentleman, 
in cafe he were capable of receiving them ; 

* which, added he, I do not at all doubt 

* of, from the early promife of his child- 

* hood.' 

This offer was t6o agreeable to both 
the parents not to be readily accepted 5 ^ 
— the father rejoiced at being eas'd of an 
expence he could not forefee without re- 
gret ; and the mother was highly pleased 
to thinJc that her littx 
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felf, entirely preferred him from running 
into any of thofe exceffes which too many 
of his age are guilty of ; — • though no- 
thing could be more gay and fpiritous, 
yet every thing he faid and^ did was go^ 
vern'd by a certain decorum, without 
fcemirig to be fo. 

Me could be chearful among the men 
of his acquaintance, without immorality 
or prophanenefs ; — courtly among the 
ladies, without flattery or infincerity — 
*refpeftful to his fuperiors, and maintain 
a proper diftance to thofe below him, 
without pride or ill-nature : — in fine, 
his charadter and mariners were fuch as 
made him highly efl:eem*d by all the wife 
and good, and beloved even by thofe 
who would not be at the pains to imitate 
faim. 

After a ftay of about three years at the 
tJniverfity he returned to fir Arthur 
•EVankwiU's for that kind uncle and 
patron would needs have him continue 
to look upon his houfe.as his chief home, 
nor. did Avario at all oppofe this motion, 
tho' he was now extremely proud of his 
fon, went often to fee him, and would 
always make him be prefent at every 
public aflembly or meeting in.i.which he 
was.himfelf'a party.. 
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It is certain, indeed, that never any 
young gentleman was more happy or 
more contented in his mind than Clya- 
mon at the time I am fpeaking of ; — ■> 
he had but one wifli beyond what he al- 
ready poffefs'd, and that remained no 
longer ungratified than while he forbore, 
to mention it. 

He was as well acquainted^ as books 
could make him, with moft foreign parts 
efpecially with thofe kingdoms and ftates 
which compofe this quarter of the globe 
but when he confider*d that the beft 
defcription cannot but fall infinitely fhort 
of the prolpedt,. he was very ''3efirous of- 
being an eye-witnefs of thofe things and/ 
places he had read of. 

Sir Arthur highly approved his ne- 
phew's inclination to travel j — itfeem'd 
laudable to him, as he had himfelf often . 
thought it was the only thing wanting. to 
complete his other accomplilhments ; and 
one day, as they were talking on that 
fubjedr, * My dear Clyamon, faid he, 
' the defire you have of feeing the world 
' is truly praife- worthy, and I think you' 

* cannot better employ two or three of ^ 

* thofe years which I hope Heaven has 
allotted for you, than in v\C\uVi%\.\v^ 
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* veral courts of Europe — it will en- 
large your ideas ; and the difference of 

* their manners and policies^ will,. I doubt 
not, enable you to make fuch obferva- 

* tions as may hereafter be of fervice to 
« your country. 

* I think, purfued he, that there Js no 
neceffity for putting you under; the care 
*• of any perfon by way of governor, — — 
you are now arriv'd at years, and I 
flatter myfelf, at difcretion enough to 

* be trufted by yourfelf ; — as to the reft,. 

* you may depend that I fhall fpare 

* thing to render the tour, you make- 
agreeable to you, and that whatever re-- 
mittance* you lhall have occafion for,> 

•^from time to» time, fhall be pundually, 

* fent to you »oh a letter of advice.' 

This Grown'd all the other favours 
Glyamon had received from his indulgent 
uncle ; and, it is not to be doubted, drew 
from him the moft grateful, acknowledg- 
ments : — it was necefTary, however,, 
that Avario fhould be confulted-,: — the 
matter accordingly was propofed to him,, 
on which he teftified that he was not void 
of natural affedkion, by the reluftance he 
exprefs'd for expofing fo deferving a fon^ 
to the dangers of travelling ; but. the ar- 
guments urged by fir Arthur,, and the 
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entreaties of Clyamon, at length pre-' 
vailed on him to confent, 

Clyamon foon made it appear that it: 
was not to gratify a vain unprofitable cu- 
riofity, but the laudable ambition of im- 
proving his mind, that had made him ioT 
defirous of going abroad ; — the letters he 
wrote to his " father and uncle, from 
France, Italy, Sweden, and feveral parts ^ 
of Germany, would haVe been very well * 
worth inferting in this work ; but, to the 
misfortune of the public, I was not then: 
in poffelEon of my wonderful Tablets, , 
and tho' I heard them read more than 
once, can remember little of the particu- 
lars they contain. 

This worthy young gentleman had 
glean'd from every field he pafs'd thro*'* 
whatever he found capable of increafing., 
the treafures of his mind and, in fome- 
what more than two years returned to^ 
England, full, fraught, tho' not burthen'd 
with underftanding and an experience far 
above his years. 

I might here entertain my reader with 
die joy he was received with by his father 
and uncle, the compliments made to him 
by the gentry in that part of the country,, 
and acclamations of the loNvet fc^t. 
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people — J3ut I have no time to waftc 
in fiich minute particulars, and mull pro- 
ceed to more material circumftanc6s. 

Clyamdn had no great relifh for the 
country — he foon grew weary of ic^ 
amufements — he lov*d company, and 
s had been accuftom'd to a good deal, both 
at Oxford as well as vthile he was on his 
travels, and on account of the great di- 
ftance between the gentlemen*s feats/ in 
that country^ his uncle's love of retire- 
ment, and his father's parfimony, neither 
of their houfes were much frequented : — ; 
in fine, he wanted to come to London,—* 
he had never been three whole weeks to- 
gether in it, and' thought he ought to be 
better acquainted with what was done in 
the capital of the kingdom. 

Sir Arthur was alfo willing he (hould 
be known in a place where the accomplifh- 
ments he had given him might be ren- 
der'd more confpicuous ; but as he had 
more than performed the part of an uncle, 
and fully difcharg'd him of the promife 
he had made to Avario concerning his 
education, he thought it was now high 
time for that gentleman to take upon him 
the father, and make a fettlement for his 
fon fufEcient to enable him to appear in 

the 
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die world according to the eftate he was; 
born to inherit*^ 

This propofition was not altogether fo*^ 
pleafmg to Avario as it ought to have 
been ; but as he could find nothing to al- 
kdge againft the reafonablenefs of it, he 
only evaded complying with it at prefent, 
by fome trifling excufe or other, 'till 
Clyamon, unable ta conceal his difcon- 
tent, fir Arthur prefs'd more ftrenuoufly 
in his favour than he had done before, 
and at length, tho' with much difficulty, 
drew from that niggard parent the fcanty 
fum of fifty guineas. 

. This was a light loading for the purfe 
of a young gentleman bred in the manner 
Clyamon had been, and could not be ex- 
pe6ted to hold out long in fp expenfive a 
town as London ; — Avario, however, 
accompany 'd it with a promife of letting 
him have more as foon as he receiv'd 
money from his tenants, who he pretend- 
ed had been tardy in their payments of 
late, and occafion'd his being very mwcL 
out df cafli. 

Clyamon could not keep hirafelf from 
being extremely fhock*d at this treatment, 
from a father who had been at no expends 
for him fince he was ten years old r — 
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fir Arthur was no lefs chagrin'd, though 
he concealed it from his nephew, and 
putting a Bank Bill of fifty pounds into 
his hand, faid to him, — « lyly dear 

* Clyamon, I would not have you be 

* difconcerted,.— you know your father's 

* temper but the more he hoards, the 

* more will be your own at* his deceafej 

* — in the mean time, be affured I will 

* not forfake you, — I will continually 

* urge him on your behalf, and alfo pri- 

* vately fupply you whenever he is de- 

* ficient ; — live therefore like yourfclf, 

* and be entirely eafy^' 

Thefe comfortable words, from a 
awuth on which he knew he might dc- 
pend» made Clyamon fet out chearfuUy 
for London ^ but what happened to him 
after his arrival muft be the fubjedt of an- 
other chapter. 




CHAF: 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Is a continuance of what the former 
but began ^ — whoever therefore is 
not f leafed with the porch ^ bad beji 
not venture farther^ left he Jhould 
meet with fome thing yet more dif- 
agreeable within. 

TH O* Clyamon never had an oppor- 
tunity of making much acquaint- 
ance in this nflietropolis, and now arriv'd 
here at a feafon in which great part of 
the nobility and gentry retire to theit 
country feats, yet was he ioovt known,, 
and his converfatton courted by thofe of 
the befl rank who ftill remained in town. 

There were no Operas, indeed^ no> 
Plays, no Mafquerades to entertain him 
but the gardens of Ranelagh, Vaux- 
Hall, and Mary-le-Bon ; or, to fpeak 
more p/operly^ the gay company that 
frequent thofe places left him no want oft 
any other amufement; — the k)ve of, 
pleafure can never continue ungratified in. 
a town like this, and it is not to be 
wonder'd at if it fometimcs got the better 
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^ of all Clyamon's difcrction ; nor, if fur- 
rounded with temptations, that he could 
not always keep himfelf from giving way 
to paflions which in youth, and a fpright- 
ly difpofition, are fo natural that they 
fcarce deferve the name of faults. 

It is not my bufinefs to detain the 
reader's attention with an account of his 
gallantries with the fair fex, if any of the 
particulars had come to my knowledge,, 
which I freely confefs they did not, — I 
fliall only fay that he had no amour which 
could call his honour in queftion, bring 
him into quarrels, or be- produdlive of 
any other unhappy confequences* 

The-only miffake in condud he had 
any great reafon to repent of, he was led 
into more by the prevalence of example 
than his own inclination — he had never 
• been in the leaft tainted with that epide- 
mic vice, the love of gaming and rather 
wonder'dr at the pleafure he faw it gave 
others than defir'd to be partaker of it 
himfelf', — yet did he inadvertently fufFcr 
himfelf one evening to engage in" a party 
at that dangerous amufement, which he 
knew had prov'd fo fatal to many of the 
moft opulent fortunes, and utterly un- 
fuitable to a perfon in his prefent cir- 
cumftances* 

The 
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The perlons he^ played with were weU 
experienced, and great proficients in their 
arts ; — they let him win at firft fomc 
pieces, and this imaginary fuccefs luring 
him to go on, he became at length a lofer 
about feventy pounds, — a trifling fum 
to a gentleman of his appearance, yet 
three times more than he, at that time, 
w^ malter of. 

He diffembled his chagruie as well as 
he was able, but confefs*d he had not that 
-fum about him, and would fend it the 
next morning ; — on which they told 
him his honour. was a fufficient ftake for 
ten times as much as he had loft:, and 
would fain have prevailed with him to 
have play*d on ; hut he now faw the folly 
he had been guilty of^ lb, pretending he 
had bufinefs, took leave of the company^ 
carrying with him a humour very diffe- 
rent from what he had brought, and from 
what he had ever been poflfefs^dof in his 
wJiole life before. 

Impoffible is it to exprcfs, as he after- 
wards told me, how much he was difcon- 
certed at this unlucky event ; — he knew . 
it was expefted he fhould promife to fend 
the money the next mornirig, and by 
what means he fliould acquit himfelf of 
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that promife, and redeem his honour, 
puzzled him to a degree that made him 
almoft diftrafted. 

He has oftdh protefted that he never 
clofed his eyes in fleep during that whole 
night, but pafs*d his reftlels hours in con- 
triving how to extricate himfelf from the 
labyrinth into which he had fo fooliftily 
Aray'd ; — after much revolving in his 
mind, he at laft bethought him of bor- 
rowing the fum he wanted of a young 
gentleman with whom he was extremely 
intimate, and had a good fortune. 

Purfuant to^this refolution he roft the 
next morning more early than he was ac- 
cuftom*d, and went to his friend, who 
was not yet ftirring ; but on his faying he 
had bufmefs of confequence to impart to 
him, was eafily admitted to his chamber : 
— he told him, in few words, what had 
happened, the vexatious fituation he was 
in, and the neccflity he was under of bor- 
rowing a fmall fum, 'till he could receive 
a remittance from the country — to 
^l^hich the other reply'd : 

^ .Upon my foul, dear Clyamon, I 

* (hould be glad to ferve you on this oc- 

* cafion •, — but, faith, it is not in my 

* ,poweT at prcfent ~ it is not a we^Jc. * 

^ ago 
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* ago fince I loft fiv/» hundred pounds at 
^ that damn*d Whift ; — and this, with 

* fome other demands lately made upon 
« me, have quite drained me of all my 
^ ready caih ; ~ but I will tell you what 
4 I can do for you ; — I know a man 

* who has often fupplyM me, and fcvcral 
gentlemen of roy acquaintance, when 

* they have had a bad run at play ; 

* he has always money by him, and 

* will lend you what fum you pleafe on 

* your advancing a premium — I will 

* rife this minute and go with you to 

* him/ 

Clyamon was highly pleafed at this 
dofFer , and while the other was dreffing re- 
flefted within himfelf how his affairs 
ftood, and that the little prefents he had 
received from his father and uncle being 
now almoft exhafted, he (hould foon have 
calls for more money than his gaming 
debt, thought it beft, fince he muft bor- 
row, to borrow as much as would fupply 
his expences *till his father Ihould be pre- 
vailed upon to make him a fettlcment^ 
which he flattered himfelf would be in a 
Ihort time. 

He communicated his intentions to the 
gentleman, who approved it, and having ' 

got 
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.^ot himfelf ready, they went together t« 
^old Grub, for fo the ufurer was calPd. 

.The wretch was juft coming out of his 
houfe when they came to it — on feeing 
them he turn'd back and condufted them 
into a little dirty parlour but, as the dif- 
courfe that pafs'd between them was fome- 
-what extraordinary, I thought it worth 
•writing down, as Clyamon fome time 
after repeated it to me woid for word : 

Gruh. ' So, my young fquire, — 'tis 

* a wonder to fee you out of your bed be- 

* fore the fun has run three quarters of his 
^ Gourfe at leaft ; — 1 fuppole you want a 
^ little of my affi^ance that brings you 

* abroad thus early ?* 

C€ntlefnan. ' No faith. Grub, not at 

* prefent ; — but I have a friend here that 

* does/ 

Grub. * Your friend is welcome, — 

* I will ferve him if I can. — Pray, fir, 
< what can I do for you ?* 

Clyaman. * Sir, a prefent emergency 

* lays me under a neceflity of raifing two 

* hundred pounds immediately, — if you 

* have that fum by you, this gentleman 

* will inform you who I am, and that I 

* want 
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want neither the power nor the will to 
difcharge ^ny obligation I ftiall enter 
into on that fcore.* 

Gentleman. * Ay, ay, Grub, — his 
note is as good as the Bank of England^ 
— you need not fear your money, — ; 
his name is — . he is an only fon, 
and heir to near two thoufand pounds a 
year.* 

GruB. « The gentleman has an honeft 
face, indeed.* 

Gentleman. * If you have any fcrupic. 
Grub, I will join in the notevrtth all niy 
foul.* 

) . 

Grul* * I believe there is no great oc- 
cafion, only in cafe of accidents a 
collateral fecurity may be neceffary.' 

• Gentleman. * Well, well,—*- you fhail 
have it.* 

Grul. « I fuppofe, fh", you have ac- 
quainted the gentleman with the com- 
mon way of dealing in thefe affairs ?* 

Clyamon. • Sir, I am willing to allow 
you any intereft for your money that 
you can ia reafon defire,* 

Vol. 11. N ^Yu^. 
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Grub. * Sifi I am never out of reafon 

* with ,any man ; — as to intereft, it is 

* quite out of the queftion^ — I fhall 

* take no more than what the Jaw allows; 

* — but when we advance money upon 

* a pinch a certain premium is expcded/ 

Clayatnon. * Pleafc to name it,* 

Gruh. * Let me fee > — you want two 

* hundred pounds immediately, you fay 

^ — it is but a trifling fum, indeed ; 
^ but too much for a poor man like me 

* to lofe 5 — we who lend money this 

* way run a great rifque ; — not that I 

* doubt you, nor am unwilling to ad- 

* vance the money ; but I think you can 
^ do no lefs than add an odd fifty in the 

* note yoa make.' 

Clyamon. * How, fir ! — fifty pounds 

* for the loan of two hundred, befides 
< the intereft.' 

Grub. * Lookye, fir, I would not 

* have you imagine I deal hardly with 

* you — if you brought me a note on 

* the beft tradefman in th« city, payable 

* one month after date, I do aflTure you 

* that I would not difcount it a farthing 

* lefs than twenty per cent. — Confider, 

, ^ fir, 
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^ fir, I may lie a great while out of my 

* money J — difappointments fometimes 

* happerf, and when they do I have not 

< the heart to be fevere in point of time % 

* — I fcom to diftrcfs a gentleman when 

* I find he has it not in his power to pay» 

* unlefs I hear he is going out of the 
^ kingdom, or to enter into the army, and 

* then, indeed, it behvoes me to take care 

< of myfelf ; for you know, fir, the old 

* proverb, Charity begins at home.* 

Clyamon, in favouring me with the 
recital of this dialogue, told me that he 
had not prefence enough of mind to keep 
the ihock he felt at fo exorbitant a de- 
mand from being vifible to the Ufurer, 
who looking on him with no very plcafing 
afped, faid to him. 

Gruh. * I perceive you are difatisfied, 

* fir, and if fo, I can keep my money, 

* and you may try to fuppiy yourfelf at a 

* cheaper rate elfewhcre for my part, I 

* am at no lofs how to difpofc of the little 

* I have, — there are enow will be glad 

* to receive it on the terms I offered you, 

* and, it may be, not grumble to allow 

* me a better advantage/ 

Gentleman. * Nay, — pfhaw, — pri- 
« thee, Grub, don't be out of humour, — • 
N 2 ^ XK^ 
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my friend is not accuftom'd to thcfc 

* things, and I had not time to inform 
^ him before we came.' 

Grub. * Sir, I bear a confcience, and 
^ am above impofing on any one ; — \ am 

* afham*d to think of what is pra6tifed at 
^, fome great CofFee-houfes that fhall be 

* namelefs, where if a gentleman is necef- 
^ fitated to borrow ten pieces he returns 

* twenty for it the next morning, or it may 

* be the fame night; — ^no, — no, — fuch 

* things are an abomination to me; — I 

* defire no more than a living profit, and 
^ whoever does not approve of my con- 

* ditions is at liberty to reject them ; — 
^ there is no harm done.' 

Clyamon. ' Not in the leaft, fir, and 

* as this is the firft time I ever had oc- 
^ cafion to become a borrower, and was ut- 

* terly ignorant of the metlwKis I Ihould 

* take in fuch a fituatioh, I may delf rvc. 

* forgivenefs.* 

Thus was poor Clyamon compeird, by 
his impatience to difcharge his debt of 
honour, to acguielce to the excufc made 
for him by his triend, and comply with the 
extortioner's demand, — on which Grub 
was eafily brought into temper again, — a 
«ote was prcfently drawn tor the fum of 

two 
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two hundred and fifty pounds, and being 
fign'd by both the gentlemen, the whole 
fum mentioned in it was delivered to Clya- 
mon, who put two hundred pounds into 
his pocket, and feturn'd the other fifty to 
Grub ; — this fir, fliid the wary cur- 
mudgeon, I receive as a prefent from you,^ 
and thank you for it. 

Clyamon alfo, in his turn, thank'd him- 
for the favour he had juft conferr'd upon 
him, after which they departed, feemingly 
with the moft perfect good-will towards 
each other-, but it is a truth almoft un- 
queftionabkj that the lender of this money 
had infinitely more fetisfaftion in his mind, 
than the borrower could poffibly have. 

Dearly, indeed, did he pay for the mean* 
of difcharging an obligation which his- 
inadvertency had brought him under; — . 
it was, however, of this fcrvice to him, that 
it made him deteft high gaming ever 
fince, and careful to avoid all company 
that might draw him into a fecond mif- 
ibrtuneof the fame.kind,-^ as. I remeniber 
to have formerly read in a very old, and 
now almoft exploded authon 

* Wife is the man, who by oaeerror taught,, 
^ -No more is in the fame temptation 
' caught.* . ' . * * 
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There is a way of risfraining from being 
guilty of indilcreet adions, without at» 
fcfting to be over wife Clyamon had 
this happy talent, — he knew very well, 
that for a pcrfon of his ^cars to fet up 
for a dictator, inftcad of refornning his 
companions would only incur their ri- 
dicule i and therefore contented himfelf 
with not making a party in the modilh 
vices aiid follies he was fpeftator of, with- 
out feeming to condemn or be difpleafed 
at them. 

i 

Confcious that x>n' bis fi](ft arrival in town 
he had not taken all the care he fliould 
have done to regulate his way of living 
according to his prefcnt xircumftances, he 
began to retrench his Scpences as much as 
poiTible he could^without letting the world 
tee he did fo, or finking Jtoo njuch beneath 
the chara&er of a gentleman bctt^ to ivS^'xt 
the ampte fortune he wis.- ' 

But in fpite of this ibmewhat too late 
affutned OBconomy, he foon found him- 
felf in very great neceffity for a frelh fup- 
ply ; — he had been in London from the 
fatter end of the month of May to the be- 
ginning of QflEbber, and had received no 
remittances from the country^ fince he left 
it A ^lhi3 uaclc's temonftrances had not 
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yrt prevailM upon his father to make the 
propofed fettlement jon him; theUfurer's 
loan was quite exhaufted, and he had; be- 
fides, other fmall debts t6 his tradefmen, 
fome of whom had already fentin their bills. 

To add to thefe vexations, Grub vifited 
him almoft every day, complain'd he was 
out of calh himielf, and at length grew 
very importunate, and plainly told him 
that he could lie no longer out of -his 
money, and thut if he did not fpeedily dif- 
charge the note he muft take proper 
meaiures to force him«to it. 

In this exigence he wrote a very prcfling 
letter to his father, intreating an order on 
his Banker in London, but the obdurate 
Avario only feftt "him an anfwer to this 
effedt : — that it was inconvenient for him 
to' break into the fum in the hands of his 
Banker, — faid he muft waite awhile, — 
tha? he ftiould be in town himfelf the en- 
fuing Npveniber, on the meeting of the 
Parliament ; and that he would then do 
fomething for him ; — in the mean time 
bid him live fparingly, and fhun all places 
and company that might draw him into 
any unneceffary expence. • 

Poor Clyamon* had need en6i%h for all 
that ftock of fpirits which nature had en- 
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dued him with, to enabk him to bear up 
^ amidft the perfecutions of his voracious 
creditors, and the unnatural, behaviour. of 
his father-,— he had now 'no other rc- 
fource remaining than an application to fir 
Arthur, but Very Joth he was to be 
troublefome to that, dear and beneficent 
uhcle.^ to ^frhom alone he was indebted for 
what he lookM upon as infinitely more 
valuable than his being, — his education ^ 
and was with much debate withi-n himfclf, 
whether it were jiot'bet'ter tp endure the 
infults he was expofed to, rather than ruiv 
the rifque of difpfcafing a patron he had 
fp much caufe to love and reverence. 

But while he continued thus irrefolute 
in his mind, an accident happened which 
put a final end to all the contention in his 
thoughts on that fcore, by prefenting him 
with a misfortune which was the more 
fevere, by its being fudden and unappre- 
hended. 

The good fir Arthur Frankwill died, — 
fete fnatch'd him from the world at once, 
without the kaflr previous warning, and 
aJlowM no time for the making bequefts, 
cither to his belovM Cl/afnon or any 
other perfon,' wfco clfe he might have 
Ahogght wjbrthy of a place in his remem- 
. • . i 1> . :^ ' brancc; 



fhe Invtfibie Spy. 27^; 

brance ; — fo that leaving no Wfll behind - 
him, his whole eftate, together with all ^ 
the perfonal efFefts he was poffefs-d of, de* 
vol ved on a foi> of his elder fifter, as being , 
t|ie firft of blood and heir at law, — a 
gentleman who had always look'd upon 
Clyamon with too envious an eye to have . 
any fincere friendfhip for him. 

The firft account of this misfortune was • 
tranfmitted to Clyamon in a letter from 
the abovemention'd kinfinan^ and con- 
tained the following lines \ 

To Clyamon ^****VEfq5 

" D^ar Cousin, 
«c '"TpHIS comes to acquaint you with^ 
" ' A the lofs we both fuftain by the 
death of our deaf uncle, who departed 
" this life fix days ago — he was feiz'd 
with an-apopleftic fit, out of whicb' \\% 
" never recover*d^ in fpite of all the en- 
" deavours could be ufed : — 1 did not 
<' fend to.defire your company at the 
funeral, as it would have been a fuper*~ 
fluous compliment to him and a great 
fatigue and expencc to yourfelf, in com • 
" ing fo long a journey ; but as I am fen- 
fible of the affeftion he had alv/ays for 
you, I eaclofe a Bank Bill of twenty 
^ pounds for mourning. 

N 5 . Vxxx- 



der the calamity to which he had reduced 
himfelf, rather than give a fingle guinea 
to reheve him from -it ; and even curs'd the 
memory of the good fir Arthur for hav- 
ing induJg'd him,, as he faid, in notions fo 
contrary to what he ought to have been 
infpirM with ; — it was in vain that Clya- 
mon endeavoured to alleviate his fury, — 
•he would harken to no excufes, — be foft- 
ned by no fubmiflions he could make. 

One of the gentlemen of the honour-^ 
able board, on Clyamon's requeft, urged 
the . defence of that young gentkman in 
the ftrongeft terms ; but Avario for many 
days continued deaf to all remonftrances 
in his behalf, and gave no other anfwery 
than that as his fon had brought Mmfelf 
into this trouble by his folly,, he muft en- 
deavour to get out of it by his wit. 

This cruel farcafm, when repeate'd to 
Clyamon, made him almoft forget the, 
duty of a fon, and, as he confefs'd to me, 
ready to burft into exclamations, which 
be would afterwards have reproached him- 
lelf for having been guilty of uttering,, or 
even thinking of. 

Grub, and fome other of his creditors^, 
finding they couki do no more to him in 
the pjace v^'here he was, took their re- 



7f3e Invijible Spy, 277 

venge in perfecuting him with unceafing 
clamours, which threw him fometimes 
into fuch tits of melancholy, that if he 
had nqt been well furni(b*d with a great 
flock of morality and good fenfe, would 
doubtlefs have pufli'd him on fome def- 
perate method to end thofe misfortunes 
which he faw no probability of being re- 
lieved from. 

Avario, in the mean time, notwith-^ 
ftanding his churlifli and fordid difpofi- 
tion, was far from being eafy in his 
mind, — the firft guft of paflion being, 
blown over, the merits of Clyamon rofe 
in oppofition to the fault he had beert 
guilty of, and made it, by degrees, feem 
kfs ; — he could not forbear remember- 
ing that he was his fon, and fuch a foa 
as every one who was a father wifhed his 
own might copy after. 

In fine, nature and reafon Join'd their 
forces, and pleaded ftrongly in the be- 
half of Clyamon, and almoft wrought 
him toforgivenefs; but as often as he re=* 
flc(5led how much it would coft to pardon 
him, and that he could not receive him 
into favour without the payment of his 
debts, the thoughts of parting with his 
money gave a fudden check to his pa- 
teiuial inclinations. 



tyi TBe Jnvifible Si>r. 



At length, however, fome hints which 
Clyanion dropp'd in one of the many pe- 
titionaiy letters life fent to him, making 
him apprehenfivc that the moft dreadful 
confequences might attend the defpair of 
his offending fon, he became determined 
to do fomething for him. 

He fent a perfon to him with ten 
guineas for his prefent fupport, and an 
offer of making up his affairs, in cafe he 
could prevail on his creditors to com- 
pound for the one half of what was owin^ 
to them ; — Clyamon accepted his 
father's prefent, trifling as it was; with 
fubmiflion but could not forbear teftify-* 
ing the utmoft difdain at propofing of a 
compofition ; for befides being certain it 
never would be complyM with, the thing 
in itfelf appearM to him fo abjed, that 
he chofe to fufFer any thing rather than 
demean himfelf to mention it. 

This refufai 'put Avario into a fccond 
flame ; but he foon cool'd again, and 
after fome little confliia: within himfelf, 
the necefEty there was of reftoring the li- 
berty of an only fon, got the better of 
his love of money. 

Loth> 
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Loth, however, to part with his darling 
pence as long as there was a poffibility of 
Jceeping them, he found out an expedient 
to protraft the doing a thing fo irkfomc 
to him, — he communicated his inten- ' 
tions to Clyamon in a letter, which that 
young gentleman Ihewing to me after- 
wards, I found contained words to thi* 
effea: : 

To Clyamon. 

Son, 

*^ ^T^HO* I have been juftly irritated 
*• ^ againft yo\i, firft by your extri- 
*• vagances, and fince by your late ob- 
ftinacy, yet I cannot forget I am your 
father, nor fufFer you to fink beneath 
** thofe misfortunes your folly and dif* 
" obedience have brought you into ; — I 
•* have refolved to pay all your debts bc- 
fore I leave London j but as it is not 
*' convenient for me to do it fooncr, 
" would not have you venture out of the 
^ Verge, for fear of bringing yourfelf 
into difgrace, and an additional ex- 
" pence on me for your releafe ; — in 
the mean time am content to allow you 
two guineas and a half per week, for 
^ the fi^fiftence of yourfelf and fervant. 
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« It is expefted that we (hall be dif^ 
folved ab^Lit the middle of February^ 
when Writs will be ilTued out for a new 
** Eleftion ; and I (hall then fet yoi^ 
^ clear in the world and take you home 
with me ; for I do not think it at all 
advifeable that you fiiould live in this 
luxurious Town, 'till you are better 
•* acquainted with the true value of 
" money than you fecm to be at prefent; 

— I hope, notwithftanding, that your 
•* future behaviour will attone fpr the 
errors of the paft, and I fhall have no 
occafion to repent the proof I now give 
^ you of being 

" Your afFedionate father, 

" AVARIO. 

The joy which Clyamon would have 
felt, on finding that full fatisfaifUon 
would be given to the demands of his 
impatient creditors, was very much abated 
by the thoughts of being obliged to refide 
conftantly with his father in the country, 
as the manner in which he knew he muft 
live with the old gentleman would be 
rery difagreeable to his humour, and 
widely different from what he had been 
accuftom'd to with his uncJe. 
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It alfo feem'd a little hard to him, that 
by delaying the difcharge of his debts 'till 
his departure, he Ihould be fecluded from 
all enjoyment of the pleafures and amiife- 
ments of the town, even while he conr^ 
tinued in it-, — but he faw into the po- 
licy of his .father in doing this, and as. 
there was no remedy, endeavourM to be 
as contented as poflible. 

In the anfwer he gave to his father's 
letter he exprefs'd himfelf in terms which. 
Avere highly pleafing to him^ and brought 
on a perficfl reconciliation, as will pre- 
fently appear, on occafion of an accident 
which happen'd foon after. 

C H A P. IX. 

Condudes a narrative which has fome- 
what in it that will, in a manner^, 
compel thofe who Jhall be moft offend- 
ed^ to counterfeit an approbation^ for 
the fake of their own intereji and re-- 
putation. 

THO' the greateft intimacy with Clya- 
mon, and a long acquaintance with 
Avario, made me no ftranger even to the 
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minute particulars of the tranfaftion I am 
relating, I mean, as far as I could .be 
informed by the perfedl confidence with 
whith I was honoured by both thefe 
gentlemen ; yet as no fure dependance can 
be placed either on what people fay of 
themfelvcs, or the report given of them 
by others, I ftiould never have ventured 
to fpeak fo pofitively in many things as I 
have done, if the gift of Invifibility had 
not afforded me an opportunity of ac- 
companying them when they thought 
themfelves entirely alone, and of behold- 
ing them in thofe unguarded attitudes 
which are the beft, and, indeed, the only 
certain difcovercrs of the inward workings 
' of the human mind. 

It was my dear Belt could have alone 
convinced me that, contrary to the general 
opinion of the world, it was not ill nature 
in Avario, or ignorance of what he ought 
to do, which had hindered him from being 
m affedionate hufband, a tender father, a 
faithful friend, and an indulgent mafler j 
but merely his inordinate love of money, 
and an unaccountable apprehenfion of be- 
ing reduced to the want of it, that made 
him center his whole cares on his bags, 
rcgardlefs of all the ties of blood and na- 
ture ; and, in fine, rendered him almoft 
incapable of praftifing any focial virtue. 
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It was by this beneficial prefent that I 
became affur'd Ciyamon was much more 
worthy than he took any pains to appear; 
— that in all ferious maitters he was fteady 
and unlhaken, and in his pleafures decent 
and well mannered and that, young as he 
was, he had fet up a tribunal in his own 
heart, whereReafon prefiding as fole judge 
carefully examined all his adions, and 
whenever any unruly paffion bad got the 
ftart, ftopp'd it in its full career, and 
brought it back to obedience. 

Many interefting circumftances, re- 
lating to this affair, between father and 
fon, are loft to the public by my having 
been deprived for fome time of my Chry- 
ftaline Tablets, which had been ftolen from 
me, with feveral other things of much 
lefs, tho' more feemin^ value, by an un- 
faithful fervant; but the villain, finding, I 
fuppofe, that he could make nothing of 
the Tablets, and looking upon them only 
as a curiofity which would pleafe no body 
fo much as rr yfelf, feal'd them up and 
caufed them to be left for me at a coffee- 
houfe-, — my joy at getting them again 
made me forgive the reft ot the robbery^ 
ai)d feck m ftrther after the Thief. 

l 



/ 
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I recovered my purloined treafure juft 
about the time that Clyamon was in the 
above men tionM fituation ; fo that what re- 
mains to be recited of this narrative will 
be chiefly taken from the mouths of the 
perfons concernM in it. 

I was one morning in Clyamon's apart- 
ment, under cover of my Belt, when a 
young gentleman of the name of Carelefs 
came to vifit him; — after exchanging 
the Ion joury and fome other cuftomary 
felutations, Carelefs began the converfa- 
tion between them in thefe terms : 

Carelefs. * Where do you think I wa^ 

* yefterday ?* 

Clyamon « I am no conjurer.* 
/ Carelefs. * GuefsJ 

Clyamdn. * It would be a needleft 

* trouble; — prithee fpare it me/ 

Carelefs. ' Why, faith, in the gallery 

* of the Houfe of Commons.' 

Clyamon. * The Houfe of Commons ! — 

* it muft be a bufinefs of vaft importance 

* fure, that could carry a fellow of thy 



The Invifible Spy. 285 

gay fprightly temper into that grave 
Venerable place/ 

Cankju * No, — thjink Heaven, bu • 
finefs and I are perfedt ftrangers to each 
other but I had an hour or two upon 
«iy hands, and went thither merely to 
kill time-, — but was never more di- 
verted in my whole life, than to fee how 
fome young members, who had got 
their heads together and were giggUng 
over a copy of verfes infcrib'd to Fanny 
Murray, were put to filence in an inftant, 
and look'd as filly as a fchooUboy un- 
der the lafli of corredlion, on theSpcaker's 
crying out with an audible and auftere 
voice, - — To order, gentlemen, — for 
fliame — to order/ 

Clyamon. * Methinks, indeed, they 
might have found a more proper place, 
and time for laughter. —Was my father 
in the Houfe, pray?* ^ 

Carelefs. * O yes, andlaffureyou the 
old gentleman made as wife a figure as 
' any there; — he faid nothing, indeed, 
* but. fat as ferious as a judge upon a 
^ criminal caufe, leaning both his hands' 
' upon his gold-headed cane, and his chin 
' upon his hands, and liftning with great 

attention 
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♦ attention to* a very long, and I fuppofe, 

* learned harangue of a leading memoer/ 

Ctyamon. • What was the matter in 
« debate ?* 

Carelifs. • Why^ on Ways and Means, 
« how to undo handfomely what they 

* were doing iaft feffions — - die Jew 

• bill.' 

Cljamon. * Is it like to be repealed ?* 

Carekfs. * Nay, I did not (lay to hear 
4 the end of it ; but was told, after I was 
« come out, that the clamours of thepco- 
4 pie would prevail : — there is doubtlefs 
^ a great ferment among the bufy part of 
the town, — the Court of Requefts and 
Lobby were as full as they could hold 
^ of petitioning Chriftians and remon- 
^ ftratingjewsjthc latter of whom, I think, 
feem to be a little crell-fallen, and good 
reafon they have to be fo 5 for whatever 

* favour they may find within, they arc 

* fure to be infulted without doors j— I 

• was half deafen'd as I went doMm ftairs 

• with the noife made by the rabole in- 

• ceffantly bawling out, — NoCircunKri- 

* fion, — no Jews, — No naturalization of 

• Foreigners.* 

Cfyamon. 



The Jnvifible SvY. 287 



Clyamon. * Then I believe there is na 

• great room to doubt of its being rc- 

* peard; for, according to all the ac- 
« counts I ever read or heard of, when- 

* ever the bulk of the people were una- 
' nimous in any thing, they were always 
^ furc to get the better of the minifter.' 

« Carelefs. * It may be fo, — and the 

• thoughts of a new eleftion coming on 

• may alfo pofllbly contribute a good deal 

• to the complaifance of the Parliament; 

* — but thefe things are of no fort of con- . 

* cern to you and I. — How do you de- 
^ fign to difpofe of yourfelf to day?* 

Clyamon. ' I Have not yet confider*d** 

Carelefs. • 'Tis a glorious morning; 

* are you for the Park ? — I come on pur- 

* pofe to alk you.' 

Clyamon. * With all my heart.* 

Carelejs. • Come along then, — I dare 

♦ fwear the Mall is half full by this time^ 
« — let us go and laugh at the great vul- 

• gar and the fmall, — as Congreve fays.' 

Juft as they was going out of the room 
a lett€r was prefented to Clyamon from 
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his father^ which he turning back to read 
I ftepp'd behind hioii and found it con- 
tainM thefe lines : 

To Clyamon. 

Dear Cly, 

I Have fomethkig to impart to you> 
i which is of the utmoft confequencc 
to my peace of mind and your future 
" happinefe, — be careful, thefefore, not 
^« to be out of the way to-morrow morn- 
" rng, when I fliall call upon you as I go 
theHoufe-, for what I have to propofe 
" cannot be lettled too foon ; — be afTured 
I am impatient to fee you make as good . 
*« a figure in the world as I think you de- 
ferve, and that no more is required of 
you than a juft fenfe of your duty to 
mcj and a regard for what is your own 
«* intereft, to prefervc me always 

Your very indulgent 

" And loving father, - 

AVARIO. 

Clyamon was fo tranfported with the 
kindnefs of this epiftle, that he could not 
forbear fliewing it to Carelefs, who, know* 
ing the temper of Avario, had no foonef 
JookM over than he faid : 

Carelefs^ 
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Carelefi. * I will lay my life upon it, 
< that the old gentleman has found put 
« fome rich widow or heirels for you, with 
} whofe fortune you may make a figure in 

* the world, and fave his own *tiU he can 
^ keep it no longer/ 

Clyamon. • I hope not fo, for as yet I 

* have no inclination to marry ; and when 

* ever I do (hall like to have a wife of my 

* own chufing.' 

Carelefj. * You muft be cautious, ne- 

* verthelefs, not to venture a fecond brulec 

* with him ; for he feems to have fet his 

* heart very much upon this bufinefs, 

* whatever it is that he has now got into> 

* his head.' 

Clyamon. * Deuce take you for put- 

* ting it into mine;— but I will think no 

* more on it : — if the thing ftiould be as 

* you imagine, I fliafi have time enough 

* to be uqeafy after knowing it; — but 

* come, — 'tis almofl: two o'clock, — let 

* us away.' 

With thefe words they went on their 
promenade, and I return'd home ; where 
rcfledling, as I always did a.fter diefe ex- 
curfions, on what 1 had feen and heard^ 

Vol. II. O V^^>^5^ 
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I could nor help bein^ of the fame op- 
pinion with mr. Carcleft, as touching the 
intentions of Avario, and fear'd that poor 
Clyamon, with all his merit, would be 
obligM to btcome a prey to fome old well 
jointur'd Jezabcl, or ricb^Dowdy, who 
ow*d her virginity to her uglinefs. 

By what I have often freely confels'd, 
concerning the inquifitivenefs of my dif- 
pofrtion, the reader will eafily fuppofc I 
felt no fmall impatience for the event of 
Avario*s vifit « to his fon ; and, indeed, I 
believe that young gentleman himfejf 
could fcarce be more anxious. 

That I might lofe nothing of what 
fliould pafs between them, I took care to 
poft myfelf very early in Clyamon's a- 
partment, and it was well I did fo, both 
for the fatisfadion of my own curiofity and 
the emolument of the public; — for 
Arario came in prefently after me. 

* As ,they had not feen each other for 
Tome time, Clyamon threw himfeif on his 
knees, and in that pofture thank'd his fa- 
therfor the pardon he had vouchfafed to 
his offence, as well as for his kind promife 
he had given for the difcharge of his debts : 
Avario fcem'd very much pleafed with 
this fubnuff\ou^ railed and embraced him 

with 
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with great afFeaion, and after they were 
feated reply'd to what he had faid in thefe 
terms: 

Avarto. * It is a great deal of money> 

* indeed, the folly you have been guilty 
« of will coft me ; but it is the firft, and I 

* flatter myfelf will be the laft I fhall have 

* to complain of, — fo we will fay no 

* more of what is paftj — I came now to 
' talk with you on a fubjeft more agrec- 

* able to us both.* 

Ciyamm. * I have the greateft reafon in 

* in the world, fir, to hope every thing 

* from your goodnefs.* 

Avario. * Ay, Clyanion, you are 
^ my only fon,— you may be fure I have 

* nothing fo much at heart as your wel- 

* fare, and I think I have now hit upon 

* fomething that will make you as happy • 
' as you can wife to be.* 

Clyamon returning no other anfwer to 
thefe words than a bw bow, the old gentle- 
man continued his difcourfe. 

Avario. « Your late uncle, fir Arthur, 

* was always teazing me on the fcore of 

* a conftant allowance for you out of my 

* eftate, to the end you might be in a 
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* manner independent, and I have at 

* length refolv*d to do it.' 

Clamon. * Whatever you are pleafed 

* to grant, fir, I fliall take care to employ 
« fo as to give you no caufe to repent 

* jour bounty.* 

Avario. ^ But that is not all,, Cljja- 

* mon; — what I fliall do for'^you^ wm 

* put you in a way of making yourfelf a 

* much greater man than you would be 

* by what you will enjoy on my deceafe/ 

Clyatnon. * I am not ambitious, fir, 
^ but fliall readily embrace any laudable 

* means of raifing my fortune.* 

Jlvario. * Why that^s well faid, and 

* what I have to propofc is aot only laud- 

* ^ble but honourable too : — it is this, — 

* you fliall be a Member of the Houfe of 

* Commons.* 

Clyatnon. * Sir I fliould be proud to 

* ferve my Country in any capacity ; but 

* in this tear my youth and inexperience 

* will be very jufl: objeAions.* 

Avarw. * Tut, — tut, — there are 
much younger than.you in theHoufe, and 
riK)* I Iky it, of much lefs underftanding 

• too ; 



The Invifibk Sfy. 

* too. — As to the forms that are to be 

* obfervM there, I can inftruft you in 

* thenii — and as to the reft, you, wilt' 

* eafily corrie inta it of yourfelf; — there- 

* fore no more of fuch idle fcruples : — 
^ an over modefty and difHdence of your- 
' felf is the worft quality a man that 

^i^aims ^o rife in. die world can be- 
- * p6ffefs*d of. — I have confider'd on 
, * this matter in all its circumftances^' 
before I mentioned it to you ; and ia 

* order to qualify you for a Member, have 

* refblved to affign over to you five 

* hundred pounds per annum- of my 
^ eftate.' 

Clyamon. * That, fir, is more than T 

* could have prefumed to afk.* 

Avario. * I mean, the rents of fo 
^ much fliall be received in your name y 

* — as to the cafli, I think it much fafcir' 

* in my ovvn hands than yours j but you 

* fhall want nothing that is neceffary, and 

* when the bufinefs of Parliament caHs 

* you to London, give you leave to 
*• draw upon me for what fum, or fums,, 
' you fliall find occafion for in reafon.* 

Clyamon. ^ This, fir, is far from put- 

* ting me out of a ftate of dependance.*' 
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Avario. * You ought not to defire it ; 
.— your uncle talk'd foolifhly,— very 
foolilbly on this head ; and if it had not 
been for the obligation I had to him on 
the fcore of your education, I Ihould 
have told him fo : — a fon ought always 
to be dependant on his father, and I 
think you have very great caufe to be 
content in being fo, as you have ex- 
perienced the paternal affection I have 
for you by my readinefs to forgive your 
faults, and to difcharge thofe debts your 
extravagances had contrafted.* 

Clyamon. * Sir, I fhall always retain a 
grateful and dutious fenfe of all you 
have ^done for me ; — but, pray fir, 
fince it is your pleafure that I Ihould be 
a Candidate at the enfuing Eleftion, 
what Place have you in your eye for 
me ? — I fuppofe for fome Borough.* 

Avario. * No, no, — for our own 
County/ 

Clyamon. « Then, fir,-do you decline 
ftanding yourfclf ?* 

Avario. ' Yes, Clyamon, — I grow 
old, and am weary of the fatigue of 
coniir)g^ up to Loudon once every year; 

^ — I 



/ 
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V — I find it very expenfive, as well as 

* troublefome ; for tho' I board while I 

* am here at a pretty cheap rate, with 

* one that was formerly , my fervant, yet 

* I know not how it is, money runs 

* ftrangely away in this town; — befides, 
^ I do not think I have been well ufed^ — 

* I have had the honour of reprefenting 
' the County of ****, in three fucceflivc 
^ Parliaments, arid have got nothing by it, 
' — but the honour ; — •* and tho' I have 
^ conftantly voted on the fide of the court, 
' and whenever any Debate of confequencc 

* was to come upon the carpet,, have al- 

* ways previoufly attended the Levee of 

* the Minifter, to know his. will anj 
' pleafijre ; all the recompence I have had, 

* has been fometimes a lhalce of the hand, 
^ a gracious nod, a ixnile, and, how does 

* my good friend Avario/ 

Clymoti. * You amaze me,, fir^-r 1 

* never imagined a gentleman anyr 

* other intereft in bis Eleftion^ than the-^ 
< pleafure of having an opportunity to* 

* ferve his Country/ • 

Avarh. « Serve his Country; — 
^ fiddle on the Country ; — it would be 

* well worth a gentleman's while, indeed ^ 
« to cajole, treat, and bribe every little 

* dirty fellow that; has a VijtQ.to ^ive^ — 

Q.4. ^-v:^^ 
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* to fpend fo much time and money, and> 

* it may be, drink himfelf half dead into 

* the bargain at his Eleftion, if it were not 

* lor the fake of ferving himfelf* inftead 

* of the rabble who make choice of him 

* for their Reprefentive ; — no, no, — 
^ boy,^ if we had not honour, favour, and 

* preferment in view, our Eleftors would 

* be obliged to court us to accept their 

* Votes, not we to folicite them.* 

clyamon, * But, fir, fuppofing this to 

* be the cafe, how do you think it poffible 

* I Ihould acquire any of thofe advan- 

* tages which y6u fay you have fail'd in 
the purfuit of yourfelf ?' 

Avario. * Til tell you, Clyamon,-— I 
could only give my bare Vote for or 
againft .any Queftion — I i^ever had the. 
gift either of fpeakirig or writing; — 
now I am pretty fure you can do both ; 
and a pathetic fpeech, or a ftrong pam- 
phlet are prevailing arguments with the 
Miniftry \ — a man that can do thefc 
may have any thing, — may make his 
own price — fo, Cly, it will be your 
own fault if in a Seflions or two you are 
not above receiving any aflillance from 
me.* 



Clyamn, 
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Clyamon. « Sir I fliall be always ready^ 
to exert the little talents I am mafter of 
to promote whatever I think is for the 
good of the Commonwealth.* 

Avarip. « Tut, — what have you to* 
do with the Commonwealth?—- yoii* 
are not to fet up for a judge of what 
is for its good or what is not fo ; — your- 
bufinefs is to pleafe the Minift^r, and to* 
think every thing right he takes upon, 
him to maintain.* 

Ciyamon. * But, fir, how is this con*- 
fiftcnt with my confcience t>r my^ 
honour 

Avario. Idle, — very idle,—- I do 
not like thefe notions, Ciyamon,— they ^ 
may tempt you to an oppofition ; — I. 
fliall be afraid you^ are a Jacobite.' 

Ciyamon. * Why, fir, are all men cf>' 
honour Jacobites ?' 

Avrto. • No; — but this romantic 
unprofitable honour you < talk of, is^ 
either Jacobitifm or fomething as bad ; 
— - enthufiafm and bigotry. — Is not 
the Court the fource of tmt Kows^\\ — > 
Do not ail honours^ ^iv^uvly^s ^.vA 
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* motions flow from thence? — Thtre- 
' fore I fay, whoever is againft the Court 

* will never rife to honour, or any thing 
« clfe that is valuable/ 

Clyamon. ^ A certain right honour- 

* able and learned author of the laft age 

* has very different fentiments upon this 

* head, — if you will give me leave, fir, I 

* will read to you fomejpartof what he 

* wrote on the fubjefl: of Honour/ 

In fpeaking thefe words he took up a 
a book and read this paflage out of the late 
Lord Hallifax*s works/ 

* Not all the threats or favours of a Crown, 

* A Prince's whifper, or a Tyrant's 
' frown, 

* Can awe the fpirits, or allure the mind 

* Of him, who to ftrift Honour is inclined. 
' Tho' all the pomp and pleafure that 

* does wait, 

* On public Places, and affairs of 

* State, 

* Should fondly court him to be bafe j 

* and great, J 

* With even paflions^ and with fettled 

* face, 

* He would remove the harlot's falfe 

* embrace-, < 
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« Tfib' all the ftorms and fempefts fliouki . 
' arife, 

''-That Court Magicians, in their- cells. 

• devife, 

• And from their fettled bafas« nations. 

* tear, 

• He wou*d unmov'd, the liiighty ruin 
' bear V 

« Secure in innocence, condemn thcmi 

• all, 

• And decently arrayM in Honour fall : 

' Honour, that, fpark of the c^leftial 
^ fire, 

• That abov« nature makes mankind af— 

* pire; 

• Ennobles the rude paffions of tyxtx 

* frame, - 

« With thirft of glory, and defire of 

• fame, 

• The richeft treafure of a generous breaft,. 
< And giyes the ftamp and ftandard to ^ 

* the reft. 

• Wit, ftrength, and courage are wildl 
. * dangVous force,, 

• Unlcfs this foften and direft tl.eirv^ 

* courf^. 

• Of Honour, men at firft, like womedv 

• nice,. 

• Raife maiden fcruplcs, at uapradlis'dv 

• vice-, 

O 6 ^ 
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* But once this fence thrown down, when 

* they perceive, 

* That they may tafte forbidden fruit and 

* live, 

* They ftop not here their courfe, but 
' fafely in, 

* Grow flrong, luxuriant^ and bold in (in r 
^ True to no principle, prefs forward 

* ftill, 

* And only bound by appetite their will ; 
« Now fawn and flatter, while this tide 

* prevails, , 

* But Ihift, with ev'ry veering blaft tlicir 

* fails, 

< On higher fprings true men of Honour 

* move, 

* Free is their fervicc, and unbought their 

* love.' 

He was going on, but was ftopp'd by 
Avario, who pulFd him b^^he fleeve and 
cry'd out: 

Avario. * Hold, hold^ Clyamon^-T- 

* enough,— all this is mighty pretty, 

* and founds well j but you are to con- 

* fider that it is a great while ago fince 

< the noble Lord wrote this Poem ; and " 

< what was look'd upon as Honour in his 
« days, may probably wear another afpe'ft 

* now •, — and 'tis wifdom to conform 

* to ^ the tincies.* 
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Chanion. * Reafon, fir, will ftill be 
reafon^'in all times and ages.* 

jivaria. * I do not know that; for 
they fay every age improves in under- ' 
ftanding: — but be that as it may, I 
can anfwer your quotation with one 
from another author of great reputation 
for his wit and learning-, — it is this :: 

— * Money is the only Power, 
That all mankind falls down before 
'Tis Virtue, Honour, Wit, and all 
That men divine and facred call 
For what's the worth of any things 
But fo-oiueh money as 'twill bring;. 

< So: ymv fee, Cly^mon, that learned^ 
men, tho' cotemptoraries, are fomc- 
times widely cfcfFerent from each other- 
in. their opinions in this point.' 

Clyamon. ' The lines you have *re- 

* peated do not prove it, fir-, — I beg- 

* you will be pleafed to refledt, that the- 
« ingenious author of Hudibrafs does not 

* utter thefe fentiments as his own, but 
« puts them in the mouth of his mock 

* hero, a wretch that was in open Rebel- 

' lion againft his lawful Kiu^^ ^.tvdi^'t^vw- 

* leaded as a fatire, not an aYgarcvt.tv\.? 
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Avario^ « Odfheart, boy, thou art" iir 
the right, — I never thought of that — 
but *tis no matter what any of them fay ; 
— *tis plain that what is now meant by 
Honour implies a title, a riband, a pen- 
fion, a place, or any thing that denotes' 
the favour of the Court to the perfon 
who poffefles it ; — therefore, I fay 
again, — get rid of thefe prejudices^, 
—fail with the Tide,^ — keep clofe with 
the Minifter, and endeavour to make 
yourfelf of confequence to him,' 

Clyamon^ * Sir, you may be perfedly 
affur'd that I fhall always do my beft in 
the fupport of every meafure which 
tends to the real honour of his Majefly, 
and the good of my Country ; — and . 
never oppofe any which do not oppofe 
the Conftitution/ 

Avarioy * But you muft not examine 
too fcrupuloufly into thcfe things ; — 
you are to fuppofe that thole who are 
entrufted with the management of Pub^ 
lie Affairs are better^cquainted with the 
Gonftitution than you can pretend to 
be ; and muft therefore take it for 
granted, that whatever they fay or do is 
right.* 
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Clyamon. * But, fir, does not this 

* implicit faith in the judgment of others, 

* and giving up my own entirely, favour 

* fomewhat of a flavifh fubmiffion ?^ 

Avario. * No, it is only good policy, 
« and look'd upon as fuch by all who 
know the world; — indeed, if after 

* your Voting, Speaking, and Writing, 

* they fliould take no notice of you, it 

* would behove you t6 pluck irp a fpirit, - 

* and extort that refpeft to your refent- 

* ment, which they were not grateful 

* enough to pay to your complifance ; — 
« I fliall then give you leave to oppofe 

them in every thing, whether it be 
^ wrong or whether it be right.' 

Clyamon^ * But would not this chang- 

* ing fides, fir, make me become con- 

* temptible to both Parties ?' 

Avario. * Not at all it is a thing too ' 
^ commonly praftifed to'be wonder'd at, . 

* and has often had a very good efFedt 
^ when nothing elfe would do ; — Publico, , 

* for example; — it was a good while, 
« indeed, before they bid up to his price ; 
« but he found it necefiary at laft, and Ins. 

* now enjoys the fruits oi \v\^ \?Joo\i:cJ . 
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Clynmon. • Yes, fir, and I have heard 

* of many others who have been bought 

* off the fame way •, but whatever has 
« been done in former adminiftrations, I 
« hope the prefent will attempt nothing 
« that ought to be oppofed.' 

Avarii, ' No,, no, — you are>not to 

* fuppofe they will v unlefs, as I juft now 
« obferv'd, they force you to it by negled- 

* ing to recompence your fervices.* 

Ciyamofj, * According to this, fir, it 
« will be very difficult, if not altogether , 
' impoffible, for the People todiftinguifh 
« between thofe who would defend, and 

* thofe who would betray and facrifice thc 
^ Liberties of their Conftituents/ 

Jvario. * If the People are betrayM 

* and facrificed^ as you call it, they can 

* blame nobody but themfclves. — Why 
« do they take money for their Votes ? 
« Why do they, likeEfau, fell their birth- 
' rights for, a mefs of pottage ? — When a 
« gentleman buys a County, a Borough, 
« or a Corporation, he has, dpubtlefs, a. 

* right to make the moft of it he can.' 

Clyamon. * T\v\s^ ^ \^ ^viwlftiing Cor- 
^ ruption wkh CoTtv^vtvotv? 
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Avario. * Ay, — is it not juft it 
fliould be fo, — as I remember to have 
read fome where %v other 

This world is all a trick, — then wha 

* will dare. 

Among known Cheats to play upon the 

* fquare ? 

* Lookyc, Clyamon, your are a novice 
in thefe affairs as yet, but a little time 
will make them -familiar to you-, — I 
do not doubt but I fhall hear of your 
being clofetted by the great man and 
when once you are cloietted your buff- 
nefs is done ; — you will have no farther ' 
occafion for my'inftruftions or afliftance 
either; — ■ but I fhall fay no more at 
prcfent on that head, — you muft think 
of preparing yourfelf to fet out on 
your journey to in a day or two.* 

♦ 

Ctyamon. « What, fir, before you go ? 

Avario, « Yes, yes, — we fhall not be 
difTolved fo foon a^ we expeftcd, — I do 
not believe I fliall be able to get down, 
thefe fix weeks or two months ; — there 
have been fome odd turns of late — 
but no matter, — they are fecrcts, — and 
mufl be kept fo ; — but it is ^v\5gJ^V^ 
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* neceffary you ftiould begin to ma]ce 

* your intereft;— you are already known 
' to the greateft part of the gentry, and 
' I am pretty fure that they will all be 

* for you to a man ; — but you muft 
* -cultivate an acquaintance with the 

* Freeholders, — ride about among them> 

* — invite fome of the moft leading men 
' home, — treat them handfomly,- — and 
' make little prefents to their wives and 

* daughters, of fnufF- boxes, rings^ neck- 
^ laces, and fuch toys, to pleafe their 
' ^fancies — I will get a friend of mine 
^ to purchafe a cargoc of them for you to 
^ take down, and will write to my fteward 

* to furnifh you with what money you 

* fhall have occafion for/ 

Clyamon. « Dq they know, fir, that 

* you intend to decline (landing any 

* more?' 

'Avario. « Not yet v but I fliall write 
' to-night to inform tRem of it, and to 

* urge all my friends in your behalf : — 

* I hear your coufin Hawkfmore h^s taken 

* it into his head to offer himfelf as a 
^ Candidate, and tho' he is not beloved, 
' on account ot the buftle he made about 
' the Turnpikes, yet the large eftate he is 
^ now in pofleflion of, by the death of fir 

* Arthur, may give him an influence over 
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* fome people, — fo there is no time to ht * 

* loft; — I would have you leave London 

* on Monday next; — 1 have given orders 
^ that all your creditors fhall be paid their 
' full deniiands this day, and I think you 

* Cull have no other bufinefs of confe- - 
^ quence to detain you here,' 

Clyamon, ' None at all, fir.' 

Avario. * Well then, what friends you 

* have to take leave of you may fee this 
' afternoon, and come to dine with me 

* to-morrow — it is Sunday, and you 
' know .is a leifure day, and I fhall be at 
' home, — tho' I am a boarder, I believe 
« you will, be welcome, — or 'it, may be 
« I fliall add a difti to the table — there- 

* fore do not fail to come.* 

Qlyamon. * You may depend, fir, that 

* this command is too agreeable to me- 

* not to be punftually obey'd.* 

The old gentleman then faid no more, 
but after giving his fon a gracious nod 
went out ot the room, 'with a countenance 
which denoted the moft perfe6l fatisfaftion 
* of mind \ — Clyamon waited on him 
down ftairs, and I intended to follow as 
foon as his return fhould give me an op- 
portunity of going down^ but w^.^ 



m 
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tarded by mr. Carclefs, who came in im- 
medially after Avario was out of the 
houfc. 

" This gentleman, who it feems has a 
fincere friendfhip for Clyamoni had Been 
extremely impatient, and, indeed, more 
anxious than could have been expeftcd, 
from a pe^fon of his gay thoughtlefs dif- 
pofion, to know the event of the letter he 
had received from his father, had been 
come to the houfe fome time, and waited 
in the parlour till the departure, of Avario 
made it proper for him to appear. 

Almofl: the firft Salutation he gave to 
Clyamon contain*4 an entreaty for the 
fatisfafbion of his curiolity in this point, 
which the other very readily eomply'd 
with, in general terms ; but had too 
much difcrction to expofe his father*s 
mercenary views j or by relating the de- 
fign he had of making him a Member of 
Parliament, reveal the motive^ he had 
for doing fo, or the inftrucfbions he had 
given him for his behaviour after he 
Ihould be elefted. 

Mr. Cardeft, after having congratu- 
lated his friend on his being re-eftablifti*d 
in the good graces of his father, and the 
honour that was about to recede to him, 

faid 



Tloe Itroifihle Spy. 309 

faid a great many pleafant and fpirituous 
things to him, on the occafion of his 
being Ukely to become a Member of that 
auguft and refpeftable Affembly. 

Bat the particulars of this difcourfe, en- 
tertaining as it was, I am entirely un- 
able to repeat, my Tablets being already 
crowded with the preceding dialogue, 
and all I can remenrtber is, that the two 
gentlemen, after chatting away an hour, 
agreed to dine together that xiay, and to 
that end adjourn'd to a tavern in thfi 
neighbourhood, leaving me at liberty to 
retire to my own apartment. 

I was extremely pleafed with finding, 
by what I had feen that day of Clyamon, 
that I had not been deceived in the high- 
raifed expeftations I had entertain'd of 
his good fenfe and probity ; and alfo with 
perceiving that Avario, in fpitc of his 
fordid and avaritious difpofition, could not 
help allowing the merits of a fon, whofe 
fentiments and principles were in almoft / 
every thing fo direftly oppofite to his own. 

The evening of the next day this 
worthy young gentleman caird upon me, 
as he return'd from having pafs'd the 
former part of it with his father ; — he 
was much lefs relerv'd with me than he 

had 
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had been with mr. Carelefs, which con- 
vinced me he knew how to refrain un- 
bofbming himfelf to thofe whole folidity 
he had caufe to.doubt, and took a plea- 
fure in being intircly open to thofe on 
whom he could depend, that his confi' 
dence would not be abufed, either by 
wantonnefs or neglexftr 

I am pretty fenfible, that on my faying 
this not^a few of my readers will fet me 
down ih^lheir minds as a vain prefuming 
fellow, ,3hd be apt to cry out againft me 
as if girilty of the very fame folly I have, 
in fevefal pages of this work, with fome 
fcverity, lafli*d in others ; but I would 
have them confider, the only merit I pre- 
tend to is a ferious humour, which I think 
is no great boaft and alfo that there is 
a jufticc due frpm every one to himfelf, 
as well as to thofe he Ipeaks of. 

But to return to a fubjeft more intereft- 
ing than any thing relating to the praife 
or vindication of myfelfj-— when Clya- 
mon repeated to me the rules prefcribed 
to him by his father for the regulation of 
his conduft in Parliament,, he exprefs'd 
the little obligation he thought himfelf 
under to him on that fcore in terms the 
moft ftrong and pathetic j — thefe-are 
/bme of his words: 

^ The 
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« The love of my Country, faid he, I 

< look upon as the firft and greateft moral 

* duty of mankind j — and I think I may 
' venture to affure myfelf, that I never 

* fhall be tempted to renounce it M the 

< profpedt of any advantage ofFer'd, in 

* what fliape foever.* 

" I then told him, that I believed the 
bulk of the People oweid the grievances 
they complained of greatly to the luxury x)f 
theirReprefcntatives, who having impaired 
their eftate^ in the modifli exceffes of the 
times, found themfelves under a neceflity 
of entering into meafures which otherwife 
they would never have comply'd with. 

* Perhaps too, added I, to gratify the am^ 
' bition of a beloved wife, or prevent the 
« clamour of a trubulent one, may be one 

* reafon to which the infringement of 

* public Liberty may be afcrib*d.* 

Clyambn liften'd with great attention 
to what I faid, and joining in my opi- 
nion, reply'd, that his own obfervation of 
fome late inftances confirm'd the truth of 
this argument, — * The firft of thefe ex- 
^ citements, continued he, I have already 
« experienced the danger of through my 

* inadvertency, and fhall be wary to avoid 
' the fnare in which I have been once e.^- 
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* tangled ; — and as for the other, if ever 
< I marry, fhall endeavour to get a wife 

* as near as poflible to the defcription 

* given by the Poet of his miftrefs ^ 

* A Hiaid 

* Who knows not Courts, yet Courts 

* does far outftiine, 

* In every ftarry beauty of the mind ; 

* One who array'd in native lovelinefs, 

* And fweet fiinplicity, defpifes art ; 

* And as a foul too great to (loop to pride, 

* With the mean ways by which it aims 

* at grandeur.* 

With thefe difcourfes we pafs'd the time 
he ftaid ; — I have not feen him fince, 
but heard of his fafe arrival at **** ^ — 
whether he will be elefted for that County 
cannot be determined at the time of ray 
writing this-, fo can only fay, that if he 
is, I doubt not but his charafter will ap- 
pear to much more advantage than in the 
faint fkctch I have here been able to give 
of iL 
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